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CHAPTER 2:	PLANNING YOUR PROJECT

2aAnalyzing Your Writing Situation

2a.1 What should the writer consider when analyzing the writing situation?

The writer should consider the purpose of writing, that is, what to accomplish in the piece of writing. In addition, the writer should consider the audience, that is, what they would like to read in the piece of writing. The writer should also consider the required length of the piece of writing and how long to write it.

2a.2 What are the classical purposes for writing?

There are four classical purposes for writing. The first one is expression where the writer writes to express themselves to the intended audience, for example by telling a personal story. The second purpose is persuasion where the writer writes to argue a certain point to persuade the reader to buy the idea. The third is communication where the writer writes send a message to the audience in written form. The fourth purpose is the creation of a literary work, for example, writing a poem or a song.

2a.4 What do you need to consider about your audience when planning your writing project?

The things to consider about your audience when planning your writing project include the size, tastes, expectations, political interest, education level, cultural circumstances, moral and social concerns of the intended audience. These factors will determine the choice of words to use in the writing piece in order to make the most sense of the message being relayed in the minds of the audience.

2a.5 Write a paragraph about something you like to do. Use words with positive connotations that really convey your feelings. 

Watching professional football is a hobby that I developed in my childhood and there is nothing that makes me happier than watching my favorite team play and win in any given football encounter. Football is the only thing that can make me suspend my sleep in this world. In fact, I cannot count how many times I have forgotten about the appointments I make to meet people just to go and watch football. If my team is playing a match, I cannot even eat until the match is over. My friends always tell me that if my vein is cut, then what will flow out is not blood but football.

2a.6 Take the opposite view of the subject you wrote about in exercise 2a.5. Rewrite the paragraph, substituting negative language to change the tone.

Watching professional football is the worst thing that I have never developed interest for since my childhood and there is nothing that makes me bored like watching teams play in a football encounter. Football is the only thing that cannot make me suspend my sleep in this world. In fact, I have never forgotten about the appointments I make to meet people because of watching football. If teams are playing a match, I cannot wait suspend my meals until the match is over. My friends always tell me that I have a passionate hate for football.

2a.7 Rewrite the same paragraph from exercises 2a.5 and 2a.6 one more time, substituting neutral language to create a more objective tone.

Watching professional football is a hobby that I developed in my childhood and watching my favorite team play and win in any given football encounter makes me happy. Football can make me suspend my sleep. In fact, I have forgotten many appointments I make to meet because of watching football. If my team is playing a match, I don’t eat until the match is over. My friends always tell me that if my vein is cut, then what will flow out is blood that is football-branded.

2a.8The following passage was written for adults. Rewrite it for a middle-school audience.

The ramifications of bilingual education have been widely debated. One faction believes that providing bilingual education creates a disincentive for students to become totally fluent in English. The other faction believes that bilingual education provides second-language learners with a more gradual and gentler transition into American culture, thus allowing them more opportunity for academic success.

The consequences of multi-language education have been widely debated. One group believes that providing multi-language education creates a discouragement for students to become totally fluent in English. The other group believes that multi-language education provides second-language learners with a more gradual and gentler transition into American culture, thus allowing them more opportunity for academic success.

2a.9 What are the four contexts for which you are likely to have to write?

Definition/Explanation Clues
Restatement/Synonym Clues
Contrast/Antonym Clues
Inference/General Context Clues

2a.10 What does the word “genre” mean?

A style or category of art, music, or literature.

2b Analyzing an Assignment

2b.1 What words in an assignment suggest an informative purpose?

Analyze
Discuss
Explain
State
Describe 

2b.2 What words in an assignment suggest a persuasive purpose?

Argue for/against
Compare/Contrast

2c Generating Ideas

2c.1 List five invention techniques that can help you generate a topic and/or think critically about how to develop it.

Brainstorming
Freewriting
Problem solving/Asking the right question
Using resources/Journal writing and note-taking
Using a journalistic approach/ Asking the five Ws and H questions.

2c.2 What is freewriting?

A prewriting technique in which you write continuously for a set of period of time without paying attention to spelling, grammar, or topic.

2c.3 Freewrite on one of the following topics for five minutes: the behavior of children in supermarkets; other people’s driving; smoking in public places. 

Smoking in public is a very unethical act because it pause a great health risk to the public to begin with smoking is not a healthy practice because it cause lun cancer to the person smoking. the falmes of the cigarests is very harmful when it gets to the lungs of the smoker.the smok affects the lungs by blocking the air pockets and thus leading to breathing problems for the smoker or any other peron who happens to inhale the smoke, smking in public is thus very dangerous as it it exposes many people to the risk of gettihg sick. This is because the smoke in public can even affect those people who do not smoke. Therefore people who smoke in the public act in a manner that cause diseases especially respiratory problesms to people who do not even smoke like them. the smkng ij public should therefor be burned in order to save the lives of many people. 

2c.4 What is brainstorming?

An idea generating activity in which you free associate on a topic and create a list of questions, facts, and ideas that occur to you.

2c.5 Brainstorm on one of the following topics: the best response to noisy neighbors; ideas for getting college students to volunteer their time.

Arresting them
Charging them to court
Calling the police for them
Telling the landlord to evict them
2c.6 What are the journalists’ questions?

Who 
What
When 
Where
Why
How 

2c.7 Use “journalists’ questions” to generate ideas on one of the following topics: online gaming; social networking online; the use of cell phones in public places.

Who plays online games?
What is online gaming?
When are online games played?
Where does online gaming come from?
Why is online gaming an issue?
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