Please notice that this assignment has two parts: Discussion and Topic proposal essay (They are due on July 17th 20:30 PST)

Discussion Part:
Assignment Purpose: This assignment gives you the opportunity to learn what your classmates are working on for their research projects and provide support by expressing curiosity about their topics. You cannot do this assignment appropriately until after you have finished your topic proposal.

Prompt: In one or two paragraphs, share with the rest of the class what "shade" you are planning to write about and why you are interested in that particular topic. It is perfectly okay to simply post the part(s) of your topic proposal essay that best articulate(s) your topic! If you would prefer, you can choose to craft a paragraph or two especially for this discussion. 

Your post should contain detailed information about your topic. Don't simply write "I plan to research global warming." Tell your classmates exactly what your narrowed topic is, provide some detail about that topic from your unique perspective (knowing that you have not yet conducted any research), and a couple of sentences about why you have chosen to write about it. 
READ THIS CAREFULLY: You will not be graded for the Week 3 portion of this assignment, but because of the way discussion boards are set up in Canvas, I have to post this as a graded assignment with a due date of 7/18 so that it shows up on your to-do list. You'll see the due date change to 7/21 when I post next week's module. I realize that might be a little confusing, so don't hesitate to ask for clarification if you need it!  Again: all you need to do for this week is post a bit about your topic after you finish your topic proposal. I will post instructions for the Week 4 assignment on Sunday. 







Essay Part 

Assignment Purpose:
Writing a topic proposal will help you sort through your ideas and will give me the opportunity to provide one-on-one guidance on your project. This assignment will give you the opportunity to turn the most interesting area of your concept map into a narrative in which your ideas are well thought through and organized. You will narrow your topic even further, identify your topic, and demonstrate why you are interested in this particular area.
Step 1. Make sure you’ve chosen the right topic.
Right now, you might not have a strong sense of familiarity with your topic or you might still be trying to decide between multiple potential topics. Your knowledge might be based on what you’ve learned through your own observations or experiences, through conversations with others, or through social media or other popular sources.

Test the scope and manageability of your topic by considering the following questions using the knowledge you currently have. If you are unsure, write what you assume to be true. Give yourself permission to not know everything at this point. Writing is a process of discovery, and you will arrive at the answers in time.
1. Who or what is being harmed or experiencing hardship?
2. What is harming or affecting them?
3. How are they being harmed or affected?
4. How am I affected?
5. How is my family, community, region, or country affected?
You might also write down questions that you have about this problem or issue. If you are unable to come up with a healthy list of questions this might be an indication that the topic won’t hold your interest for the next several weeks.
Step 2. Draft your topic proposal.
In two to three double-spaced pages, write an essay that responds to the following questions:

Section 1: Topic Exploration (about one and a half to two pages)
· What is the “shade” you are researching? In other words, what problem or issue are you planning to investigate?
Who or what is being harmed? What is the source of harm? 
· How does your topic fit with the Hope Project criteria outlined here? 
· How did you arrive at the decision to focus on this topic? Why do you care about it?
· What is your personal connection to this problem or issue? (Note: this question is quite personal and you are not expected to share any information you would not like to share.)
· Why are you interested in learning more?
Tip: Don't get ahead of yourself!  It might help to think of this essay as the story of your connection with this topic and your interest in growing your knowledge and eventually identifying an action. Keep in mind that you are still very early in the process of this project, so do not think about “the light” or the solution to the problem yet! You'll have an opportunity to create a research question and argue for an action (not a solution) in the weeks to come.
Section 2: Accountability Plan
Time management is critical in order to be successful with this project. In one or two paragraphs write about::
· Your experience with time management. Are you a procrastinator? Do you tend to get assignments done early? What contributes to your time management struggles and/or successes?
· How will you hold yourself accountable for the rest of the quarter? Will write lists, keep a calendar, reward yourself when you accomplish tasks, or seek support from others?
· When it comes to time management, what kind of support would you like from me as you continue this project? 
· What kind of support would you like from your classmates?
· What kind of support do you feel you can offer your classmates?
Assignment Audience
As the purpose of this assignment is for you to receive support in preparing for the next phase of the research project, I will be your audience for this assignment. You should write in first person, using a voice that is professional and formal. 
Criteria for Success
Before submitting your assignment, use these questions to assess your own writing. These are the things I will be looking at when I read your paper.
· How does the topic I've selected match the scope of the Hope Project?
· How have I applied the techniques given to me in the video and in these assignment guidelines to narrow my topic from what I arrived at in my concept map to something that is more manageable and researchable?
· Have I told the story of my interest in and understanding of this topic by responding to the questions in the prompt? What more could I have said to best convey my connection to my topic?
· How clear is my writing?  
