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What Surprised You The Most About The Readings?
What surprised me is that in the Mexica society boys were trained for military life from their childhood because it was seen as the main measure of manhood. It is surprising because the young boys were exposed to the danger of fighting at a young age which can be life-threatening. Battle was also rated as a sign of bravery in which the one that won the battle was seen as the bravest (Page 9).

Select A Short Passage That Made You Sad.
The fact that made me sad is the demolition of the urban centre of Tenochtitlan which was compared to Venice and Paris. It was demolished yet it was flourishing to build Spanish churches. Its glory was lost within a period of three years which can be disheartening. The city is described as one that had the favour of the gods hence it was much held in high esteem (Page 7​).

Select A Short Passage That Made You Angry.
The last paragraph made me angry. The fact that the Mexica believed that the gods needed human blood is bizarre. They refer to human blood as precious water. They aimed at killing an opponent so that the gods may be appeased. It is agitating to believe that this was pleasurable to the Mexica society which in the real sense is cutting human life or inflicting pain on the opponent (Page 9). Their main aim was to present captives for sacrifice to please the gods. 

Select A Short Passage That Challenged Something You Knew Before Class Began.
The comparison of Mexica to Rome is something I did not see coming. I always believed the city came up in a normal way, but the passage clearly states that its development to power is a mixture of legend, myth and history. It has challenged what I knew before reading the passage (Page 4). 
Identify A Source Or A Passage That Confused You.
What confused me is how Topiltzin- Quetzalcoatl was born in the year one-reed and also left Tula in the year one-reed. The calendar is confusing despite the passage saying that it was fifty-two years apart (Page 8). It is not a familiar calendar hence I get confused by it. Also, the return of Cortes was believed to be the god ruler occurred in the year one-reed. 

Select A Short Passage That Made You Laugh.
The fact that barbarians who had migrated and lived in the frontiers of Mexica were not valued. Because of this, they could not be offered as a good sacrifice to the gods (Page 10). They were seen as unsuitable opponents because of their migratory nature. It is funny in a way how people's lives could be spared just because they are held in low esteem. It was during their sacrificial battles to please the gods. The people of Mexica loved the cult of warfare..

