The assignment is due on August 18th 20:30 PST

Instructions 
You made it! You've put a lot of work into this project and it's time to turn it in. Please submit your final project in one document. Before you submit it, though, make sure that you have carefully reviewed the formatting guidelines and the rubric.

This project contains three components: your problem statement, action proposal, and reflection and self-assessment. 

Formatting Guidelines
Your paper should be formatted according to MLA guidelines and the components should be assembled in this order:

1. The final draft of your problem statement(See pages below) should have a unique title and be formatted according to the guidelines for the first page of an MLA paper. Use the example shown here . 

2. The Works Cited page for your problem statement should start on a new page and must be formatted according to these guidelines. Your Works Cited page should include citations for all of the sources you used in the problem statement. 

3. The final draft of your action proposal (See pages below) should begin on a new page. 
4. The Works Cited page for your action proposal should start on a new page and must be formatted according to MLA guidelines. It should include citations for all of the sources you used in the action proposal. If you reference sources you also used in the problem statement, those sources should also be cited here. 

4. Your reflection and self-assessment (See pages below)should begin on a new page.

5. Leave a note in the comments box if you would like feedback. Otherwise, you will receive only a number grade.

Criteria for Success
Note that each component has its own criteria for success and is worth 30 points. The total project is worth 90 points. See the rubric for all of the criteria for each component.






	Final Draft of Hope Project

	Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeProblem Statement
To what degree have I followed all of the instructions for the problem statement?

How does my thesis statement articulate the concept of hope by clearly identifying a problem?

How does the body of my paper support my main idea? How have I used evidence to support my claims?

To what degree have I taken my audience into consideration by presenting them with information that is relevant, credible, clear, and supported?

How have I used my voice to express my unique ideas in a way that demonstrates my understanding of what academic writing should look like?

In reviewing the eleven guidelines listed above, to what degree have I engaged in the writing process by using the feedback given to me to revise my earlier draft?

Have I avoided plagiarism by submitting original work and citing my sources appropriately?

How clear is my writing? If I used an online translator, grammar checker, or other tools, have I double-checked to make sure that my meaning is being clearly conveyed?
	
	30 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeAction Proposal
To what degree have I followed all of the instructions for the action proposal?

How does the action I propose work as a way to "be brave enough to be it"? In other words, to what degree have I demonstrated an understanding of the foundational themes of this class by showing the relationship of hope and action?

How have I demonstrated an understanding of persuasive rhetoric by identifying an audience who is appropriate for this action?

How have I demonstrated my understanding of rhetoric and rhetorical appeals by using language that is appropriate for the audience I've chosen?

How do I use evidence to show my reader how important it is that they take action towards this problem?

How have I used my instructor's feedback to revise my paper and make my action simple and concrete?

How does my thesis statement work as the main idea of my paper and articulate a persuasive appeal that encourages my reader to join in my action?

How does the body of my outline support my thesis/main idea? How clear is it to my reader that I have done the appropriate research to support my ideas?

Have I avoided plagiarism by submitting original work and citing my sources appropriately?

How clear is my writing? If I used an online translator, grammar checker, or other tools, have I double-checked to make sure that my meaning is being clearly conveyed?
	
	30 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeReflection and Self-Assessment
To what degree have I followed all of the instructions for the reflection and self-assessment?

How specific, detailed, honest, and thorough is my reflection and self-assessment?

How deeply have I considered each of the areas listed in steps 1, 2, and 3, and how thoroughly have I written my responses?

When I reviewed previous assignments and the final drafts of my problem statement and action proposal, how deeply did I take into consideration the assignment guidelines and criteria for success for each assignment?

When evaluating my work, how did I use detail and evidence to support my claims?

When assessing my work, how did I use the criteria for success to give suggested grades for my problem statement and action proposal?
	
	30 pts

	Total Points: 90
















Problem statement
Assignment Purpose
Use the following guidelines to revise your Project Statement. You'll notice that a lot of what is included here also applies to your Action Proposal. As these two assignments are related but different in audience, purpose, and genre/occasion, it's important that you adhere to the rubrics for each of the respective assignments.

