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CHAPTER 14	EVALUATING INFORMATION

14a Evaluating for Relevance and Reliability

14a.1 When is a source relevant?

When the source talks about a subject that relates to your paper’s topic and provides information within the time-frame of your interest.

14a.2 What should you preview when evaluating the relevance of a source to your project? 

You should preview the abstract which gives a snapshot of what the source is all about and gives a summary of key findings that the material presents.

14a.3 What questions should you ask to determine a source’s reliability?

Who are the authors of the source?
Are the authors specialists in the area the source addresses?
Where is the source found?
Is the source scholarly or peer reviewed journal?

14a.4 What are the differences between a scholarly work and a popular one?

A scholarly work is that which has been written by scholars or professionals who are experts in their field whereas a popular work is that which has been written by a person or people who are not experts or professionals in their fields, usually to express their opinions on the subject covered in the work.

14a.5 Why is reviewing a source’s bibliography or list of works cited useful in determining relevance?

Because source’s bibliography shows the kinds of works the source made reference to, and hence shows the depth of research that was done in creating the source.

14a.6 Why are sources accessed through your college library more likely to be reliable than sources located through a Google search?

Because the college library database contains only those sources that meet a certain standard of reliability that the college has set and hence they are reliable. On the other hand, google contains nearly everything from facts to lies and you can never be sure of the reliability of any source that is googled.

14a.7 What does it mean if an author has a “vested interest” in a topic he or she is writing about?

This means that the author has a personal reason for writing about that topic, the reason of which may be financial or other gain.
14bEvaluating Online Texts: Websites, Blogs, Wikis, and Discussion Forums

14b.1 What clues might indicate that a URL is a personal site? 

If the URL contains the name or names of a person.
If the URL starts with the word “personal” or “confidential.”

14b.2 What factors might you consider when evaluating the reliability of a website? 

The name of the organization hosting the website. The organization should be one that really exists and is known for hosting works on a certain subject area.
The contact information given on the website for making inquiries. The contacts should be working when tried.
If the website can be accessed later on using the same URL address.

14b.3 Evaluate a website that pertains to a research project you are working on or one that is relevant to your field of study. How would you rate its reliability? Why?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The link to the website is: https://vittana.org.  This website is reliable because it is hosted by a well-known organization, Vittana, a blogging site where big issues are published after having been thoroughly reviewed. In addition, the contact information given on this website is real and working because I have tried it out. This website is also reliable because the articles that are posted on this website are those written by experts who have experience in political matters.

14cEvaluating Visual Sources

14c.1 What questions should you ask to determine the relevance and reliability of visual sources?

Who are the producers of the visual source?
Is it an original version of the source?
What is the topic being addressed in the visual source?
When was the visual source produced?
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