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Immigration
Immigration has been a controversial issue in the US for a long time. It poses an economic, security, and humanitarian dilemma to the US policymakers. The US Congress has been unable to reach an agreement on comprehensive immigration reforms for many years effectively. The issue of immigration takes centre stage in the national politics of the US. During his campaigns, the incumbent US President Donald Trump promised to make America great. One of the ways of keeping America great was by curbing immigration. Congress has also made several policies to regulate immigration in the United States. 

The current administration by President Donald Trump seems to be against immigration compared to his predecessor Barack Obama. Donald Trump has been against immigration. He has, on many occasions, made policies to curb immigration. He instructed federal agencies to construct a physical wall with Mexico to prevent Mexicans from crossing to the US border. He has also deported millions of undocumented immigrants and temporarily banned Muslim countries like Yemen, Libya, Iraq and Somalia. This was done to counter-terrorism. He has also signed orders to suspend US refugee program for 120 days. He has also reduced the annual cap of refugees from 110,000 to 18,000. In 2017, Trump announced to phase out DACA and DAPA, which had been introduced by Barack Obama. He had also implemented the zero-tolerance policy in 2018. This policy allowed authorities to arrest and prosecute anyone caught crossing the southern border without authorization. His predecessor, Barack Obama, had lenient policies to curb immigration. He started the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which offered renewable two-year deportation deferrals and work permits to undocumented immigrants. Many people took advantage of DACA. 

Opponents of immigration cite security concerns that the immigrants contribute to insecurity to the country. This is mostly associated with Muslim immigrants are thought to be a threat to the security of the country. Secondly, critics argue that immigrants take American jobs and lower their wages (Mandelman & Zlate, 2016).  Also, immigrants increase the budget deficit and government debt. This argument assumes that the immigrants generate less tax revenue while the governments spend more on them. Other arguments include immigrants increase economic inequality, are more involved in crime and are a threat to national sovereignty. Supporters of immigration, on the other hand, cite humanitarian reasons. Refugees and asylum seekers should not be denied a place to hide. Others cite the benefits that come with the immigrants. For example, they are jib creators, entrepreneurs, taxpayers and consumers hence contribute to economic growth. Immigrants contribute to the labour market in the US, which boosts the economy. 

The issue of immigration is a complex one. Immigration has its pros and cons to the economy of the United States. Regulation of the number of immigrants who enter the United States is paramount. Research shows that more crime rates of immigrants compared to the natives, especially those from Mexico (Rumbaut et al., 2018). Skilled immigrants, on the other hand, positively affect the labor market and boost the economy (Bassetti et al., 2020). Unskilled immigrants negatively affect the labor market equilibrium and increase criminal activities. Due to the complexity of the effects of immigration, I would suggest for documentation of all immigrants. No immigrant should be allowed to live in the United States. Documentation helps the government to have the correct number of immigrants which allows the government to make appropriate policies.  
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