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A young Lutheran scholar particularly advanced the idea of a harmonious living between the Muslims and the Jewish in contrast to the highly oppressive Christendom medieval society. In medieval Muslim Spain, the historian believed the Jews had achieved a remarkable level of toleration, political achievement, and cultural integration. Jewish historians expounded on this idea of harmonious living during the golden age, discussing a full range of political and social life of the entire Muslim-Spanish society. Heinrich Graetz for instance has explicitly discussed Jewish life among the Arabs during the golden period (Cohen, 1976). The historians adopted this view because, during this period, the Jews mingled freely and comfortably with Muslims immersed in Arabic-Islamic culture. This included the language, poetry, philosophy, medicine and the study of the scriptures. 
The leading circumstance that necessitated an opposite view is the death of Al-Hakam II in 976. The position of the Jews became more precarious under the various smaller kingdoms. Consequently, the Jews faced major persecutions and were massacred in large numbers. Similarly, the Qur’an and other early Islamic sources are packed with anti-Jewish, even anti-Semitic, venom. Instead of protecting the Jews, the Muslims persecuted them restlessly often as badly as in medieval Christendom. This undisguised rejoinder to Arab/Muslim exploitation of the old Jewish depiction of interfaith harmony constitutes a “counter-myth of Islamic persecution.
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