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CHAPTER 4:	CRAFTING AND CONNECTING PARAGRAPHS

4.1 List the six requirements that will make a paragraph essential to your whole essay.

Topic sentence
Evidence
Unity
Coherence
Adequate development
Error free

4a Writing Relevant Paragraphs

[bookmark: _Hlk532354250]4a.1 Is a paragraph on yoga relevant to a paper comparing the effectiveness of different arthritis treatments? Explain

A paragraph on yoga is irrelevant to a paper comparing the effectiveness of different arthritis treatments because yoga is a mental exercise yet arthritis is a problem of bones.

4b Writing Unified Paragraphs

4b.1 Write a unified paragraph on the following topic: your own eating habits. 

I am a vegetarian and hence my eating habits are dominantly characterized by eating fruits and other vegetables. Generally, I take three meals a day: breakfast, lunch, and supper. During lunch and supper, I take one banana and half an orange. My breakfast is majorly made up of a hot cup of tea and brown bread. I like brown bread because it is sugarless. I don’t take too much sugar and I prefer drinking fresh milk to mill tea.

4c Writing Coherent Paragraphs

4c.1 How does writing coherent paragraphs help fulfill the writer’s responsibility to the reader?

Coherent paragraphs make the piece of writing smooth and logical, something that makes it easier for the reader to read and understand the message being conveyed.

4c.2 Explain when a paragraph is coherent.

When the words, phrases and sentences in a paragraph move smoothly and logically from one to the other.

4c.3 List five sample transitional words or phrases.

And
In addition
Furthermore
Moreover
Besides

4d Developing Paragraphs Using Patterns

4d.1 Which type of organization would be suitable for an essay which tries to demonstrate that wind power would be a more viable option than solar power for Detroit?

The advantages-disadvantages type of organization.

4d.2 Which type of organization would be suitable for a paragraph analyzing the strategy of the English at the battle of Agincourt?

A problem-solution type of organization

4d.3 Which type of organization would be suitable for a paragraph explaining how to create a soufflé?

Sequential type of organization

4d.4 Which type of organization would be suitable for a paragraph discussing the reasons for the American Civil War?

Cause-effect type of organization

4d.6 Write a paragraph about a process you are very familiar with. Use transitions that indicate time sequence to improve its coherence.

The process of sending money from MPESA to your equity bank is very simple. First and foremost, you need to go to your MPESA menu on your mobile phone then select LIPA NA MPESA. Thereafter, select PAYBIL, then select BUSINES NUMBER and enter 247247, which is the equity bank’s business number. After keying in the business number, select ACCOUNT NUMBER and enter your equity bank’s account number. Lastly, enter the amount you want to send to your account and key in your MPESA PIN. A prompt to confirm your transaction will pop up on your phone’s screen where you should verify if the details of the transactions are correct and then click confirm. You will receive an almost instant text message confirming that your transaction was successful.

4d.7 Write a paragraph in which you contrast two brands of some product that you own or know about. Use transitional words that indicate contrast. 

Samsung galaxy note4 differs greatly from Infinix note4. Whereas Samsung galaxy note4 has a camera of sixteen megapixels, Infinix note 4 has a camera of 13 megapixels. Another difference between these two brands of mobile phones is that while Samsung galaxy note4battery whose capacity is 3220 mAh, Infinix note 4 has a battery with a capacity of 4300 mAh, which is greater than that of Samsung galaxy note4. Last but not least, Samsung galaxy note4 use Quaod core for its performance whereas Infinix uses Octa core for its performance.

4d.8 Write a paragraph describing your favorite room. 

My favorite has several qualities. To begin with, my favorite room is that which is spacious enough to allow me to dance freely because that is my greatest hobby. Secondly, the room is well ventilated to allow free flow of fresh air. I hate comfy conditions and that is why my favorite room has to be adequately ventilated. Another feature of my favorite room is that the room has to well illuminated because I hate darkness. Last but not least the room has to be light painted because I like light colored things.

