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Hepatitis
Hepatitis C virus is the common type of hepatitis in drug users, especially intravenous drug users. It is spread majorly through blood; hence needle sharing is a major risk factor (Grassi 2017). An acute infection presents with gastrointestinal symptoms such as nausea, abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea, jaundice, and arthralgia. A confirmatory hepatitis c virus antibody test (EIAs or RDTs) is imperative to confirm the diagnosis before initiating therapy. Liver function tests can also help in the treatment as they show the extent of liver damage. HCV genotyping should also be done to evaluate the serotypes implicated.
The definitive treatment for the above-named infection would be Harvoni (sofosbuvir and ledipasvir combination). The drug combination is a direct acting antiretroviral agent (DAA), and is effective in eradicating hepatitis C. It is well tolerated by patients. No drug interactions were found between harvoni and Synthroid. Additionally, harvoni does not interact with prednisolone. Minimum interaction exists between nifedipine and harvoni (Drugs.com). Nifedipine may delay the excretion of ledipasvir hence monitoring should be done through liver function tests and renal function tests. Harvoni is taken orally at a dose of 90/400mg (one tablet) once daily. It may be taken with or without food for 8-24 weeks.
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