ENG 3080J (online)
Hollis
Spring 2018

Identifying Scholarly Sources

Scholarly sources indicate that the author has researched the topic and has critically examined the research sources.  We use a number of criteria to determine if a source is scholarly rather than just one. 

Forms of Scholarly Material
	--Traditional forms: books, book chapters, and articles in scholarly journals
--digital and web-based sources (need to be extensive to illustrate research in order to be considered scholarly)

Several criteria can be used to identify scholarly sources and we tend to rely on multiple (not just one) criteria

Footnotes, endnotes, and bibliographies/works cited
Evidence of research usually takes the form of footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography of works the author consulted.  Some of our class readings have these features.

Author’s credentials 
Is the author an academic (holds a position at an institute of higher education)?
 
Has the author written other books about the same or a similar topic (this will show the author is well versed in the area)?
 
Does the author have other credentials? Award for the work? The nature of the prize is important. A Nobel or Pulitzer prize is a sign of a book’s accepted quality, but The Southeast Ohio Award for Great Writing (I made that up) would not hold up to much scrutiny. 	
 
Affiliated with another type of institution, etc. that would identify the author as an expert?				
	Publisher
If the source is published by a university press, then that is a good sign it may be scholarly (Harvard University Press, University of Cincinnati Press, Ohio University Press, etc.).   

There are a few presses, however, that publish scholarly works but aren’t associated with Universities. The biggest are:  Routledge, Farrar and Giroux (or Farrar, Strauss, and Giroux), and Palgrave. 

If the publisher is a professional organization, like the Association of American Geographers, then the material may be scholarly as well.
	

Using Library search engines and databases
The search engines and databases provided by OU’s library allows you to limit your searches to scholarly journals and journal articles, so most of this work is done for you.  But using one search engine or database can limit what you find. However, these databases and search engine are fallible, so you cannot rely on them alone.


