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Feminization of Poverty
In the cycle of poverty, the gap between men and women is phenomenon majorly called Feminization of Poverty. Globally, women make half of the population that is currently experiencing more hardships than men. In every culture, their roles are distinguished from those of men and mostly seen as sustainer of home and not family (Shah, 2013). Almost in every field, they are experiencing unequal treatment and oftentimes they are denied the right of inheritance. They are victims of prejudice and discrimination not only in the labor force but also in the whole society. Even though today their views are changing as they are becoming more independent, the ever-widening gap still continues to increase between men and women.  
Problem Statement
Feminization of Poverty takes in the fact that women make up over half of the population who are facing more hardships than men bringing in increased levels of poverty. It is a phenomenon in which the large proportion of world's poor people is women. According to UNIFEM, it is "the burden of poverty borne by women, especially in developing countries" (Moghadam, 2015). This not only involves the result of lack of revenue, but also it is the consequence of the capability scarcity and biases of gender present both in society and in government. It involves poverty selections and opportunities including the capability to direct a healthy and long life through enjoying fundamental rights of freedom, respect, and dignity.  There are various contributing factors that affect feminization of poverty which all place women t high risk of poverty. 
Literature Review
Lack of income has been known to be the major risk factor of poverty among women as it deprives the essential basic needs of women and their ability. Income impacts eachphase of our lives from where we live to what we eat and what we do. Cole, Puskur, Rajaratnam  and Zulu (2015), pointed out that individuals with higher earnings tend to enjoy a better life full of health than people with low income.  When women lack income they are hindered from resource attainment and conversion of monetary resources into functioning. Hence, they are not able to attain enough education and healthcare for themselves and their children. Higher income can enable one to access great capabilities; however, if one has low capabilities one cannot raise high income. Consequently, this becomes a cycle that passes from one generation to the other leading to continuous feminization of poverty which is a result of low income among women and gender discrimination in the labor force. 
Women are not only receiving low income in labor force but also they encounter wage discrimination. The pay gap affects women more than men irrespective of their background, age, and their educational achievement. According to Hassan and Ahmad (2014), wage earnings of women are decreased for the same job with same levels of performance and responsibilities as for males. Women are seen as a minority group in the community hence receiving unequal pay in their earnings and as a result, it increases the poverty of feminization. 
Lack of education among women has seen it also to be a contributing factor in feminization of poverty. A research conducted showed that 30% of women in rural areas were illiterate compared to 12% illiterate men. In many studies, education is one of the powerful measures that bring women out of the cycle of disempowered. Merino and Lara pointed out that "education is a human right and an essential tool for achieving the goals of equality, development, and peace" (2016). If education has no discrimination, it will benefit both boy child and girl child hence contributing more to the equal relationship in the society. Access to and achievement of education is essential for women if they are to become the agents of change in the society. 
Divorce in marriage is subjecting women to the feminization of poverty. Marriage is a symbol of unity between two people; however, if that unity lacks the consequence of it is divorce. Lack of communication was the main cause of divorce which is an important aspect of all relationship. Conflict is also another contributing factor to divorce in marriage which results due to indifferences among the two couples. From the research, divorce is a major contributing factor of poverty to individuals more so to women. Also, widow women are more prone to poverty than men. Shah (2013), observed that homes headed by widows have appropriate half less income than a home that is headed by males. This is because women lack vital resources in life that worsens their poverty state. 
The concept of the feminization of poverty is also triggered by the observation on header households of females. Lone mother households are vital to the address of feminization of poverty. This is a state in which households are for female headships and not for female headships (Kang'ethe&Munzara, 2014). From a research observation, lone mother households are at increase rate in the society hence subjecting most women to poverty than before as they lack enough income and resources. The society denies them a chance to go to work hence they are left at home doing household tasks especially when their husbands travel for work at the far country. Lone women households co-relate with issues of gender inequality as women are more susceptible to poverty compared to men since they lack essential life needs. 
Theory
Functionalism theory looks at the marriage as a system that works together in promotion of solidarity and stability. It also looks at the gender inequality is an essential way in which division of labor is created and see it as a social system in which a clear responsibility is given to each individual so as to maximize resources and efficiency (Mouzelis, 2016). The theory view stability can only be obtained when women take care of the home while women provide for the family. Though this contributes to stable social relations, it provides a discriminatory factor to women and should not be upheld. Conflict theory, on the other hand, is understood as men in an attempt to sustain authority and privilege to the disadvantage of women. As a result, men are viewed as “the dominant group and women as the subordinate group” (Mouzelis, 2016). Conflict theory saw that social challenges arises when dominant group continues oppressing and exploiting the subordinate group. Though this theory is very normative in prescribing changes to the power structure and in advocating a balance between power and gender, women are still controlled as they are still dependent on men for the wages attainment. 
Conclusion
Poverty is a major problem among women and it is growing at a faster rate. Women are the first people to be dismissed from paid work in any crisis of economy. In labor force, they are a victim of prejudice and discrimination with most of them going unrewarded and unrecognized. They are not given priority in healthcare and in access to sufficient education (Moghadam, 2015). They are also limited in the participation of decision making both at home and in the community. Therefore, various factors have contributed to the feminization of poverty thus enlarging the group between men and women. 
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