Last Week’s assignment
Discussion Part:
Assignment Purpose: This assignment gives you the opportunity to learn what your classmates are working on for their research projects and provide support by expressing curiosity about their topics. You cannot do this assignment appropriately until after you have finished your topic proposal.

Prompt: In one or two paragraphs, share with the rest of the class what "shade" you are planning to write about and why you are interested in that particular topic. It is perfectly okay to simply post the part(s) of your topic proposal essay that best articulate(s) your topic! If you would prefer, you can choose to craft a paragraph or two especially for this discussion. 

Your post should contain detailed information about your topic. Don't simply write "I plan to research global warming." Tell your classmates exactly what your narrowed topic is, provide some detail about that topic from your unique perspective (knowing that you have not yet conducted any research), and a couple of sentences about why you have chosen to write about it. 
READ THIS CAREFULLY: You will not be graded for the Week 3 portion of this assignment, but because of the way discussion boards are set up in Canvas, I have to post this as a graded assignment with a due date of 7/18 so that it shows up on your to-do list. You'll see the due date change to 7/21 when I post next week's module. I realize that might be a little confusing, so don't hesitate to ask for clarification if you need it!  Again: all you need to do for this week is post a bit about your topic after you finish your topic proposal. I will post instructions for the Week 4 assignment on Sunday. 

Essay Part 

Assignment Purpose:
Writing a topic proposal will help you sort through your ideas and will give me the opportunity to provide one-on-one guidance on your project. This assignment will give you the opportunity to turn the most interesting area of your concept map into a narrative in which your ideas are well thought through and organized. You will narrow your topic even further, identify your topic, and demonstrate why you are interested in this particular area.
Step 1. Make sure you’ve chosen the right topic.
Right now, you might not have a strong sense of familiarity with your topic or you might still be trying to decide between multiple potential topics. Your knowledge might be based on what you’ve learned through your own observations or experiences, through conversations with others, or through social media or other popular sources.

Test the scope and manageability of your topic by considering the following questions using the knowledge you currently have. If you are unsure, write what you assume to be true. Give yourself permission to not know everything at this point. Writing is a process of discovery, and you will arrive at the answers in time.
1. Who or what is being harmed or experiencing hardship?
2. What is harming or affecting them?
3. How are they being harmed or affected?
4. How am I affected?
5. How is my family, community, region, or country affected?
You might also write down questions that you have about this problem or issue. If you are unable to come up with a healthy list of questions this might be an indication that the topic won’t hold your interest for the next several weeks.
Step 2. Draft your topic proposal.
In two to three double-spaced pages, write an essay that responds to the following questions:

Section 1: Topic Exploration (about one and a half to two pages)
· What is the “shade” you are researching? In other words, what problem or issue are you planning to investigate?
Who or what is being harmed? What is the source of harm? 
· How does your topic fit with the Hope Project criteria outlined here? 
· How did you arrive at the decision to focus on this topic? Why do you care about it?
· What is your personal connection to this problem or issue? (Note: this question is quite personal and you are not expected to share any information you would not like to share.)
· Why are you interested in learning more?
Tip: Don't get ahead of yourself!  It might help to think of this essay as the story of your connection with this topic and your interest in growing your knowledge and eventually identifying an action. Keep in mind that you are still very early in the process of this project, so do not think about “the light” or the solution to the problem yet! You'll have an opportunity to create a research question and argue for an action (not a solution) in the weeks to come.
Section 2: Accountability Plan
Time management is critical in order to be successful with this project. In one or two paragraphs write about::
· Your experience with time management. Are you a procrastinator? Do you tend to get assignments done early? What contributes to your time management struggles and/or successes?
· How will you hold yourself accountable for the rest of the quarter? Will write lists, keep a calendar, reward yourself when you accomplish tasks, or seek support from others?
· When it comes to time management, what kind of support would you like from me as you continue this project? 
· What kind of support would you like from your classmates?
· What kind of support do you feel you can offer your classmates?
Assignment Audience
As the purpose of this assignment is for you to receive support in preparing for the next phase of the research project, I will be your audience for this assignment. You should write in first person, using a voice that is professional and formal. 
Criteria for Success
Before submitting your assignment, use these questions to assess your own writing. These are the things I will be looking at when I read your paper.
· How does the topic I've selected match the scope of the Hope Project?
· How have I applied the techniques given to me in the video and in these assignment guidelines to narrow my topic from what I arrived at in my concept map to something that is more manageable and researchable?
· Have I told the story of my interest in and understanding of this topic by responding to the questions in the prompt? What more could I have said to best convey my connection to my topic?
· How clear is my writing?  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The assignment you did for me last week