Have you changed your topic? 
If you have changed or re-focused your topic since writing your Problem Statement, you must conduct research to support your 

Revising Your Draft
Revision is a normal part of the writing process. By definition, revision means "to see again." You might have noticed that the feedback you received stated that your ideas feel unclear, or aren't fully formed. Or you may have learned that your paper needs to be developed or reorganized. All of this is to be expected. 
So how you should go about this work? The first step is to remind yourself what you are aiming towards. It's been a while since you read "So You've Got a Writing Assignment. Now What?"
Actions
 I encourage you to go back and read or at least skim that article now as it contains some great tips for understanding and adhering to assignment guidelines.

Carefully review the feedback you've received. Look at the comments I made in the text box and in your paper. Prioritize the necessary areas of revision from most important to least important, keeping in mind that ideas and expression are much more important than grammar and mechanics.
Follow these Steps as You Revise
1. Review the Problem Statement instructions and the assignment guidelines below. Do you fully understand what you've been asked to do? Is there anything in the instructions that you have not added to your paper yet? 
2. Review the Criteria for Success at the bottom of this page. You will be graded based on these criteria. Return to this list often as you revise your paper. 
3. Revise your thesis statement. Everything that follows should work to support it. Remember, if you have changed your topic, you will need to conduct new research. 

4. Next, revise the body of your paper. You will have to develop some of your ideas, and this might mean adding, deleting, or reconstructing paragraphs.

Ask yourself: how does this paragraph support my thesis? How does it relate to the previous and the next paragraphs? Consider how the first sentence of each paragraph works as a topic sentence that shows your reader what that paragraph is about.

Ask yourself: how does each sentence support the topic sentence of my paragraph? How does it relate to the previous and the following sentences?
4. Next, revise your introduction, then your conclusion. 
Your introduction should start with a hook--an interesting fact that grabs your reader and makes them want to keep reading. 

Your conclusion should begin with a restatement of your thesis. As the point of your problem statement is to get your audience to want to read your action plan, it is highly recommended that you use deliberative rhetoric to end your paper with a call to action. Here (Links to an external site.) is a short resource on conclusions.
Throughout your writing and revision, keep your assignment guidelines and any feedback you have received close by and refer to them often. Review the items in the list below. Use them as a checklist to ensure you've done everything you should do to prepare your final draft for submission.

Assignment Guidelines
The final draft of your Problem Statement will be roughly five to seven pages but I encourage you to focus less on word count and more on content. It would be really difficult to write this paper in four or fewer pages.  Your final draft, due with the other components of this project, is due August 18th, and should adhere to the following guidelines:

1.  Your paper must have a clear and well-defined thesis statement that is located at the end of the first paragraph of your paper.  Your thesis should be specific and accurate, but as this is an exploratory essay (Links to an external site.), your thesis should not be argumentative. Your thesis should be strong enough to stand on its own in such a way that were your audience to read it, they would have no question what issue or "shade" you are going to describe.
2. Write an overview of the problem/issue written in such a way that your audience can clearly understand the importance of the issue you're exploring.  It's fair to imagine your audience has a little bit of knowledge on this topic and that they acknowledge that this is, indeed, a problem.  
3. Be thorough and descriptive. Consider the five Ws and an H--who, what, when, where, why, and how. Consideration of each of these things will help you create writing that is detailed and specific. 
4. Synthesize your sources. Rather than refer to one source per paragraph, you should use some of the principles and templates you have learned from They Say/I Say 
Actions
to draw together your ideas and create an academic conversation. Use your evidence to support your ideas. 

5.  Use MLA to cite your sources appropriately.  Each source should be cited with an in-text citation every time you use it in your paper. If you are unsure whether or not you should cite a source, cite it anyway!
6.  Write a conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis, but readdresses it in light of the evidence provided. Again, a call to action is a great strategy for your conclusion in this paper.
7. The last page of your paper will be a Works Cited page in MLA format that appropriately lists each of the sources you used to support your claims. This does not count toward your overall page limit!
8. Include a unique and creative title that gives your reader a sense of what your paper is about. 
9. Your paper should be formatted according to MLA guidelines, which you can find here (Links to an external site.). 
10. You may use headings to indicate what you are discussing in each section of your paper if you think that would help your reader. This is not mandatory.
11. In addition to all of the above, your paper must show that you took your classmates' and my feedback into consideration and revised it accordingly. It is not okay to simply submit longer versions of your rough drafts, nor is it okay to simply change a couple of things. I expect to see deep revisions. If you have questions about the feedback I gave you, be sure to ask!
I very strongly recommend you seek support from the Writing & Learning Studio (Links to an external site.), regardless of how you feel about your writing. EVERYONE benefits from having another person review their work! And remember: you can get an extension on your final project if you get tutoring support!
Criteria for Success for the Problem Statement
Assess the quality of your work by asking yourself each of these questions before turning in your draft. These are the questions I will ask when assessing and grading your work.
· How does my thesis statement articulate the concept of hope by clearly identifying a problem?
· How does the body of my paper support my main idea? How have I used evidence to support my claims?
· To what degree have I taken my audience into consideration by presenting them with information that is relevant, credible, clear, and supported?
· How have I used my voice to express my unique ideas in a way that demonstrates my understanding of what academic writing should look like?
· In reviewing the eleven guidelines listed above, to what degree have I engaged in the writing process by using the feedback given to me to revise my earlier draft?
· Have I avoided plagiarism by submitting original work and citing my sources appropriately?
· How clear is my writing? If I used an online translator, grammar checker, or other tools, have I double-checked to make sure that my meaning is being clearly conveyed?






















