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Hurricane Katrina
Introduction
Storms and hurricanes can be disastrous if proper management fails. As a result, there is usually loss of life, destruction of property and the environment as well as loss of funds in restoring normal life. Hurricane Katrina was among the most destructive storms in the history of the USA. It occurred in the United States in the late August 2005 causing nearly $ 108 billion in damage, leaving 1,833 people dead and millions homeless (Zimmermann, 2015). Hurricane Katrina is ranked position six overall based on its strength of major Atlantic hurricanes. As Zimmermann, (2015), argues, “the storm was very powerful since it winds stretched between 25 to 30 nautical miles towards the east from the center”. The formation of the storm and its impact on the local budget for Louisiana and Mississippi indicates its severity. 
Formation of Hurricane Katrina
At first, Hurricane Katrina formed about 200 miles towards the south of Bahamas on August 23, 2005, in the form of a tropical depression. It slowly began to wrap in the north side during the dawn of August 24th. The winds ranged around 40 mph hence being named Tropical Storm Katrina (Council, 2012). The wind began getting stronger as it extended towards southern Florida on August 25 causing some flooding and killing two people. Unfortunately, Katrina stalled large upper-level anticyclones that covered the whole Gulf of Mexico. It had a lot of strength and had started destroying property hence the floods and winds becoming unbearable. On August 26th, the hurricane was at its peak and was classified under category five storms (Zimmermann, 2015). Again, Katrina was classified into category three the following day since its winds extended to 115 miles. By the next afternoon, Katrina was arguably one of the most powerful Atlantic storms in the United States since its winds reached 170 miles thus causing a lot of damage to buildings, resorts as well as the loss of lives. 
Hurricane Katrina’s impact to local budget of Louisiana and Mississippi
Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana very hard regarding finance. A lot of money and resources were used to clean up the mess caused by the storm. According to Maguire (2005), almost $61.5 billion was used to restore the city once again after the hurricane seized. Out of the $61.5 billion, $35 billion was used to reconstruct water collection facilities while $25 billion was used to eliminate dangerous waste in the environment. Before the occurrence of this disastrous event, the budget of Louisiana was in deficit at the fiscal year 2014 hence experiencing a shortfall of $11 million (Maguire, 2005). Therefore, this means that the city would strain to get back on track in building the damaged public infrastructure considering revenues had significantly reduced. 
Again, Mississippi was stricken by Hurricane Katrina regarding its economic activities. Therefore, the budget was bound to be strenuous. Maguire, (2015), states that before Hurricane Katrina struck “the budget of Mississippi regarding its revenue was 90% of the total tax”. After the Hurricane Katrina, Mississippi was forced to turn to debts to cater for servicing costs. Considering there were significant losses of the population, the state would strain for some years before it finally settled the debts. Also, 5% of the amount that the state was allocated by the national government went to the short-term deficits. Thus, Mississippi’s local budget struggled to meet these costs. 
In summation, the formation and the impacts caused on the local budget for Louisiana and Mississippi signifies that Hurricane Katrina’s damages were extensive and unusual. The Hurricane was attributed to the loss of lives, destruction of buildings and resorts, straining of the economy as well as the destruction of the environment. Despite the mentioned implications, there is still hope that such disasters can be controlled and their effects reduced. In case of such a disaster in future, communication and proper management should be done before things get worse. Engineers should also consider reviewing major constructions in cities to prevent possible extensive damages. This will aid the government to fund buildings that may require being re-construction. It is everyone’s responsibility to voice out in case unusual signs are noted when there are floods and storms.
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