The most affected population of gun violence is those people living in highly populated urban areas and communities concentrated within neighborhoods composed of predominantly black and Hispanic residents. In addition, in the United States of America, children face a substantial risk of exposure to firearm injuries and deaths following the additional relaxation of gun ownership laws in the state.  Generally, gun violence can affect anyone, but in most circumstances, the people who are commonly impacted are marginalized groups in society, women and communities of colour.
Gun violence has a lot of negative impacts on society. In some circumstances, some people are merely affected by the presence of firearms as it makes them feel endangered and fearful. However, the long-term effect of this is psychological effects on an individual or a community. Also, fear of gun violence can affect people's education and health rights as they are too afraid to attend schools or seek medical care when they are seeking.  Besides, high gun violence results in lower homeownership, home value and credit scores. This is brought about because there is a high rate of gun violence in a place where people often shy off from living there and preferably move to unaffected neighbourhoods.
Moreover, gun violence is the leading course of suicide and mass murder. It also helps to increase the prevalence of armed robbery. In addition, gun violence reduces the growth of new retail and service businesses due to insecurity. As a result of this, the economy is usually affected thus increasing the rates of unemployment and poverty within the nation. Primarily, gun violence impacts individuals, a community and even a nation as a whole in numerous ways and should be prevented in whatever possible means.
One thing that inspired me the most to research gun violence is because I have been a victim of gun violence, and I have seen the negative impacts that the ordeal has had on my life. As a child, my family and I lived in a neighbourhood where there was a lot of gun violence. When we lived there, we were always in constant fear of what the next day held for us. Often, we would hear of different deaths due to gun violence. Even as I went to school and my parents went to work, we were ever afraid because you never knew if you would make it through the day alive. At one point, there were shootings, and I almost got killed, but luckily my dog took the bullet for me. After that ordeal, we moved out of that place, but the effects of that day remained on our minds. To heal from the occurrence, we had to take family therapy. However, from that day, I also made up my mind that I would one day do something concerning gun violence to help save the innocent lives lost to gun violence.
ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN (Time Management)
I have good experience with managing time. This is because I have a list of items that I make according to my daily plans. I tend to prioritize the urgent tasks I have from their importance to meet the set deadline. My time management success is due to my daily goals and handling my charges from their mandate to meet the deadline. This technique has always helped me to maintain my time in a disciplined manner. I also give every task a specific time set to get it done so that I also have a chance to look at other jobs. I will hold myself accountable for the rest of the quarter by rewarding myself for accomplishing set tasks.  This will motivate me to continue managing my time well and do my assignments on time to meet the deadline. 
The kind of support I would like from you concerning time management as I continue with this project is that you guide me with the topics to do my prior research early enough. This will help me write my proposal well and on time with consistent monitor and support. It will also help me produce quality work that is direct and precise. The kind of support that I would like from my classmates is help and ideas with my research topic. With their opinions, I can further expound on my research topic and even get a chance to include all other things that I may have overlooked when doing the research. Their help will also make this research inclusive as my topic could also be a matter of concern affecting some of them.
The kind of support that I feel that I can offer to my classmates is various advice concerning their topics and how they could expound on them to make them thorough. I can also support them with their research so that they stick within their time limits.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This time’s assignment
Last week you used a concept map to brainstorm potential research topics. After testing the scope and manageability of your topic, you wrote a topic proposal that identified your topic and explained why you are interested in that topic and how that particular problem or issue affects you. Now it’s time to further explain that problem or issue. 
This assignment gives you the opportunity to draw together what you have learned about Shoreline’s library and research practices. You will begin by researching the problem. Your goal is to explain what is going on to your reader and provide them with an overview of the harm that is being done, whether that is to humans, animals, or the environment. 
At the same time, you are gaining more information for yourself, learning more about the problem so that you can conceive of a unique action and articulate it to an audience of your choosing. You are, in a sense, becoming an expert on this problem or issue--well, just enough of an expert that you can create a way to offer some light to a dark situation. Do not conduct this week's research with an aim to find an action or solution to the problem. You will conduct more research in Week 5 as you work to identify an action that should be carried out in response to the problem. 
Remember: writing is a process of discovery. Right now you might not have a strong sense of familiarity with your topic. Your knowledge might be based on what you’ve learned through your own observations, through conversations with others, or through social media or other popular sources. 
Your research will help you better understand the problem or issue. You might find that you narrow or realign your topic as you conduct your research. That's okay! If, however, you decide to change topics completely you must reach out to me beforehand!
Use the library resources you learned about last week, knowing that your best resource for research are librarians! and you will use the techniques you learned in the library modules to narrow your topic to something that is realistic for the scope of this assignment. 
You will organize your sources and present the detailed results of your research so far in an annotated bibliography. This is a streamlined way to sort and evaluate the information you have gathered and to demonstrate to both you and your audience (i.e. me) the appropriateness of your sources. You will put theory into practice by using what you learned in Wave 2 to critically read and evaluate your sources. 
The Prompt/Task
Your goal for this week is to locate at least three popular sources and at least two scholarly (aka peer reviewed) sources that will help you understand the problem or issue and present your findings in an annotated bibliography.
Step 1. Before beginning your research it’s a good idea to consider all of the questions you will need to answer in your paper. Plan to find sources that, as a collective, answer as many of the 5 W’s (and 1 H) as possible: who, what, when, where, why, and how.
1. Who or what is being harmed or experiencing hardship?
2. How are they being harmed or affected?
3. Who or what is harming or affecting them?
4. Who or what is responsible for creating this harm?
5. What is the historical context of this problem? 
6. What is the social or global scale of this problem? From where does it stem?
7. How pervasive is this problem?
You should also consider the historical context: how long has this been going on? Why does the problem persist?

