Assignment Purpose
You've already reviewed the overview for this part of your research paper, and you might already be thinking about how to draw together all of your research. Your goal for this assignment is to write a rough draft of your Problem Statement. (Page 3.)
Remember: the objective of this section of your paper is to explain the problem in such a way that you get your reader to become “brave enough to see it.” You are not asking them to do anything. Not yet, anyway.
What's a rough draft?
Anne Lamott, one of my favorite authors who writes about the writing process, calls rough drafts "shitty first drafts." (Page ) She tells her readers that the goal is just to get your ideas down. That's what you're going to do this week: get your ideas down so that, as you move through the next few weeks, you can reshape and refine your draft. 
Why not wait until you're done researching and then write your Problem Statement and Action Proposal at the same time? Well, for one you need to learn as much as you can about a problem before you propose anything. And since writing is a process of discovery, drafting your Problem Statement now will help you think through some ideas for the action you'll soon propose. You should also look to this process as an opportunity to learn how to synthesize or stitch together what you’ve learned in your research.
Rough Draft Guidelines
Your rough draft should be roughly 3 pages and should: 
1. Follow the standards of an exploratory essay. This section of your paper will not be argumentative. You are simply using your newfound knowledge to explain the problem (or “shade”) to your audience as clearly and effectively as you can. 
2. Reference a minimum of five sources (three popular and two scholarly). While I do not expect you to follow all of the guidelines of MLA, I should be able to understand where each reference came from, whether you paraphrase or use direct quotes. You are not expected to submit a Works Cited page with your rough draft UNLESS you are using sources that are not in your annotated bibliography.
3. Use some of the principles from They Say/I Say to draw together multiple voices. 
4. Have a working thesis statement. Note that sometimes writers find their thesis statements buried in the body or even in the conclusion of a rough draft. That’s totally fine! In fact, it's not at all rare for a student writer's thesis statement to appear in the last paragraph of their rough draft. You’ll move it to the appropriate place when you write your next draft. For now, simply underline or highlight the sentence(s) that feel(s) most like your main idea.
You may follow whatever format works for you. Some students like to use a formal outline; others may draft an introduction and then write bullets for body paragraphs; and others like to write rough drafts as if they were freewrites. I encourage you to use the method that you find most useful. If you haven’t found a drafting process that works for you quite yet, I encourage you to experiment! You will have the opportunity to revise, so focus on process, not product. 
Audience
Keep in mind that you are writing to an audience who knows a little about the problem, but needs to have a broader understanding so that, after they read your problem statement, they will ask: How can I help? This may not be entirely apparent in your rough draft and that’s okay. Just keep in mind that this is your ultimate goal. 
You will receive feedback from me and your classmates before you write your final draft. 
	Sometimes writers have a hard time getting their ideas out of their brain and onto the page. Did you know the learning assistants in the Writing & Learning Studio can help you with this? They are great listeners and can take notes as you talk through your ideas! Click here to schedule an appointment. 
	


Criteria for Success
While you do not need to write out the answers to the questions below, you should consider each of them carefully before you submit your work. These are things I will consider as I assess and grade your paper.
· With the understanding that this is a rough draft, to what degree have I positioned myself as an expert and explained this topic so that my reader will see this problem as something that needs urgent attention and action?
· Regardless of where it appears in my rough draft, do I have a thesis statement that identifies the main idea of my paper by clearly stating what the problem/shade is?
· To what degree have I demonstrated an understanding of the principles offered in They Say/I Say by using templates to draw together multiple voices?
· How do my sources work to support my main idea? 
· With the understanding that I have not been required to use MLA for my rough draft (but will for my final draft), can my reader easily discern whose ideas are whose? 
You will write at least two drafts of this paper. Your final draft will be longer and more formal. You can review the full expectations here. The final draft will be due on Wednesday, August 19th with the other components of this project.




