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CHAPTER 15	USING INFORMATION RESPONSIBLY: TAKING NOTES AND 
AVOIDING PLAGIARISM

15.1 What is plagiarism?

The practice of taking someone else’s work or ideas and presenting them as your own.

15.2 What is patchwriting?

The failed attempt of paraphrasing that involves patching together direct quotes or different pieces of information that are too close to the source.

15bUsing Information Ethically: What You Do and Do Not Have to Acknowledge

15b.1 When do you have to acknowledge a source?

When you have used a borrowed idea from another source in your text.

[bookmark: _Hlk532346127]15b.2 Is common knowledge the same across academic disciplines?

Common knowledge is not the same across academic disciplines.

15b.3 Indicate whether the following is or is not common knowledge:

a. The date of the presidential inauguration: not common
b. The date of the last Grateful Dead concert: is common
c. Statistics from the last U.S. census: not common
d. Interpretations of the meaning of the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: not common

15b.4 Indicate whether the following statement is true or false: Students may borrow images from the Web without citing them.

a. True
b. False

B. False

15c Making Notes That Help You Avoid Plagiarizing

15c.1 Name two strategies for maintaining good research notes, ones that will help you avoid inadvertent plagiarism.

Quote, that is, use quotes to indicate that the text has been taken from another source.
Avoid copy-pasting the text verbatim from the reference material.


15d Making Notes That Help You Research

15d.1 What is the difference between summarizing, paraphrasing, and patchwriting a source?

Summarizing is the practice of distilling the essential concepts of a text of source into a shorter text like a paragraph or two. 
Paraphrasing is the practice of expressing the meaning of a source using different words.
Patchwriting is the failed attempt of paraphrasing that involves patching together direct quotes or different pieces of information that are too close to the source.

15e Paraphrasing without Patchwriting

15e.1 What should a researcher do to paraphrase a source without patchwriting?

A researcher should use completely different words to express the meaning of a source.

15f Summarizing

15f.1 What should a researcher do to summarize a source accurately?

A researcher should list all the most important concepts of the source, then use his own words put essential concepts together in a coherent paragraph or two.

15gQuoting

15g.1 When is it appropriate to include a quotation from a source? 

When the quote cannot be expressed in version of words without changing its original meaning.

15g.2 What should a writer do if she or he is quoting frequently but paraphrasing little and summarizing less?

Provide the citation for all the quoted, paraphrased and summarized information.

15h Using Analysis, Interpretation, Synthesis, and Critique in Your Notes

15h.1. What are four ways of engaging with a source that you should remember as you take notes?

Analysis 
Interpretation
Synthesis
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