You do not need to turn in your responses to these questions, but it might help to write down the answers as you go through your research as these answers will appear in your Problem Statement. 

Step 2. Research! Use the skills you learned in week 4. Use the library website and consult with the librarians. 
Do not conduct research to propose a solution or prove any pre-existing theories you have. You’re not at that stage yet. Rather, you are to locate information that answers the questions this assignment poses, always keeping the theme of hope in mind. 
Step 3. Write your annotated bibliography. As you learned in this video, annotations are brief explanations/evaluations of the source material that you can use as an organizational tool. Annotations should summarize and evaluate the source and should respond to some specific questions listed below. Use the set of questions on this webpage  as a guide for what you should include in your annotations.

Your annotated bibliography should be formatted as follows:
 
Part 1. A Works Cited entry that follows MLA formatting standards. 

Part 2. Immediately under the Works Cited entry you should write a brief summary of the source. Imagine I have not read this source (chances are I haven't) and you have one minute to explain it to tell me what it's about. What would you say? 
Part 3. A short paragraph that offers an evaluation of the source. Your evaluation should state the source's worthiness for your work. Why is it appropriate? What makes it a credible source? Is it biased? How do you know you can trust the writer or speaker? 
Part 4. A short paragraph that identifies how this source relates to this assignment. How will you use it to support your ideas in your Problem Statement?  How will you use this source as evidence to describe the problem or issue? More specifically, how does it demonstrate how the problem is creating harm? 
Regarding my requirements for citations: See this page. (Paragraph below)
Review this resource  for an introduction to MLA, the preferred citation style for this class. 
Source citation can be quite complicated. I do not expect you to memorize the rules! Instead, I want you to know the basics of how to locate the information you need to cite sources. I am also supportive of you using a citation generator such as Citation Machine , as long as you do so responsibly. Read more about using citation generators here . 
We will talk more about citation methods next week, so don't stress too much over this!  What is most important to me is that your reader be able to locate the source you cite and you give credit to the appropriate author or speaker. 

Here are some sample annotated bibliographies:
libguides.uwb.edu/annotatedbibliographies 
owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/common_writing_assignments/annotated_bibliographies/annotated_bibliography_samples.html 
guides.library.cornell.edu/annotatedbibliography 

Criteria for Success:
Before submitting your assignment, use these questions to assess your annotated bibliography. These are the things I will take into consideration when I read and grade your assignment.  
· Have I found at least three popular sources and at least two scholarly sources?
· How do the sources I’ve found work to enhance my research project? Do I better understand the problem I am researching as a result of having read these sources?
· To what degree do my summaries convey the gist of the resource?
· To what degree do I demonstrate an understanding of how to evaluate a source? How do my evaluations address the resources’ credibility, appropriateness, and bias?
· How have I shown a connection to the Problem Statement by reflecting on what questions each source answers?(See step 1.)
· To what degree do my citations follow MLA or APA formatting standards?
· Is my annotated bibliography appropriately organized? Is it easy for my reader to discern the difference in my summary, evaluation, and reflection for each source? 

