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Homelessness is a major urban problem and homeless individuals are majorly viewed as a menace to the society. Among the other minorities in the population regarding race, ethnicity and sexual orientation, the homeless are also a group of individuals that exhibit a different livelihood. In numerous instances, societal perceptions of homeless individuals, is drug users and violent alcoholics which is a false impression that does not apply to all homeless individuals. Regarding societal reaction to homeless individuals, often times people create illusions painting life as a happy picture. Stereotypically, these individuals are also confused to be criminals hence are discriminated and treated poorly by the society. Homelessness is also associated with poverty and increased crime rates in the society.
 These individuals are also exposed to harsh conditions thus it becomes difficult to cope in the streets and indulge in drug usage for survival. Regarding the societal perceptions, majority of homeless individuals struggle with substance abuse, and may be addicted. Substance use, is complex because it is a cause and a result of drug abuse (Yamamoto et al., 2018). Addiction problems may cause disruption in individual’s relationships with friends and family thus making them lose their job. In numerous situations, substance abuse results from homelessness rather than cause it. Homeless individuals often turn to substances and drugs so as to cope with the harsh realities they face. Use of these substances is to obtain temporary reliefs from their problems and substance use in reality exacerbates their problems, and decrease employment stability. 
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