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The Social Influence of Hip-Hop and Rap Music
The scholarly articles that were significant in my research were “The Social Significance of Rap& Hip-Hop Culture” by Becky Blanchard; “The socio-political influence of rap music as poetry in the urban community” by Albert Devon Farr; and “Hip-Hop and Black Identity: A Meta-Analytic Review Explaining How Modern Hip-Hop Relates to Black Identity and How It Has Created Signs of Complacency in Today’s African-American Youth” by Neena Speer. All these articles explore the impacts of hip-hop music and culture among the youths.
First and foremost, “The Social Significance of Rap & Hip-Hop culture” article by Becky Blanchard under the topic Poverty & Prejudice: Media and Race aim to show the origin of hip-hop under the frame of social and historical context. Blanchard  argues that it appears the media and political groups have not hesitated to blame rap music for the increasing trend in youth violence. Nevertheless, the author disputes that though critics quickly point out the violent lyrics, they miss the point about the message in rap music. The author reasoned that due to rap’s history brief relation to the African oral tradition, it provided rap with much of its present social significance. Furthermore, Blanchard added it roots rap in a long-standing history of lyrical fetishism, oral historians, and political advocacy (Blanchard, Becky. "The Social Significance of Rap & Hip-Hop Culture." Journal of Poverty & Prejudice, spring pg.9).
The article by Becky Blanchard is well written. The author was able to achieve that through use of shreds of evidence and examples both from the African tradition to modern African-American culture. For instance, at the heart of oral tradition in West Africa, there was the idea of nommo. In the Malian Dogon cosmology, Nommo, the first human was given by Amma, a supreme deity, the creative power of spoken word. The philosophical concept advanced in the article, is that nommo refers to the delivery of words and the animative ability of words to act upon objects, thereby giving life. Therefore, due to the importance of nommo in the oral tradition of Africans, it has given the power to rap music and rappers within numerous African-American communities.
The article lays down the foundation for my final paper. It is because it provides a brief history of hip-hop and its social significance. The article “The Social Significance of Rap & Hip-Hop culture” complements the other article because it adds more flesh to bone, regarding the influence of hip-hop and rap music. For instance, the article highlights that rap songs are reflections of preexisting social, economic, and political disparities. Hence, it helps me have insight how hip-hop has evolved to become such an influential force.
I think the source is quite useful because of its vast knowledge and insight on the evolution of hip-hop and its influence on young adults. It left a huge impression on me since it appears that some public figures have tried to capitalize upon the fear of African-American uprising and cultural biases to place blame on rap music as the cause of recent series of incidents of youth violence. I will use it further on my final paper to reveal how hip-hop is the product of a set of political, historical and economic circumstances; and also to study the role it has served as a voice for those subjected to systematic economic and political oppression.
Secondly, the article by Albert D.Farr titled “The Socio-political influence of rap music as poetry in the urban community” highlights the influence of hip-hop music as a form of poetry in the urban centers. The purpose of this article is to explore the significance of the poetic politics of hip-hop and its vibrant effect on the black Americans in urban areas. The author argues that; if the poetry of other Harlem Renaissance poets and Langston Hughes were influential during the Great Migration in the urbanization of the black Americans from the south, then it is the poetry of hip-hop artists and rappers that appear within the modern urban community that define the place of many blacks. However, the question posed by the author is whether that is always a good thing?
The article is a credible source since it uses vivid explanations and examples. Furthermore, the article incorporates various ideas from scholars. The article asked a critical question whether rap music can be considered as poetry and it went on to explained why hip-hop music is considered to be poetry. For instance, hip-hop is a haven of collective expression and thought for the blacks who traditionally had no political voices. The article uses numerous examples from various artists such as Tupac, LL Cool J, and N.WA to show how the lyrical poetry has evolved. 




The concept expressed in the article by numerous artists and scholars such as David Coplan who stated that; today’s musical expression reflect the struggle for black determination, through which rappers portray and therefore maintain a pure reflection of ghetto mentality and urban black community. It is those expressions of Public Enemy and Tupac Shakur, all being black representatives, can accurately reflect the environment in which the artists were reared. If the concepts used are correct, then it is logical to conclude that rappers, who are poets, influenced the life of present-day black culture through the poetic expressions of today (Farr, Albert D. "The socio-political influence of rap music as poetry in the urban community.pg 40).
In comparison to the other articles, this article by Albert Farr agrees with the influence of hip-hop music highlighted in those articles. For instance, the article “The Socio-political influence of rap music as poetry in the urban community” suggested that rap music has immensely influenced socially the way blacks dress, talk and walk. More so, in the political scene, the blacks found a voice to raise awareness to their plight. Therefore, rap music as poetry has the responsibility of entertaining, educating and maintaining black culture. When all the three objectives are embraced by an artist, then the changes will occur on unimaginable levels.
In my opinion, this article is valid to the topic since it provides detail descriptions of the influence of hip-hop music. It left me thinking how hip-hop is considered as poetry.I will use it in my final paper due to the valid arguments and pieces of evidence offered which are quite insightful.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, the article Hip-Hop and Black Identity: A Meta-Analytic Review Explaining How Modern Hip-Hop Relates to Black Identity and How It Has Created Signs of Complacency in Today’s African-American Youth by Neena Speer shows the influence of hip-hop as an identity of blacks and hip-hop and morals. The article intends to systematically review the prospective connection between morals and hip-hop compared to complacency and morals. The author argues that hip-hop is an authentic illustration of the black culture and there is an association between listening to lyrics and moral dilemma or conflict. Nonetheless, the question raised by the article is whether today’s culture of hip-hop has lost vital elements thus leads to the widespread of negative effect (Speer, Neena Rani. "Hip-hop and black identity: A meta-analytic review explaining how modern hip-hop relates to black identity and how it has created signs of complacency in today’s African-American Youth." Pg. 15).
The article is a reliable source of information about the topic under discussion. The author has used numerous examples from various studies to support his arguments. For instance, he used a survey that stated that through the repetition of a genre that advocates misogyny and violence, the black culture appears to have embraced a similar mindset. Hence, hip-hop culture has continued to influence young African-Americans. The concepts in the article are such as Morals and Hip-hop culture; and Hip-hop and Black identity. The article’s strengths are all the studies stated that hip-hop is an efficient platform to reach and tap into the culture of the youth.Also due to the connection between black identity and hip-hop; some studies have acknowledged the need to enhance the representations of the minority culture that exists in their community. On the other hand, the gap of this meta-analysis includes lack of more articles with ordinal data to compare outcomes across the studies.
The article by Neena Speer complements the other articles. Based on the data obtained from the studies used, the common themes of hip-hop culture such as the use of sexually erotic images, misogynistic language, and derogatory language. The article revealed various studies that propose multiple connections with hip-hop and morals and black identity and hip-hop. Therefore, it adds support to the other article that suggests hip-hop has influenced the youths. 
In conclusion, the article is compelling and thought-provoking. It is because it showed the association between black identity and hip-hop. The author used sample studies that delved with the direct relationship of youth cultures with the hip-hop culture. Some studies have offered a different view that moral values have been affected by hip-hop music. Various studies pointed out that rap music and hip-hop have become indicative of cultures of resistance and crime in today's teenagers. I will utilize this article due to the methodology used to ensure quality assessment. For instance, the studies were assessed using Crowe Critical Appraisal Tool (CCAT) that allowed the researcher to appraise 352 articles to ensure quality independently. 
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