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Discuss some of the ways that Native Americans and African Americans have been depicted in Hollywood films throughout the history of cinema.
Hollywood films have always been showing stereotypes regarding the Native Americans and African Americans throughout the history of cinema. African Americans have been treated as second-class people since the start of the cinema. The blacks have been thought to be slaves since they were forcibly brought in the country as slaves to the white man. Therefore, throughout the history of Hollywood cinema, blacks have never been shown to be equal to their counterpart whites. The blacks have been portrayed in the movies to be lazy, animal-like, sub-human, violet, childish, irresponsible, submissive, cowardly, as well as stupid (Robinson, 1998). Such degrading stereotypes have been reinforced as well as enhanced through the negative portrayal of the African Americans in the media. 
The Hollywood movies have displayed a negative perception of the African American. Films have got various uses among them including bringing awareness as well as spreading certain messages to the audience. However, at times these same movies have been exaggerating traits about a particular group of people within the society. Such a thing leads to an insulting, over-generalized perception toward the specific group of people been shown on the screen. For instance, the movie Birth of a Nation cast the African-American men as uneducated people as well as savage brutes who preyed on the innocent white girls (Yurii & Eric, 1999). Such a cast is meant to frame the African-American in such a critical manner which eventually causes stigmatization that ultimately haunts the black community up to present. 
The movies have also portrayed African Americans as gangsters or thugs. Such a depiction shows a stereotype that the blacks are criminals and such a notion sticks in the minds of the viewers (Robinson, 2004). Such a notion makes the viewers or the rest of the people within the society to hold on to the belief that blacks are criminals.
Hollywood movies have also mispresented the Native Americans. The movies have portrayed the Native Americans as people who are completely different from the whites, they have been perceived as aliens. For example in D.W. Griffith’s The Battle at Elderbush Gulch, the Indians are aliens – people who are completely different from the Whites. There is a scene in the film where the Indians are shown surrounding a family that was trapped in a house, however, the family gets rescued at long last. Such a scene also shows that the Indians or the Native Americans were inferior to the whites since they were conquered before they could harm the family that had been trapped in the house. 
The Hollywood movies portrayed the Native Americans as people who were not stylish. Many of the movies have been showing the Indians dressed traditionally. The Indians were put on the feathered headdress and painted their face. This can be asserted to be a mockery to the way the Indians used to live (Robinson, 1998). Therefore, by casting the Indians dressed in their traditional way was some kind of mockery to their traditional way of dressing. For instance, in Reel Injun movie there appears the Native Americans who get slashed by cowboys riding on horses who later on get furnished in the horizons. This is a clear indication of the white supremacy over the Native Americans. 
How have Native Americans and African American filmmakers responded to these depictions and subverted them by reshaping visual narratives of cultural identity?
The Native Americans and African American filmmakers have responded to these depictions and strived to subvert them by reshaping visual narratives concerning cultural identity. An example of a filmmaker company that despised the movies that were cast negatively showing the African Americans is the Micheaux Film Corporation. The filmmaker rejected typical Hollywood roles that were meant to be taken up by blacks (Yurii, et al., 1999). Instead of showing African American negatively, the filmmaker decided to show the African Americans taking up positions that commanded respect, authority as well as power. In his film, the filmmaker offered fully developed black characters as opposed to the mainstream film’s simplistic as well as cruel stereotypes. Such a move inspired African Americans to work hard to reclaim their independence. 
The filmmaker, Eddie Murphy has been working hard to employ his position as an entertainer as well as a comedian to help in erasing certain stereotypes as well as bringing to light some social issues within the society. In the film Life where Eddie Murphy has produced and acted as stars with Martin Lawrence, which is not wholly acted by Blacks, goes ahead to expose how drug trafficking-related arrests and racism are linked (Yurii, et al., 1999). Drug trafficking has been a hotly-debated issue in the current society, specifically in the United States of America. Lawrence together with some other characters gets arrested after they are linked to a murder case that had occurred earlier. However, the murder of the black man was carried out by the local police. Since the police suspect Lawrence together with some other characters of being involved in alcohol trafficking, they get an easy target to the judge who in return proceeds to issue a sentence of life in prison. The drug traffickers are an easy target for policemen who are corrupt in our society since they have been viewed to be vulnerable to such cases (Robinson, 2004). The media had been showing stereotypical drug dealers of today as Latinos or Blacks who are ready to murder at any given time. Through setting the movie at a period of prohibition instead of the present day, the filmmakers are in a position to ensure that they have made their point without attacking anyone who could fight back. Such a filmmaker has helped in explaining how people who are innocent end up being caught, and by contradicting the images of the drug traffickers which many individuals have been made to believe to be true.  
In conclusion, most of the Hollywood films are all guilty of what most individuals within the society would fail not to consider as racist acts as well as beliefs. Native Americans as well as African Americans have had a long as well as complex history in the Hollywood film industry. In the past, the Native Americans and African Americans were depicted stereotypically. However, it reached a time when the filmmakers decided it was time to cast films that were meant to erase these stereotypes and indicate that all people were equal. 
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