4d.10 Write a paragraph detailing good study techniques.

Studying is a tedious task that requires good techniques for one to be successful in doing it. One of the best study techniques is note making. This is mostly applicable when reading a large text and where you make short notes of the main points of the text as you read along for easy retrieval. The second technique that is good for study is summarizing the text. This is done after reading a given text where the reader condenses the most essential points of the text into a paragraph or two to help manage the volume of the material to read in future retrievals. Last but not least, group discussion is a good study technique that helps the learner to gain a wider view of the concepts learned by hearing from friends.

4d.11 Using the alternating method, write a paragraph comparing or contrasting attending high school with attending college.

Attending school is more difficult compared to attending college. This is because schools have very strict timetables that all learners must follow no matter what. In addition, schools still practice physical punishing where learners can be caned if they make mistakes in school. On the contrary, colleges have very flexible time tables that give learners a lot of freedom to do other activities of their own. In addition, attending class in college is not mandatory and learners are not subjected to physical punishment when they make mistakes in college.

4d.12 Using cause-and-effect, write a paragraph explaining what made you choose your particular college or university.

There are several reasons that made me choose my current college. The first one is that this college offers flexible lecture timetables and allows students to have local arrangements with the lecturers on their class attendance schedules. The second reason why I chose this college is because it is affordable. The college fee structure here is budget friendly and it fits my budget constraints perfectly well, something that makes me to study without financial distress. Last but not least, I chose this college because it has state of the art sports facilities. I like playing football and the wonderful football pitch that this college has attracted me to come here.


4d.13 Write a paragraph analyzing the types of food available to you in or around your college or university. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are a wide range of food available to me in college. One of such food is chicken, specifically fried chick. I personally like the way chicken is prepared in college and I really enjoy eating it. The second type of food available to me in college is fish. There is a plenty supply of heroine here in college and the cooks know how to prepare it perfectly. The other type of food available here is bread. I like brown bread and I like the fact that I can get it right her in college.

4e Writing Introductory Paragraphs

4e.1 What should a strong introduction do?

Grab the attention of the readers, hook them and make them want to continue reading the piece of writing.

4e.2 List three strategies you might use to catch your readers’ attention.

Help them see what you see
Make it personal 
Use emotions

4e.3 Look back at an introduction to a paper you have recently written. What are its strengths? Weaknesses?
 
Strengths: it outlines to the reader what the essay is about in a succinct and concise manner. It starts with a question which serves as clincher to grab the reader’s attention.
Weaknesses: it does not help the reader to see what I see. It does not contain any emotions.

4f Writing Concluding Paragraphs

4f.1 List three strategies you might use to write an effective conclusion.

Restate the thesis
Summarize the main points
Propose a cause for action, a solution to an issue, or a question for further study.

4f.2 Look back at a conclusion to a paper you have recently written. What are its strengths? Weaknesses?

Strengths: it restates the thesis statement. It summarizes the main argument of the paper.
Weaknesses: it does not provide a question for further study. It does not proposes a course of action.

4g Connecting Paragraphs

4g.1 Which strategies can writers use to connect paragraphs to one another?

a. Provide transitional expressions.
b. Repeat words and phrases strategically.
c. Use pronouns, synonyms, and equivalent expressions to refer back to works and ideas introduced earlier.
d. Create parallel sentence structures.
e. all of the above

A. Provide transitional expressions.
4g.2 Identify two strategies used in the essay below to provide coherence between paragraphs.

