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The late 19th and early 20th centuries were a time of rapid industrialization and urbanization. Immigrants could move relatively freely from all parts of the world. Though at first, there were restrictions on the number of people who could enter the United States based on national origins, it nearly gave preference to immigrants from all countries. Most immigrants during these centuries were in search of better education, medical, tourism and business. The numbers also increased due to the cheap air travel. Immigration before this era was due to different reasons. Africans begun to immigrate into the united states by being imported as slaves. Later, immense rules became more restrictive. A large number of young men and women came alone as servants, and the employers paid their entry into the U.S. in the colonies who needed help in the farms and shops. Some came fleeing hard time and religious persecution while others came just to enjoy the cheap and better farmland and independence from the U.S. government. Primarily skilled workers also immigrated due to attraction from the first stage of industrialization.
Most of the native-born Americans did not take the immigration of new people into their country positively. Most of the immigrants were subjected to slavery and were taken advantage of while being paid very little for their work in the 1800s. They were discriminated, and others would be physically and verbally abused for being different. There were social tension and competition from those already settled in the states.  Some of the natives, however, treated them well by offering them jobs and land for farming. The native government also introduced the first naturalization act, passed by Congress on March 26, 1790. Through this act, citizenship was to be granted to those who proved to the court's satisfaction that they had good character and morals.
The rise of immigrant restriction legislation by the early 1920s was due to specific reasons. The most popular argument by the U.S. government was to reduce the number of immigrants since their population was overgrowing. The restrictions were rising due to the decision by Congress to preserve the racial composition of their country and the American culture. Immigrants were only allowed in the state if they pass a test of English literacy. The rise was also as a result of the national security concerns after World War 1. There is also the reason for protecting the citizens because more immigrants meant more supply of labour. Many immigrants came to the U.s in search of jobs; hence the mechanism is simple. 
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