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Hospitality
The American Hotel and Lodging Association
	The American Hotel and Lodging Association (AHLA, 2019) has a mission statement of "All Together powerful." The organization aims at providing a vibrant and unified hospitality environment that empowers the American economy.  Besides, it aims at indispensable resource serving, advocating, and supporting other hoteliers to the rest of the world. The membership options include allied, allied +, management/owners/chains, independent properties, branded properties, international, academia, student, women in lodging, and under 30 gateway membership. A person must be affiliated to either of the options to be a member. The fees for a student is $45 per year while for female hospitality professionals, there is no membership fee (AHLA, n. d).
	The organization has membership benefits that include a range of discounts on services, products, and events. Also, it has a library where members can get conceptual frameworks on various subjects. Most importantly, the organization advocates for health issues in the hospitality industry. The members play an integral part in the decision-making and policy-making processes. Also, the members have equal opportunities for AHLA's board of directors, councils, and committees. The organization provides answers and guides members on crisis management, regulatory, and industrial matters. The members can network and harness opportunities that thousands of allies, colleagues, and industry leaders provide. The members also get timely notifications, advisories, and news (AHLA, n. d). The organization is of interest to me since I will be able to participate in industry events as well as professional development activities; therefore, acquire lifelong knowledge. The organization will set a foundation for my hospitality career since I will be able to network through conferences and meetings where property managers and managers discuss issues of hospitality in details. The organization aligns with my career path since it deals with multiple issues and provides incentives in the hotel and lodging industry.
California Restaurant Association
	The California Restaurant Association (CRA) has a mission statement that states that "We are the voice of the restaurant industry" (CRA, n. d). The association aims at being the uniting force of the restaurant industry by establishing collaborative efforts with the community. Besides, it also offers valuable information to a business that helps them be sustainable. The membership options include allied members and restaurateur. In this regard, an applicant must either be a provider of products and services related to eateries or owner of a restaurant.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	The membership benefits include dual National Restaurant Association memberships that enable members to receive complimentary badges to the organization's shows and exhibitions. The organization provides legal resources to hoteliers that help them deal with liability issues through monthly calls. Also, the organization offers training on issues such as online sexual harassment, food safety, allergen prevention, alcohol management, and safety compliance to hoteliers.  Most importantly, it advocates for the interest of hoteliers through intensive lobbying, campaigns, legislative policies monitoring, and political actions (CRA, n. d). The organization is of interest to me since I will be able to access up-to-date resources that will help me run my eateries or hotel service lines in the future. Also, I will be part of the community that has several networking opportunities that will enable to share ideas with other members regarding the hospitality industry. The organization aligns with my career interest since I am planning to start up a hotel business or a service line after my studies, and the help I will acquire from CRA will help me thrive in a highly competitive market. 
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