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Summary of “I Have a Dream” Speech
	“I Have a Dream” speech is a significant text addressed by Martin Luther King Jr. in Washington D.C, August 1963, to transform the civil rights for Black people in America. Generally, this came about after numerous attempts, demanding equality for their communities, with that of their fellow white citizens. In his speech, he precisely acknowledged the significance of the speech as a freedom gesture, founded under the Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln in 1863, that abolished slavery and embraced equality, (Archives.gov Website, 2019).
A hundred years later, Martin Luther highlights the suppression art of the Negros, terming their state as “crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination”. Some of the issues condemned were police brutality, discriminative access to motels, “for whites only” preference in facilities like schools, jobs, hospitals, the denied right to vote and poor housing. He later addresses the wishlist of how it would be if the discernment issues were to be resolved. "I have a dream" being his visionary tone, asserts a time where freedom and justice will be exercised and that his four children will not be judged by the race but by the “content of their character”, (University of Groningen, 2012).
Considering the march to freedom was accompanied by white people as well, makes it a harmonious act within society, with a common aim of achieving freedom beyond individualism or race. Based on the societal prospects at the time, and the nature of the speech being rhetorical; "I have a dream", makes a perfect case study in elaborating theoretical approaches namely, Functional theory, Public sphere, and Ethnocentrism. In this essay, the focus will narrow down to instances where the three concepts are applicable in the speech, “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King Jr and reasons why the theories fit the context.

Functional Theory
The functional theory is the ideal role the media plays in ensuring our societies run efficiently, be it in news, entertainment, and socialization. The functional theory elaborates the audience being the prime targets, hence diversification of media coverage is key to at least capture the majority’s interest. Additionally, media communication has been represented in many forms like the Internet, television, and radio, for the same reasons that would fulfill its role. However, the role of mass media in the society being trusted to inform the public holds potential risks as it may prioritize selfish agendas, that manipulate and endorse unhealthy norms in the society. It is, therefore, encouraged to understand some issues may be sidelined while others get the upper hand, regardless of the attention the issue seeks, (Fourie, 2016)
Public Sphere
	According to Jürgen Habermas, Public sphere was a resolution gesture adopted by the public, where people met to freely exchange ideas and selectively recognize the limitations at hand. Historically, the meetups have been on record for solving political matters, religious actions among other public issues. The effectiveness of the public sphere is however achieved when the interest is mutual and there is a settled decision, with or without the central domain of their opposition at the scene, (Goodnight, 1992).
Ethnocentrism
	Ethnocentrism is a term invented by Ludwig Gumplowicz, to define the actions of one culture arbitrating another culture within the society, on the grounds of them having different norms. The different norms are the practices that define the identity of a given culture, therefore it is unethical to impose judgment on such grounds. Gumplowicz compares ethnocentrism to the belief of humans being supreme at the core of life on earth; anthropocentrism, or the earth having a central significance in the universe; geocentrism. The descriptive analogy of being ethnocentrism is an act of selfishness to other contradicting beliefs that tend not to be at par with personal spaces, (Bizumic, 2014).
Application of Functional Theory to “I Have a Dream” Speech
	Functionalism within the context is a prolonged theory that can be visible if one compares the deprived media coverage of the things Martin Luther King Jr. complained about, and the attention given on the actual day of the speech. According to Mirkinson (2013), there were three major media television houses and Mutual Broadcasting radio service, ready to air the event. The possibility of media houses airing similar sidelined issues outside the public outcry is very minimal. It is therefore likely that their presence was influenced by the public devotion it had attracted and not the attention it desperately required in the first place. 
The role of media on an average scale during the event was well played. However, the proceeding reports by newspaper discredited the efforts of society to break racism circle. Some of the titles that several outlets used, played a selfish interest that diluted the solid remarks of Martin Luther. For example, the Chicago Tribute had the following heading; “200,000 Roar Plea for Negro Opportunity in Rights March on Washington; No Incidents”. Additionally, two weeks earlier the Washington Daily, opted to focus and twist the intention of August 28th, highlighting a political directive, “Anyone who is thinking of coming to Washington to stir up trouble during the Aug 28th civil rights march would be well advised to forget it”, (Mirkinson, 2013).
Conclusively, the media does have a major role in reflecting the societal issues. Unfortunately, selfish agendas surrounding the role have by far mislead the intentions of people in somewhat manipulative ways, that end up discrediting the magnitude of issues. Moreover, the fact that the matters addressed in the speech “I have a dream”, were pre-existing issues for over 100 years, makes the media hypocritical to their functions in the society at the time.	
Application of Public Sphere to “I Have a Dream” Speech
	Five decades later, the “I have a dream” speech, was honored as the greatest speech of 20th century, from research conducted by the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Texas A&M University, (Younge, 2013). The impact in the legislative dockets and general societal roles is also visible, where discriminative acts are highly discouraged and could attract verdicts by law. Relating the success of the speech today, it is clear public sphere as a theory of interest applies squarely to the setup.
	According to Jürgen Habermas, there are key characteristics of a public sphere, the setup has to be a public matter, with a common interest and a settled decision at the end, with or without the presence of their oppositions, (Goodnight, 1992). To start with, a CNN Report estimates that 200,000 people; both black and white, attended the event making it categorically a public matter. The overall motive of the meet up was to create attention and brainstorm on the status of civil rights, as well as the issues faced within the working force in America. This was the common interest that brought the people together. (CNN Report, 2013)
The decision-making part of the public sphere theory was however not attained directly as a conclusion, but as a visionary endorsement that falls under “I have a dream" connotations within the speech. That evening the leaders of the Washington March met the US President John F. Kennedy as a start on the solutions needed by the public sphere, (CNN Report, 2013). The event generally did attain all the prospects needed to define a gathering as a public sphere. The speech did have significant contributions to the democracy we enjoy today as a society, summing up to the American Dream.
Application of Ethnocentrism to “I Have a Dream” Speech
	Throughout the speech, ethnocentrism theory has been the dominant picture. The concept is an expression of cultural conflict, where one culture is disregarded socially based on their practices. In our case, the ethnocentrism has been expressed as a structured conflict between the majority being the whites and the discriminated minority being blacks. The ethnicity standards of judging another culture to a point of denying people access to basic needs like education, healthcare, and housing are at the core of ethnocentrism theory.  
Ethnocentrism in America was not a new term filtered by Martin Luther. Initially, the efforts to evoke the practice was triggered by the Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln in 1863. Unfortunately, ethnocentrism was still an issue a century later, making it a concrete problem to promptly unroot in society. Martin Luther always depicts how difficult it has been to live together as brothers and sisters, “We have learned to fly the air like birds and swim the sea like fish, but we have not learned the simple art of living together as brothers”, (Zia, 2017).
The judgment inaccuracy precisely has been the relation of black history being used to dictate their capabilities and their standards in society. This incorrect judgment regrettably has influenced the lives of their place as citizens, be it their lifestyle, education, healthcare access, pre-exposure to criminal activities, and generally the perception attached to black people. According to Storti (2012), to be culturally sensitive does not demand individuals to like or accept the conducts of other cultures, but to simply acknowledge and not deny their niche in society. That is what America needs; acknowledgment and the dream will finally come true in full gear.
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