Please notice that the assignment is due on July 28th  20:30 PST 

Assignment Purpose
It will take decades, and the efforts of countless human beings before problems like xenophobia, racism, and world hunger can be solved. So what can you do? What is within your power?
Coming up with an action in response to the problem you have researched might feel daunting. Let's start with a quick brainstorming exercise. This assignment gives you the opportunity to think deeply about taking the most appropriate action in response to the problem you have been researching. Reviewing the videos and composing a freewrite will help you formulate a research question. 
Guidelines
Step 1. Watch Interview with Joo Han of the Asian American Federation.

Step 2. Think back on the work of some of the activists you’ve been introduced to this quarter. Through her inaugural poem, Amanda Gorman inspired millions to put hope into action. Fifi Baiden founded an organization that supports orphaned children. Joo Han has helped work towards increasing safety for Asian Americans in New York City through the Hope Against Hate Campaign. 
Each of these individuals noted a problem in their communities and took action. The problems have not been solved as a result of their efforts, but change has occurred, and hope has spread. One thing to keep in mind is the scope and scale of these individuals’ work; their undertakings required a lot of resources.
Step 3. Watch the three short videos I've posted as additional examples of doing hope

Step 4. Consider the following:
· All of these efforts are focused on actions, not solutions. 
· The scope and scale of these efforts--from writing the inaugural poem to posting on TikTok--vary widely.
· The individuals and groups used their own unique experiences, knowledge, and skills.
· The actions are backed by evidence. The people who took action did so in response to problems they were quite familiar with. In some cases, a lot of formal research was conducted; other cases involved people simply having an awareness of a community’s needs.
· The actions required resources--money, people, products, etc. Think about all of the things the individuals or groups needed to do their work. 
The Prompt
Set a timer for 25 to 30 minutes and compose a freewrite that helps you brainstorm an action you could take (or encourage others to take) in response to the problem you have researched. Respond to some or all of the following questions:
· What knowledge or skills do you already have that would prepare you for this action?
· What do you know and/or what assumptions have you made that led you to believe this action would aid in working toward a solution?
· What resources might you need?
· What evidence might you need to demonstrate how realistic and successful this action could be?

· Read: Freewriting Guidelines
· The practice of freewriting can vary from class to class. These short writings are meant to build up your writing muscles and help you gain confidence in your writing. The more you write, the better you’ll feel about your writing. Approach these assignments with patience and diligence.
· Freewriting Assignments
· Each freewriting assignment will offer you a prompt and a recommended amount of time to write. Use that suggested time as a minimum, knowing that it may take you longer to respond fully to the prompt. 
· All you have to do is get your ideas down. Do not worry about organization, format, style, or tone. You should proofread your work before submitting it, but don’t strive for perfection.

Criteria for Success
· The criteria for success for all freewrites are the same. You are being graded on your adherence to the prompt, evidence of having reviewed any assigned materials, and evidence of having put some careful thought and consideration into your ideas. 
· As you’ll hear me say many times this quarter, writing is a process of discovery. You might find that your thoughts change as you write. That’s okay! You’re getting your ideas down. 
· The ideas that you’re exploring now will come up in your research project later this quarter, so the more you take advantage of this opportunity to explore your thoughts, the richer your final project will be. 

Grading Scale
· Here's a scale to give you a sense of how I grade freewrites:
· 10 points Writing responds directly to the prompt; shows evidence of an understanding of any required concepts; writing is clear to the reader; and writing demonstrates a strong engagement with the topic.
5 points Writing relates to the prompt, but seems rushed or superficial or is difficult for the reader to understand.
1 point Writing was submitted in, but has nothing to do with the prompt.
0 points Missed assignment 

