
->> Speech should be: “ why dating apps aren’t as effective as they might seem” or something about dating apps.
1. Look for an interesting topic. The topic must be important to the audience, but first and foremost it must be interesting to you. If you do not truly like the topic, your attitude will come across in your speech. You may do any topic as long as there is proper research on it. If you cannot find source material for your topic, then do not do that topic!
2. Do not persuade. You are merely telling us information, not passing judgment, telling us if your topic is good or bad, advocating, or asking us to do something. For example, if you are telling us to wear sunscreen that it is persuasion. Save it for the next assignment. 
3. The speech must be between 5 to 7 minutes. Speeches longer or shorter will lose 3 points for every thirty seconds Be careful: in informative speeches, people tend to make them too long. Time your speech.
4. You must follow the outline format using Roman Numerals.  Your speech will lose points if you make up your own organizational structure. 
5. You must have at least five (5 sources) in your speech. Sources are where you get your information. These can be magazines, academic journals, or newspapers. All the information in the speech must be from a source. You will say your sources out loud during your speech. You will lose 5 points for each source less than 6 not in the body of your speech.


EXAMPLE: 

Informative Speech Outline Example
Title: Earthquakes

Speaker: Diana Fernandez

Specific Purpose: To inform my audience the cause of an earthquake, why they are common in California, and how to be prepared for one.

Thesis Statement: California is known for earthquakes therefore we should know what they are capable of and how to be prepared for one.

Introduction

I.  Attention-getter: It’s a normal day and you’re running to your speech class because you relate, then suddenly the ground beneath your feet begins to shake, it shakes harder and harder, then you come to realize you’re experiencing an earthquake.

II.  Establishment of ethos: Yes, earthquakes are fairly unpredictable and very common in California. How many of you felt the earthquake that occurred at 4:04 in the morning on Tuesday, March 16, 2010? Unlike some of you, I slept right through it. That earthquake was of a 4.4 magnitude. Luckily, earthquakes of that scale don’t cause much damage. But I did feel the earthquake on April 4, 2010. I remember sitting in my living room, watching reality television when I began to feel as if I were rocking from left to right, I thought it was my imagination until I saw my older sister run outside the room and stand under the doorway. That earthquake had a scale of 6.9 to 7.2 magnitudes that was carried out to the U.S.-Mexico border region.

III. Preview (each main point): Today I will like to share with you…

First: about the causes of earthquakes and the devastation they create,
Next: why California has so many earthquakes, and
Finally: I will tell you how to be prepared in the event of an earthquake.

(Transition) What exactly are earthquakes and how do they happen?

Body

I.  The cause and effect of an earthquake.

A.In the article, “Earthquakes” found in Encyclopedia Britannica, earthquakes are defined as“any sudden shaking of the ground caused by the passage of seismic waves through the earth's rocks.

1. The seismic waves are created when there is energy suddenly released between plates at the fault lines. The plates that are against each other suddenly slide or crack.

B. In the article “Fault” by Gillian Holmes, she explains that the earth is made up of several plates.

1. When these plates meet together they can either spread apart, rub up against each other, or go on top of one another creating earthquakes. The plates that spread apart create valleys, such as the San Fernando Valley.

2. When the plates rub against each other, this creates a near-surface earthquake. The plates that overlap one another create mountains.

C. We all know earthquakes leave a destructive path.

1. In an article from the National Geographic, scientists have a scale in which they determine the size of the earthquake, depending on the strength and duration of the seismic waves.

a. They go on to state that, if an earthquake is between a 3 and 5 it is considered minor or light, a quake between a 5 and a 7 is moderate to strong, if an earthquake is between 7 and 8 it is major, and a quake that is 8 or higher is considered massive.

b. An earthquake with a magnitude 8 or higher occurs about once every year.

2. About 10,000 die each year from earthquakes, the main deaths occur from buildings that have collapsed. Earthquakes can trigger mudslides, fires, floods, and tsunamis. And aftershocks complicate rescue efforts.

(Internal summary) Sometimes you won’t feel the earthquake and sometimes it’s so massive, that it is impossible to ignore.
(Transition) Does anyone know why California is known for earthquakes?

II. California is a region known for its earthquakes.

A. California is known as Earthquake Country.

1. The article “5 Largest California Earthquakes”, explains that California is at such a great risk for earthquakes because of its location between two tectonic plates. These plates shift without warning.
2. California is located in the Circum-Pacific Belt. The Circum-Pacific Belt is the zone of earthquake epicenters, which are points on the surface directly above the origination points of earthquakes surrounding the Pacific Ocean and coinciding with tectonic plate boundaries.

3. According to the article “Earthquakes,” from the Encyclopedia Britannica, 80% of energy discharged from earthquakes happens in the Circum-Pacific Belt. Thus, making California so prone to earthquakes.

B. For those that lived in California, do you remember the 1994 Northridge earthquake?

1. On January 17, 1994 Northridge, CA, experienced a 6.7 magnitude earthquake that occurred at 4:30 in the morning, according to the Oxford Journals.

2. Although the earthquake is considered moderate, there was a great amount of destruction done, that caused over $20 billion dollars’ worth of damage, according to the article in the USGS, “Introduction”.

3. A section of the Antelope Valley Freeway fell onto the 5 freeway, and a section of the Santa Monica Freeway broke. The article goes on to say that about 9,000 injuries were reported and 57 deaths.

(Internal summary) Fortunately, California hasn’t experienced an earthquake so dire such as the 1994 Northridge earthquake.
(Transition) But just in case, how can you get prepared in case of another Northridge quake?

III. Preparation in case of another Northridge Quake.

A. There are many steps you can take in order to be better prepared for an earthquake, provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

1. First, check your house for hazards. Fasten shelves firmly, do not store heavy objects such as picture frames or mirrors above a chair or bed, place larger, heavy objects on lower shelves, and securely fasten all cabinets and drawers. Also learn how to turn off your gas, electricity, and water.

2. Second, have a plan. Know every escape route in your home. Have a meeting place with your family members and have an out-of-state friend to call.

3. Third, create an emergency supply kit. This should contain a first aid kit, flashlights and batteries, at least a 3 day supply of food and water, and a portable radio.

(Internal summary) There’s no excuse not to do it because following these steps by FEMA will only take up a couple hours of your day.
(Transition to conclusion) Earthquakes are unpredictable,

Conclusion

I. Summarize (overall theme): we experience their force of power often in California and therefore we should be prepared.

II. Review (each main point): We should remember they take place due to the movement of plates beneath the earth’s  surface. And living in California we are vulnerable to them and their destructive paths like the Northridge quake in 1994. Therefore it is important to safe guard your house and to have an emergency supply kit.

III. Tie to the introduction: I hope the next time the floor beneath my feet begins to shake, I am prepared.

IV. Creative concluding thought (end with impact): Will you be?
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