Action Proposal 
Assignment Purpose
This Action Proposal assignment is the second section of your research project. It gives you the opportunity to write about the most appropriate action you or others can take in response to the problem you have been researching. Your goal is to identify a small action that could offer some light to the situation. You are, as Amanda Gorman might say, demonstrating how you have become “brave enough to be it.”

While your Problem Statement is an exploratory essay, this paper is a different genre. It’s a persuasive essay. By using appropriate evidence and rhetorical strategies, you will present your action plan in detail and show why your plan is not only realistic and doable, but will have a positive effect in response to the problem you have been researching. 
Note that a persuasive essay is a little different from an argumentative essay. This resource (Links to an external site.) clearly identifies the differences. 
Responding to Your Research Question
Your thesis statement will be a direct response to your research question. The body of your paper will expound on that question by addressing the following questions:
· Who should be involved in carrying out this action? Why? How do you know this is the right individual or group? 
· Knowing that people rarely communicate with one another through academic essays, what is the most effective way to inform this individual or group about the problem (signage, flyer, persuasive letter, social media, website, petition, television commercial, etc.)? How do you know this mode would be effective? 
· What will that individual or group do? How will they be invited/encouraged to take action? Who will communicate with them and how? How do you know that these are the right people to take action?
· What will your role be in carrying out this action? 
· What resources will be necessary for this action (money, materials, technology, etc.)?
· What is the timeline for carrying this out? How do you know that it is appropriate and realistic?
These questions are listed in no particular order and are meant to be a starting point, not necessarily a checklist. In other words, you might not need to respond to all of these questions, and there might be other information you need to include. Your paper should not read as a list of responses to the questions above.
Using Evidence to Support Your Claims
Expect your reader to ask two questions as they move through your essay: “So what?” and “How do you know?” Think about some potential ways to back up your claims. You might look into how others have carried out similar actions, for example. I very highly recommend you seek the support of our campus librarians. 
You should find a minimum of four sources to support your claims. You may also use sources you found in your Week 4 search, but you must find at least four new sources for this section of your paper. Your sources can be popular or scholarly or a combination of the two. Use the skills you gained in Week 4 to locate sources that are credible and appropriate for this assignment.

It is fine to use sources that were not originally written in English.Just be sure to carefully paraphrase and represent the authors’ ideas appropriately. 
You will need to use MLA in-text citations and include a Works Cited page when you submit your final draft. 
Your Audience
You should write for an audience who has read your Problem Statement and is now very supportive of you initiating action and might want to join you in your efforts. This person or group may aid you in your efforts in any way--through participation or donations, etc. 
It is fine to use first person, but your language should be formal and professional. It is also fine to assume that your audience now knows all of the information you provided in your Problem Statement. 
Guidelines
This paper will be roughly five to six pages. Some of you might write more, while others might write slightly less. Rather than thinking in terms of word count or page limit, you should focus on all the questions you need to answer in order for your paper to be convincing. (See the list under “Responding to Your Research Question” above.) It would be difficult to convey all the information you need to convey in fewer than four pages. More than seven pages might be more than your audience needs.
The Action Proposal will be comprised of: 
1. A clear, concise, and well-defined thesis statement that is located at the end of the first paragraph of your paper.  Your thesis should be a response to your research question. It should be persuasive in nature and should focus on an action, not a solution. By the time they reach the end of your paper, your audience should want to help you bring your ideas to fruition.
2. The body of your paper will respond to the questions listed above. The information you provide should be supported by your research.
3. The information you offer throughout your paper must be backed with evidence. You must find a minimum of four sources to support your claims. In addition, you may reference the sources you used in your Problem Statement as well as any course readings or other materials.
4. A conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis, but is oriented toward the future and the potential impact your action might have.
5. A unique and creative title.
6. A Works Cited page in MLA format that appropriately lists each of the sources you used to support your claims. You may request to use APA if you are majoring in a discipline that prefers that citation format.























