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I have a dream
I have a dream was a speech by Martin Luther King which was about freedom and equality which arose from the land of slavery and hatred. It was published in August 1963 in Washington. In the speech, Luther addressed main points like a bad check, where he stated declaration of independence was the future of the Americans, the time is now slogan where he called everyone to arise and make use of present and warned them of assuming racial justice, emphasized on the ultimate goals where he talked of a series of demands on basic civil rights for the black people, a nod to honest Abe which was Abraham Lincoln’s emancipation proclamation and the urge to end slavery and finally the last one which was I have a dream where he wished to live up to the promises of its forefathers. In this dream, he dreamt of the day the whites and blacks would sit down and eat together as brothers and sisters. This paper will give a rhetorical analysis of Martin Luther’s speech on I have a dream. In my argument, I will have the devoted sections to the different rhetorical elements as used in the text. 
Additionally Luther’s speech concentrated on a dream of racial progress. When he referenced the emancipation proclamation which ended slavery, he quoted hundreds of shameful, brutal years of slavery that was completed with an important stack of paper. He uses this ti discuss the major problem of the massive amount of racial discrimination that was challenging the United States of America. If the situation progressed, the blacks would not have a place to live in America and that’s when he thought of changing their mindsets and derives his dream to the people so that he could liberate the future of American race relations. 
The speech starts with a solid use of diction. In this, Luther comes up with a reasonable and expressive appeal to the onlookers which is the African-Americans who we reliving in the United States. He states that he is happy for everyone who was in attendance in the greatest demo of freedom where he uses this chance to create an appeal of pathos. Then, he proceeds and generates a logical appeal at the point where he states that the Emancipation proclamation brought hope to millions of Negro slaves which came up from the flames of withering injustices. This was because the numbers of African-American was increasing up to the social hierarchy. 
In some other contexts, Luther used pathos. In pathos, he attempted to come up with cases where he emotionally appealed to the readers. He displayed this to the reader’s sympathy or compassion, love or hatred, sadness or anger among others. In March 1963, there was a rally of the Civil Rights Movements where he was aware he could not accomplish his goals without involved other people like African Americans, students, adults, white people and politicians among others. He claimed ‘I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character (Luther, 1963, par.15, line 1). Just like a preacher, he aimed for emotional spirituality where he used metaphors. This is evident in the line ‘now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation’ (Luther, 1963, par.6, line 4). This shows the imagery referencing the ideas of the valley of death. 
 	Luther King uses metaphors in explaining to the audience the need for equality for all races. While at this, he elaborates his statements and arguments about the lack of civil rights in a investment metaphor where he states, ‘America has given the N* people a bad check which had insufficient funds and they were in denial that the bank of fairness was broke. In this metaphor, he has a suggestion that individuals come to America for them to gain chances, which affects the people of color since they are unable because of the unjust laws. Luther along other African Americans, they united and refused to accept this fate placed by the unfair rules stipulated by the people who never understood what it felt to be judged without having explained oneself. 
Luther uses a confident tone. In his speech he states that he is sure that things are never going to be easy due to the violence and racism in the south. However, by the end of the speech he says that everything was not lost and that there were traces of hope. He states that ‘This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with’, (Luther 1963, par.18, lines 1-2).  In his tone, he delegates the duties of religious optimism to the reverends and spiritual people to make the community believe that faith would take them to their dreams. His tone is important since it makes the audience believe that it is true there will be a notable difference of the treatments they get if only they stand firm and have faith in their motives. The logos seen in this statement  are to show the reason why he is delivering the speech and why he wants to change things. In this case, he wants to show how the blacks are treated versus the whites and other races. He wishes for equality and freedom for them. He states, ‘It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment and to underestimate the determination of the Negro’ (Luther, 1963, par. 6). 
For him to pass persuasive appeal to the readers, Luther was repetitive in his speech which are scattered throughout. The main repetition one comes across is the statement where he keep saying ‘I have a dream’ (Luther, 1963, par. 12). He insists to show his dream in the future of America that one day his dream will materialize and their nation will live in peace and racial discrimination will be a matter of the past. In this statement, he wonders when people will be satisfied as the bodies are fatigued with travel and cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels in the cities (Luther, 1963, par. 9). 
In conclusion, I have a dream was a speech by Martin Luther King which was about freedom and equality which arose from the land of slavery and hatred. He majors on declaration of independence was the future of the Americans, emphasized on the ultimate goals where he talked of a series of demands on basic civil rights for the black people. In this dream, he dreamt of the day the whites and blacks would sit down and eat together as brothers and sisters. The speech starts with a solid use of diction. He also used pathos where he attempted to come up with cases where he emotionally appealed to the readers. In this, he aimed for emotional spirituality where he used metaphors in explaining to the audience the need for equality for all races. He also uses a confident tone. In his speech he states that he is sure that things are never going to be easy due to the violence and racism in the south. The logos seen in this statement are to show the reason why he is delivering the speech and why he wants to change things. Luther is persuasive to the readers where he was repetitive in his speech which are scattered throughout. The main repetition one comes across is the statement where he keeps saying ‘I have a dream’
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