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Institution of Affiliation
Heterosexual Imaginary

Heterosexual imaginary creates an illusion whereby heterosexuality is perfect and the only correct sexuality in the society and it can thus be neither be analyzed nor questioned. Among many sites where this illusion has been normalized, Ingraham examines weddings as one site where the heterosexual imaginary is pervasive and obscures the various relations of power at work. Some other locations that might be examined include dating, proms, and engagements. 

In the dating site, proms and engagements, most and almost all institutions formalize and normalize that a male can only date a female or the vice versa. Situations whereby females date each other or males date one another are perceived as pervasive and obscure. Most movies and parents believe that having someone of the opposite sex in a relationship is a necessity. They often term this as being straight. Most of these locations portray heterosexuality as love with a magical life-changing experience instead of showing the reality that just as homosexuals have their struggles, heterosexuals equally have struggled. 

Often during engagements and proms, the ideas that heterosexual relationships are very special and they are quite different from any other forms of relationships are created. For example, in a homosexual engagement party, very few people will attend the party (Hidalgo & Royce, 2017). Approximately 80% of these people will come to satisfy their curiosity about the nature of heterosexual relations as well as find points where they can develop criticism and warn those they cherish. On the contrary, in heterosexual engagement parties, many people attend the parties and almost 90% of the attendants have come to rejoice the people getting engaged. 

It is thus evident that other than weddings, occasions like dating, proms and engagement are victims of heterosexual imaginary. They promote and create an illusion that heterosexuality is the perfect norm and the only acceptable form of relationship for engagements, proms, and dating. This has hindered further analysis and questioning of the three locations. 
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