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Hypothesis
[bookmark: _GoBack]Whitelaw et al. (2021) indicate that the benefits of technology helped massively in reducing the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. Without technology, the virus would have brought death to millions within a very short time. Technologies such as big data and artificial intelligence played a huge role in analyzing travel information and minimizing the spread of the disease. Teräs et al. (2020) emphasize the need for schools to begin delivering education through online platforms. Apart from schools shifting from class-oriented education to home-schooling, jobs were either lost, or employees were asked to work remotely. Thus, there was an inevitable increase in the use of technologies such as video conferencing (Deverell et al., 2020). Governments, organizations, and individuals devised new ways to deliver services to their customers. Therefore, the hypothesis of this research follows that, after the outbreak of covid-19, there was a surge in the increase in usage of technology, which will lead to high technology-dependent levels even in the post-coronavirus era.
Sample Questions
The following questions helped collect data needed for the analysis, conclusions and recommendation of the research (participants were anonymous as far as identity by names was concerned):
1. What your age bracket? (15-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45 and above).
2. State your nationality and gender.
3. Are you European, Asians, American African, American white, Hispanic, Latino, or Asian American?
4. Are you currently employed? If No, were you employed before Covid-19 outbreak?
5. If yes, are you working at the office or at home?
6. If at home, did you work at the office before the coronavirus outbreak?
7. What is your income bracket per year? ($10,000-50,000, $51,000-100,000, $101,000-150,000, 151,000-200,000, above 200,000).
8. Do you use WIFI network services at your home?
9. By estimation, how many technological devices are at your house? How many were they before the coronavirus pandemic?
10. How many hours do you spend with your laptop or phone? Can you compare it to the number of hours you spent on your devices before covid-19 hit?
11. What do you think about your dependency on technology? Do you enjoy it, or do you resent it?
12. Would you applaud our technology levels as having helped in mitigating otherwise adverse effects of the virus?
13. How do you think the world will change after the pandemic is behind us? Will technology be a part of our daily life more than it was before the pandemic?
Findings
Three thousand individuals participated in the survey prepared for the purpose of this research. Among them, 1920 were females, and 1080 were males. 420 Europeans, 560 Asians, 510 American Whites, 330 African Americans, 400 Hispanics, 570 Latinos, and 210 Asian Americans participated in the study. Among the participants, 2050, representing 68 percent, were below the age of 45, and a significant 72 percent reported an annual income of $200,000 and below. Ninety-three percent said the use of WIFI network services in their homes, and another 71 percent recorded an estimated number of technological devices as three and above. Fifty-two percent stated that the number of gadgets they used at home had increased after the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. Reasons said to have attributed to this increase included having children at home in need of using some of the devices and having to work from home, hence having to buy a personal laptop, among others.
Eighty-eight percent indicated that their dependency on technology had increased after the outbreak because, as some said, they had more free time. Others stated that they had to use their phones or laptops to socialize with colleagues they would have met at work if things were every day. Twenty-seven percent of those who had increased their dependency on technology were not sure. Forty-nine percent of male participants thought it was not harmful to depend on technology, while a whopping 65 percent of females felt that technology was destroying their socialization norms. Dependency had more significantly increased among whites, both Europeans and Americans, than among African Americans, Hispanics, and Latinos. Asians and Asian Americans were moderately affected, being closer to the Whites than to the Hispanics, African Americans, and Latinos. Fifty-eight percent of all participants said they would attribute our technology levels for the swift reaction to help mitigate the effects. This percentage believed that the risk would have been high were it not for high levels of technology. 70.89 percent suggested that technology will be part of our daily lives more than before the outbreak.
Methodological Limitations
Limitations of this research may have included the researchers' methodology. The researchers may not have covered a wide–enough range of the population. The study, although it involved a question of whether the world will change in terms of technological dependency in the post-covid-19 era, may not have covered the whole world. Some parts of the world, such as Africa, Australia, and the USSR, were not considered in the research. Other shortcomings may have included biased questions. The survey questions may have suggested to participants that the researchers were expecting specific answers; thus, they may not have responded truthfully.
Policy Implications
In the regions where the study was conducted, WIFI internet services usage was extremely high, indicating that technology has increasingly been adopted. The fact that close to all houses in the United States, Europe, and Asia depend on WIFI connections in their homes is a clear indication of the importance of technology in contemporary society. Moreover, to show how the significance of technology in today's world, a high number of participants reported having owned more than three gadgets at home. These gadgets include smartwatches, phones, tablets, laptop computers, and smart televisions sets, among others. Before the coronavirus outbreak, technology was certainly in use. However, with the pandemic, those who still were reluctant to adopt technological options were forced to accept them. For instance, an individual may have felt that smartwatches that monitored one's heartbeats and metabolism rates were not crucial. However, through nationwide lockdowns and curfews that were brought about by the pandemic, they ended up gaining weight due to stay-at-home pressures (Deverell et al., 2020). Consequently, they had to level up in their workout routine and ended up finding out that they needed gadgets such as smartwatches to monitor their exercises.
Additionally, many participants believed that after the pandemic, technology dependency would be higher than before the pandemic outbreak. Their beliefs follow the experiences they have had during the pandemic, such as enjoying video posting on social media platforms, getting used to teleconferencing, Getting fond of one's gadgets, and having to use devices because one bought them, among others (Wiederhold, 2020). Besides, organizations have been at the frontline of adopting technology at the highest speed possible so that they can deliver to their customers even when their employees are working from home.
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