Alternative Energy: Does It Really Offer an Alternative?
In general, members of the environmental, or green, movement work toward a common goal: to establish and maintain a healthy planet. Although environmentalists might agree on this overarching objective, groups within the movement have different opinions about how best to preserve nature. Some focus on the big picture—stopping climate change—and so they work to reduce our carbon emissions by providing alternatives to fossil fuels; others focus on local issues, and so they work to preserve habitats for local plants and animals. Often, the result is conflict.  
When it comes to alternative energy, environmentalists are divided. There are those who see the numerous environmental benefits of using alternative fuel sources. Alternative energy reduces greenhouse gas emissions, which improves air quality and slows the rate of global warming. Renewable energy sources—namely, the sun, wind, and water—are sustainable; they cannot be depleted and therefore can be used for the foreseeable future (“Environmental Benefits”). But even if they acknowledge these advantages, opposing environmentalists point out that there are drawbacks as well. New structures needed to generate this energy can have negative consequences on their surroundings, causing problems that range from ruining picturesque views to endangering some species of animals to, in the case of nuclear energy, poisoning human beings (Breen, Glod, Mark). As serious and time sensitive as the issue of climate change is, alternative energy is not a solution if it will be just as harmful to wildlife as conventional energy.  
One type of alternative energy that seems safe on the surface is wind energy: It relies on a clean, renewable resource that will have little effect on the local environment. Or will it? Wind turbines reach hundreds of feet into the air (Glod), endangering any bird or bat that flies through this air space. Eric Glitzenstein, an attorney with a public-interest law firm and president of the Wildlife Advocacy Project, testified before Congress that a 44-turbine wind farm in West Virginia killed dozens of migrating birds in a single night (6). The New York Times reported that both parties to a lawsuit over construction of a wind farm in Greenbrier County, West Virginia, acknowledge that more than 100,000 bats will be killed over twenty years by the 122 proposed turbines. Some of those killed might be the endangered Indiana bat, whose population has already fallen by half since 1967 (Glod). Opponents to this wind farm recognize that alternative energy sources, like wind power, are necessary if we are to slow global warming, but they are also concerned about the hazards the new technology creates.  
Solar energy plants, too, are an alternative to more polluting fossil fuels, but they may also threaten local wildlife. The San Diego Union Tribune reports that some environmentalists in Imperial County, California, are fighting the construction of solar energy facilities. They argue that the facility will endanger both fl at-tailed horned lizards and peninsular bighorn sheep (Breen). Another solar project in the Mojave Desert is being opposed on the grounds that it will threaten California desert tortoises and endangered cacti (Breen).  
Nuclear energy is also being touted as a clean alternative to fossil fuels. With the looming threat of global warming, some environmentalists now feel that increasing nuclear power production is preferable to burning fossil fuels. According to Stewart Brand, the founder and editor of the Whole Earth Catalog, “Climate change . . . changes priorities. Suddenly, worrying about radiation 6,000 years from now kind of goes down the list” (qtd. in Mark). Antinuclear activists, however, remind us of the accidents that occurred at nuclear power plants in Three Mile Island, Pennsylvania, and Chernobyl, Ukraine, in the 1970s and 1980s; they also warn that there is still no safe way to dispose of radioactive fuel rods and that, since we have not yet found a way to store nuclear waste safely, using even more nuclear energy will increase the environmental damage (Mark).  
Clearly, it is important that we reduce our carbon footprint, but it is also important that we protect the living things with which we share the planet. In the face of green versus green conflicts, we must look for realistic solutions. In some cases, that is already being done. Wind-power company Invenergy, for example, has proposed several compromises with Greenbrier County residents to reduce the number of bats killed, including using sound to keep bats away from the turbines (Glod). In the Imperial County and Mojave Desert cases, new locations for construction are being considered (Breen). In terms of nuclear power, new theories about how to store nuclear waste safely are being proposed and tested (Mark). More importantly, however, we must change the way we approach the problem. Yes, we will continue to need energy, but shouldn’t we also consider how we can reduce our energy demands as well? We are faced with the prospect of climate change today because of our recklessness with natural resources. It is time to consider how we can do more with less. 
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1. The use of transitional expressions: “and” in the last paragraph, “In the Imperial County and Mojave Desert cases…”
2. The use of contrasting words: “but” in the last paragraph, “Clearly, it is important that we reduce our carbon footprint, but it is also important that we…”
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