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Human Condition
In the novel Do Androids Dream of Electric sheep, one major theme is that of the human condition, and this is displayed in a dystopian futuristic community. The work depicts the flaws and failures in an imaginative society, and provocatively explores speculative science fiction that directly touches on the human condition. The story intimately depicts a representation of the dystopian science-fiction as a literary sub-genre. This paper aims to address what it means to be human and, more specifically, the aspects of the human condition that dictates what it means to be living or non-living in a more advanced society.
	Throughout this novel, human beings are considered as constructs capable of empathetic role-taking capabilities, and the Voigt-Kampff test aims to differentiate living and non-living things such as humans and androids. Several androids, however, show the ability for empathy, and this raises the question as to what being alive is. It is because many humans in the story tend to be cold and short with each other making the idea that empathy is a human only attribute paradoxical. To be human and hence be alive is to depend on other people or things, and this is not limited to humans only, although human nature plays an important role in what we perceive as human or living (Finn, 2018). In a futuristic world with advanced technological capacity, empathy plays a huge role in survival, but at the same time, being alive gets a different meaning altogether. Being human or alive has no absolute definition, and relatively even machines such as androids can be considered alive if they experience the world in the same way as human beings.
Moreover, in this dystopian society, humans believe that they are human by eliminating the almost human, and this displays how the human condition is blurred (Moghadam, 2018). Advanced technology, which is a human invention, appears as a threat because human beings have become insecure about themselves in relation to the androids. Common identity is only achieved by killing androids to prove that humans are ‘more’ alive, and the empathy box shows how humans in this society crave for other living creatures and hence the feelings and sensations that are associated with being alive. Perhaps humans need to advance consciously and respect as well as embrace other forms of life as not only different but also relevant in the broader concept of existence (Perez Acosta, 2019) To create a harmonious future, a broader view of what it means to be alive should be adopted by all.
Besides, science and technology actually endanger the evolution of humanity as seen in the story where humans are on the verge of extinction, and there is confusion on what being alive constitutes. Some androids appear more human while some humans are cruel and totally lack empathy, which is considered a human only ability. It shows that there is nothing automatically empathetic about being human, and the concept of being alive is relative (Westre, 2018). Technology will indeed advance regardless of how human beings feel about it, but if humans regard themselves as either less able or less smart than what they create, then they are bound to be at the mercy of their own creations.
Conclusion
In a futuristic world with varying forms of life, it becomes increasingly important to understand what it means to be alive, as this directly influences survival and harmony. It also applies to today’s world where people are driven by certain impulses which make them act in cruel and inhuman ways. As society advances, the human condition that prevails can either ruin or make the people thrive.
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