reflection and self-assessment 
Before you read this: I am posting this overview now so that you have a good sense of what's to come. You do not need to start working on this paper right now. All you need to do this week is familiarize yourself with this overview and know that it is the third and final component of your research project, which you will turn in on August 18th. 

Assignment Purpose:
Typically, the work of student writers is assessed by other people. But self-reflection is critical to our ongoing learning and growth as a writer--no matter who we are. At a reading, I once heard my favorite author, a Pulitzer Prize winner, say that every time he goes into a book store he feels compelled to seek out his own books and revise them. To him, they are never done, and they never will be perfect. There is always something he could have done differently. The same holds true for all writers. 
Others might tell you how they view your work or your growth and development as a writer, but you are the only one who truly knows how a class or assignment challenged you and changed the way you write or think. 
This assignment gives you the opportunity to consider the impact this class has had on you as a student writer.
Step 1. Review the Why Research Writing assignment that you did in Week 1. This assignment asked you to review the looking at both the course outcomes and do a freewrite on your experience with these outcomes. These nine items have served as the framework for everything we’ve done in this course.
Reflect: Did I learn what I’d hoped to learn? How have I applied those skills in this class? Have I begun to apply them in other classes and/or other areas of my life? 
Step 2. Review the feedback you received on some of your writings, especially the longer Wave 2 essays.
Reflect: Was I surprised by the feedback I received? How have I incorporated this feedback into successive writings? What are some of my growth areas as a student writer?

Step 3. Review the assignments you’ve completed for the Hope Project, starting with the concept map all the way through the research paper and persuasive piece.
Reflect: How have my ideas developed as I worked on this project? How did I apply what I learned from the course readings, videos, assignments, or activities as I researched, wrote, and revised my work?
The Prompt
Write a roughly two-page (double-spaced) narrative that tells the story of what you learned through your engagement with this project and answers the question: What has this project taught me?
Your narrative may be written in essay format, or as a letter to yourself or to me--whichever feels most appropriate to you.
Point to specific parts of your process as evidence. For example, if this project helped change your view on a topic, describe your previous viewpoints/beliefs, what resources provided surprising information, why you were surprised by what you learned, and what you can or will incorporate these new viewpoints/beliefs into your personal or academic life.
Reference your own work by drawing in quotes from early (or final) drafts of your papers.
Remember to cite your sources whenever necessary. While it is not necessary for you to draw upon outside evidence, you may find it necessary to reference some of the sources you used, or you might even make direct reference to your own writing. 
Finally, using the rubrics for the Problem Statement and the Action Proposal, evaluate your final project and rank yourself on a scale of zero to 30 for each component.  In this case, zero means you did not turn anything in, and 30 means you accomplished everything according to the assignment guidelines and rubric. Provide an explanation for the grade, using examples from your work. You should be specific, detailed, honest, and thorough.
Ultimately, I am the one who is responsible for the final evaluation of your work.  If I think that your evaluation is unrealistic, I will say so and give you the grade that I feel your performance justifies. Having said that, though, I am frequently surprised by how close students’ judgments of the quality of their work are to mine.  In most cases, it has been my experience that your judgment of your paper’s grade will not be far from mine.  
NOTE: You are not submitting a draft of your self-assessment. Instead, you will submit it with the other components of your final project. This assignment is worth 20 points and will be due no later than 11:59pm on Wednesday, August 18. 

Criteria for Success
How specific, detailed, honest, and thorough is my reflection and self-assessment?
How deeply have I considered each of the areas listed in steps 1, 2, and 3, and how thoroughly have I written my responses?
When I reviewed previous assignments and my final research paper and persuasive piece, how deeply did I take into consideration the assignment guidelines and rubric?
When evaluating my work, how did I use detail and evidence to support my claims? 

