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How the Other Half Lives: Summary
How the Other Half Lives by Jacob Riis is an illustration of the lives of the poverty stricken urban neighborhoods whose consideration was not taken seriously by the rich and the government, just before the 20th century. Jacob Riis indicates how the slums and poor tenements in New York City suffered injustices of extreme degree especially due to the popular notion at the time that poverty was the fault of the poor. He examines the poorly developed roads and poor sanitation that characterized these underprivileged parts of the city. According to him, underdevelopment in these areas was not only a sign of poverty but also its cause. He illustrates that the poor individuals who resided in these neighborhoods were normal people, who worked hard but were met by harsh circumstances that maintained their poverty level (Riis, 1971).
The significance of referring to the book How The Other Half Lives itself include the fact that reading the book brings out Jacob Riis tone and assists one to understand the criticality of the situation at the time of publication. For example, Riis’s tone indicates that he was sad about the condition of the tenements of New York, and sadder was he knowing that these conditions were not the faults of the inhabitants. Additionally, referring to the primary source provides the advantage of viewing firsthand the photographs taken by Jacob Riis. The book uses both prose and photography to illustrate the poor conditions of the tenements. Viewing these pictures helps the reader to clearly relate the words and the actual situation. Generally by getting firsthand information from this primary source, one will get a clear understanding of the history behind its publication, empathize with the author or the people illustrated in the book, and manage to accurately relate the situation in the past to the present.
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