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CHAPTER 3:	ORGANIZING AND DRAFTING YOUR PROJECT

3a Crafting an Effective Thesis

3a.1 What should a good thesis do?

Condense your ideas in one or two sentences.
Present the topic of your paper and comment on your position in relation to the topic.
Tell the reader what the paper is about and help guide your writing and keep your argument focused. 

3a.2 Create a draft thesis by answering the following question: 
What are the effects of computer gaming on teenagers?

Computer gaming increases laziness among teenagers, because it wastes a lot of their time.

3a.3 Choose one of the following topics: 

· breed-specific dog laws (such as laws banning pit bulls, for example)
· laws restricting noise levels in public places
· laws that ban smoking inside and outside

Ask a question about an aspect of the topic that interests you, and then answer that question to create a draft thesis statement for a paper.

Topic: laws restricting noise levels in public places
Question: what is the maximum level of noise that is legally acceptable in public places?
Answer: the maximum level of noise legally acceptable in public places is that which does not go beyond one mile.

3a.5 Identify the weakness(es) of the following thesis statement: “Fast food is bad for people.”

The thesis does not give a reason why fast food is bad for people.


3b Organizing Your Ideas

3b.1 Study the random brainstorming below. Organize the ideas into categories. 

· People let their dogs and cats run loose
· People don’t spay/neuter
· Thousands of animals are euthanized every year
· Want to breed their dog so their kids can experience the “miracle of life”
· Choose a puppy or kitten because it’s cute—no thought to what it will be as an adult
· Puppies and kittens grow up—chew things, bite, scratch, not trained—get dumped at pound or shelter
· Don’t understand how much work it takes to care for an animal 
· Animal control has to rescue dogs and cats—victims of cruelty, neglect
· Pet stores market “cuteness”
· Get an animal so the kids will learn responsibility
· Animal shelters are overcrowded
· Buy chicks or baby rabbits around Easter

People’s problems with pets:
· People let their dogs and cats run loose
· People don’t spay/neuter
· Want to breed their dog so their kids can experience the “miracle of life”
· Choose a puppy or kitten because it’s cute—no thought to what it will be as an adult
· Don’t understand how much work it takes to care for an animal 
· Get an animal so the kids will learn responsibility
· Buy chicks or baby rabbits around Easter
Pets’ affairs:
· Thousands of animals are euthanized every year
· Puppies and kittens grow up—chew things, bite, scratch, not trained—get dumped at pound or shelter
· Animal control has to rescue dogs and cats—victims of cruelty, neglect
· Pet stores market “cuteness”
· Animal shelters are overcrowded


3b.3 Spend five minutes brainstorming about a pet peeve you have. Organize your ideas into categories. 

My biggest pet peeve is poor product performance
Effect on customer:
· Reduces customer loyalty
· Customer is dissatisfied
· Costly to get an alternative product
· Makes customer stressed
Effect to business selling the product:
· Low return customers
· Low sales and profits
· Current stock will become obsolete
· Costly lawsuits from customers
· A lot of customer complaints everyday.

3b.6 Which of the following are outlining techniques?

a. scratch outline
b. topic outline
c. sentence outline
d. all of the above

D. All of the above.

3b.7 Which type of outlining do you normally do? Why?

Sentence outline. Because it allows me to write in complete sentences so that I have easy time when wring my final draft.

3c Preparing to Draft

3c.1 Write a paragraph describing your drafting process. Be as specific as you can about how, where, when, etc., you tend to draft papers.

Whenever I am given a college essay assignment, I begin my drafting process by looking at the subject area the essay requires. Then I do research on the various topics that fall under the required subject area. I develop a list of at least 5 topics. Then I select the most current because I like writing about current issues. After selecting a specific topic, I develop at least five questions about the topic and try answering them. the question that I find the easiest to answer is what I pick on. From the answer to the easiest question, I draft my thesis statement and proceed to doing research on the ideas presented in my thesis. From the ideas, I draft a sentence outline consisting of introduction, body, and conclusion as the main sections. I like drafting my papers with five body paragraphs, but this varies depending on the requirement of the each paper. After drafting by sentence outline, I usually make sure my professor sees it first before I can embark on writing my final draft.

3d Drafting: Explaining and Supporting Your Ideas

3d.1 What would be appropriate evidence to support the topic sentence (or main idea) in your writing project’s body paragraphs?

Evidence from peer reviewed journals that relate to your topic or ideas addressed in the paragraphs.

3d.2 What is weak about the evidence in the following paragraph?

Animals have long been shown to have a beneficial effect on children in hospitals. An animal can remind a child of a missed pet at home and make him or her feel more comfortable in the hospital, which is often a very sterile environment. Animals, dogs in particular, give affection freely and in an unbiased way. Children often feel alienated and alone in the adult clinical world of the hospital and generally respond well to the unconditional affection of a therapy dog. Contact with animals also can help a stressed child relax before and during an uncomfortable procedure. Just holding and petting an animal can calm an upset child and enhance the recovery process. Appreciation of the potential role of animals in the pediatric ward is steadily growing.
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The topic sentence, “Animals have long been shown to have a beneficial effect on children in hospitals,” does not provide the citation of the material that shows beneficial animals have been to children in hospitals. the writer should have included a citation of the source where he got this idea.
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