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Why does Clear argue that this trend is problematic?
The reason as to why Clear says that this trend is problematic is because it’s affecting the whole society at large. When there is the high number of parent-aged adults, especially males, in jail or prisons, the who society is affected in a myriad way, incorporating damaging the social relationships, social networks as well as long-term life chances. The aforementioned effects end up impairing the children, affecting the family functionality, physical and mental health, labour markets, and political and economic infrastructures. Linking the consequences of the concentrated incarceration with reduced public safety has methodological challenges with it, (Clear, 2009). 
According to Clear, despite the findings on the effects of consequences of concentrated incarceration being mixed, the empirical evidence of negative collateral consequences of the concentrated incarceration, showing that the concentrated incarceration is criminogenic in its effect on the communities is stronger. There is no well-established or the proven strategy that exists for the combating the negative effects of intense incarceration in societies. 
Clear continues and says that when the system continues to rely on the incarceration and police to reduce the crime ends up undermining the ability of the informal control i.e. families and the controlling crime. moreover, these effects are expected to be most prone is areas that have extreme levels of disadvantaged, since the informal controls that are available in such areas are already strained or depleted.
The research that Clear conducted proved that higher rates of arrests and releases from prisons in Tallahassee neighbourhoods led to higher rates of neighbourhood crime. according to him, greater use of formal controls such as jails and prisons may lead to exacerbation of the relationship between neighbourhood disadvantaged and vicious crime reducing the number and the effectiveness of the informal crime control methods in such areas. 
Upon what criminological theories does he base his argument? 
Clear used two theories to develop his argument, which is social disorganization theory and the systematic theory. The first theory, social disorganization theory, states that an individual’s social and physical environments are basically responsible for the behavioural choices that he/she makes. It states that an individual that is staying in a neighbourhood that has high fraying social structures, the crime levels are going to be high. Such environments are characterized by vandalized buildings, poor schools, high unemployment and a mix of residential and commercial property. Clear used this theory to prove that individuals who come from disadvantaged environments are more prone to the crime that those from well-developed environments, (Clear et al, 2001). Clear shown that offenders with a higher level of education are less likely to recidivate since they have more social capital and may have higher levels of commitment to conservative behaviour. Clear also used social disorganization theory to show when proving that sexually designated offenders are highly perceived to be dangerous and therefore their jail term is longer and they are believed to have higher recidivism odds upon release. 
The second theory that Clear used is a systematic theory. This theory focuses on the idea that crime and delinquency prevention activities should not be based on social-psychological attributes that put a person at risk. The systematic theory argues that the reason as to why many people end up into the crime is the inability to ‘just say no’ when the criminal opportunity appears to them. This theory also links drug use as another agent of increased crime, stating that drugs boost self-esteem to commit the crime. Clear used this theory by stating that those who come from disadvantaged environments end up being into crime due to their inability to say no to crime. clear says that crime is higher in America for the communities that are dominated by Blacks and Latinos due to their poor lifestyles. He also says that peer pressure is another reason as to why many people end up into the crime. 
Do you agree or disagree with his policy recommendations? Explain your position.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I agree with Clear’s policy recommendations for changing the correctional policies and sentencing laws. Clear recommends to have the time served in jail, reduce the parole length, eliminate the imprisonment for the parole or the probation technical offenders, reduce the probation supervision periods and eliminate victimless crimes such as those who are arrested for drug use and abuse. In my opinion, this will be the greatest move that the U.S. government will have ever made. If the government is going to implement these policies, it will save more than $20 billion per year that was used to in such activities. Such funds can be used to fund higher promising crime-prevention strategies hence making America a safe country. 
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