Problem Statement Instructions
Hope Project Overview

The goal of the Hope Project is for you to find a small, unique way to “do hope” in response to a problem. For the purposes of this assignment, a problem is an event, situation, or issue in which people, animals, and/or the environment are being harmed.
You know that there are already activist groups, social movements, policies, and all sorts of other ways in which hope is being offered in response to the problem you have chosen to research. Your aim is to find a way to participate in the work that is aimed toward a solution to the problem and/or encourages people who are not already involved to take action. 
You can either propose that a person or group take action, or you can demonstrate your own plan of action. The action section of your paper will argue that the action you have created is appropriate and realistic. In order for your audience to want to take action, your writing has to be credible.
While I don't want you to worry about the final draft of your research project yet, you should know that the first piece you present your audience will be a creative form to quickly grab the attention of your audience so that they will want to learn more by reading the Problem Statement and Action Plan. That said, the three pieces of this project will be written in reverse order. This page contains instructions for the first section: the Problem Statement. 
Section 1: The Problem Statement
Assignment Purpose
There are many, many ways writers can present their research. Often, students associate research papers with argumentative essays. The problem statement is exploratory. It is not argumentative. This assignment will give you the opportunity to become an “expert” on a topic and explain that problem as clearly and effectively as you can in a way that is backed by evidence, thus making you a credible source for your audience.

Your writing will be concise and to the point while also including supporting evidence and detail. Think of it this way: you are writing this paper so that your reader doesn’t have to do the work of reading all the sources you found in your research.

Audience
Most likely you have already formed some opinions and taken a stance on your topic; that’s totally fine. Since you have been assigned to write about a problem, your paper will no doubt have some bias. Surely there are some folks who don’t believe your topic is a problem, but you aren’t writing for them. You are writing to an audience who knows a little about the problem, but needs to have a broader understanding so that, after they read your problem statement, they will ask: How can I help?
Guidelines
In order to explain the problem to your audience, you should locate a minimum of 2 scholarly and 3 popular sources. You may use more sources if you would like. Combined, these sources should answer the following questions, showing that you are (for the purposes of this assignment) an expert on this topic:
1. Who or what is being harmed or experiencing hardship?
2. How are they being harmed or affected?
3. Who or what is harming or affecting them?
4. Who or what is responsible for creating this harm?
5. What is the historical context of this problem? 
6. What is the social or global scale of this problem? From where does it stem?
7. How pervasive is this problem?
Do not respond directly to each of these questions in the order in which they are asked. Rather, you should synthesize the information you have found to explain the problem in a way that makes the most sense to your audience. 
The Problem Statement will be comprised of: 
1. A clear, concise, and defined thesis statement that is located at the end of the first paragraph of your paper.  Your thesis should explain to your reader what the problem is. Remember: you are not proposing an action or solution. 
2. The body of your paper will provide an overview of the problem/issue geared toward your audience so that they can clearly understand your arguments and the importance of the issue you're exploring. You are using demonstrative rhetoric and appropriate rhetorical appeals to explain the problem in such a way that, by the end of your paper, your audience is receptive to reading about how they can take action.  
3. The information you offer throughout your paper must be backed with evidence. You will incorporate the research you found in week four. If necessary, you can conduct additional research. 
4. A conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis, but readdresses it in light of the evidence provided.
5. A unique and creative title. 
6. A references page in MLA format that appropriately lists each of the sources you used to support your claims. You may request to use APA if you are majoring in a discipline that prefers that citation format.
Your final paper will be roughly four to six double-spaced pages. It would be very difficult for you to explain your topic in fewer than four pages, but you should also think about how much your reader will be willing to read. Assume that they know little about the problem, then consider what they need to know and what they do not need to know.

You will write at least two drafts of this paper. The final draft will be due on Wednesday, August 19th with the other components of this project.

























Read: "Shitty First Drafts" by Anne Lamott
The link to the article: file:///C:/Users/12069/Downloads/1-Shitty%20First%20Drafts.pdf

