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Heroin and the War on Drugs
The needle exchange program was a type of harm reduction initiative that was started to offer clean needles and syringes to individuals injecting drugs to reduce the HIV and other viruses related to blood, including hepatitis B and C transmission (The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends offering over 200 sterile needles and syringes to each drug injector anually, for tackling HIV transmission via this route effectively. However, the funding of the needle and syringe programs is not sufficient, mainly because of the lack of political support. 
In the video "Heroin and the war on Drugs," The needles exchange program strategy was suggested by Baltimore mayor Kurt Schmoke for he was tired of seeing the way police were treating the drug-using citizens. However, this only led to an increase in the spread of HIV. He asked the government to fund the program, but the government considered a free needle program as an exchange program for felons ((https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxE6wa-ljkM&t=628s).
The federal funds could not purchase needles and syringes because drug use is viewed as a very big crime. With this, the amount needed to implement and operate this program successfully could not be met. Forty years later, the strategy is still being enacted, legalized by 2012 in at least 35 states. In some places, there is decriminalization of syringe possession and purchase. However, the needles and syringe exchange program have been viewed as one of the perfect treatment strategies. This is because the injection drug users visit clinics and get clean needles; with this, the service providers can reach out to them, trying to get them to commit to treatment or even start the recovery path. 
References
 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MxE6wa-ljkM&t=628s).
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