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Summary of the Arguments
Argument 1: According to the article, in 1516 the Ottoman Empire conquered Syria and incorporated it into its empire (Hinnebusch & Lesch, 2013). The Ottoman system of governance was easily adapted by Syrians because it was not burdensome and because Turks respected Arabic as the language of the Quran and accepted the mantle of defenders of the faith. This is to mean that at that period, the Ottoman administration followed a system that led to peaceful coexistence in Syria. As time went by, the Ottoman started to face some challenges in defending itself against foreign invasion. In fact, the article talks about how European supported the pan-Islamism and put efforts in developing Syria’s agricultural and commercial sectors which are things that somehow threatened the Ottoman’s existence in Syria (Hinnebusch & Lesch, 2013). 
Argument 2: As time went by, the Ottoman Empire was not able to keep up with European countries and, therefore, it decided to forge alliance with Britain and Russia. The article talks about how Istanbul feared that Arab nationalism could be used as an ideological wedge to break Syria free from the Ottoman Empire (Hinnebusch & Lesch, 2013). Here, it would be plausible to believe that the rise of nationalism affected some territories within the empire as the empire could not catch up with western development. The inability to catch up with western development ended with dismemberment of some territories such as bilad ash-sham that was occupied by British and French. It is critical how the dismemberment led to the creation of other ministates such as Lebanon, Jordan, Iskanderun, Hatay, and Palestine that also dismembered from the Syrian rump. 
Argument 3: The essence of the growing sense of ethnic nationalism may have made nationalistic thought one of the most significant Western ideas imported to the Ottoman Empire. This created an emergency for the Ottoman to see the need for dealing with nationalism as something that was about to create a crisis in its empire. For this reason, it extended within and beyond its borders such as borders with Turkey to the north and Iraq to the east simply to make sure that nationalism did not cause more problems to the empire. Unfortunately, the Ottoman Empire did not succeed at its efforts in Syria something that led to its withdrawal in 1918. 
Argument 4: Even after the Ottoman had withdrawn from Syria, article explains how its allies had a hidden agenda or other opinions of colonizing Syria. For example, it explains how French kept the original agreement of “Sykes-Picot” and made a few amendments that created what the article refers to as the “mandate.” In simple words, through the mandate, the French argued that Syrian population could not survive by themselves and, therefore, they needed help from developed countries. This created a stage for France colonizing Syria, but it did not go for long as Syrian population felt that French administration was too harsh. As a result, this led to a series of revolutions until Syria gained its independence in 1946. 
After gaining its independence, the article explains how Syria was a “mosaic” of minorities and lacked distinct territorial core. It had a population of 2 million people where the majorities were Arabs who represented 90.3 percent of the total population. 
Criticism of the Article’s Methodology
The article is well organized as the author has arranged events in an order they took place. In fact, the article begins with a discussion of how the Ottoman Empire captured Syria, its ruling, and how it fell something that made it withdraw from Syria. Such kind of an organization makes it easy for the reader to understand historical events that were taking place in Syria. The transition to how France tried to colonize Syria is also making the information flow smoothly. The article makes it clear that being one of the allies of Syria, France occupation in Syria was not purely based on good faith, but it was much interested in helping Syria overthrow the Ottoman governance so it can ultimately pursue its interests. 
By presenting some information about the population, demography, economy, governance, political, social, and religious outlook of Syria after independence, the author helps the reader compare and contrast how the region has changed over time. This is important in enhancing the understanding of the things that continue to shape Syria as a country. For example, the influence of the “notable” during the Ottoman’s empire and how the European played part in the introduction of Christianity in Syria that in the beginning was Arabic. 
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