Instructions for today’s assignment  

Before reading any further, review the Instructions for the Action Proposal (See pages below)!
As the second section of your research project, you will use the Action Proposal to express the most appropriate action you and others can take in response to the problem you have been researching. This assignment gives you the opportunity to use the feedback your peers have offered you to refine your thesis statement and consider how your ideas will all come together in your Action Proposal in a way that meets the needs of your audience.
If a paper has all the physical components of a human body--the bones, muscle, and skin--an outline is a skeleton. It should contain the gist of all of your ideas, but those ideas do not have to be fully formed.
Writing an outline is a personal process. For that reason, I don't like to assign specific formats for outlines. You may use a format that is more structured and formal, or you may simply use bullets to list your ideas. Regardless of which approach you choose you should follow all of the guidelines below. Another thing to note is that this assignment requires a few elements that aren't typically found in outlines.
Assignment Guidelines
Your outline should contain all of the following elements. 
1. Audience identification. Write a few sentences about who your audience for this paper should be, what you know about that audience, and why you feel they are the most appropriate people to not only read your ideas but to join you in taking the action you propose.
2. A potential hook. Do you have any ideas about how you will grab your reader with your introduction? Will you use a story, an anecdote, an interesting fact, or something else? 
3. Refined thesis statement. Based on the feedback you received on the discussion board, refine your thesis statement. It might be tweaked a little bit as you continue to draft and revise this paper, but this version should be well-developed and persuasive.
4. Body/structure. This is the largest part of your outline. For this, you might write a working topic sentence for each of your major paragraphs, or you might summarize how you envision the flow of your paper, or you might bullet your ideas. Be sure to identify which sources you will use to support your main points. Again, use whatever outline format you like the most. The goal of this portion of your outline is to show how you plan to support your thesis. Refer to the full instructions for your Action Proposal for more information about what needs to go in the body of your paper
5. You do not need to submit a Works Cited page with your outline. However, it should be clear which source(s) you plan to use to support your primary ideas.
I recommend that writers work on their conclusions last. At this point, it's okay if you do not have a conclusion. The focus should be on the thesis, body, and use of evidence. 
Criteria for Success
Before submitting your assignment, use these questions to assess your outline. These are the things I will take into consideration when I read and grade your assignment.  
· How have I demonstrated my understanding of the complete Action Proposal assignment by providing a clear and appropriate thesis and body structure? 
· How have I demonstrated an understanding of persuasive rhetoric by identifying an audience who is appropriate for this action? 
· How have I used my peers' feedback to revise my thesis statement? How does my thesis statement work as the main idea of my paper and articulate a persuasive appeal that encourages my reader to join in my action?
· How does the body of my outline support my thesis/main idea? How obvious is it that I have done the appropriate research to support my ideas?
· How interesting is my hook? Will it grab my readers' attention and make them want to read more? 
· Knowing that I could take any approach to the outline that feels best to me, have I addressed all of the guidelines above? 













Instructions for the Action Proposal
Assignment Purpose
This Action Proposal assignment is the second section of your research project (See pages below ). It gives you the opportunity to write about the most appropriate action you or others can take in response to the problem you have been researching. Your goal is to identify a small action that could offer some light to the situation. You are, as Amanda Gorman might say, demonstrating how you have become “brave enough to be it.”

While your Problem Statement is an exploratory essay, this paper is a different genre. It’s a persuasive essay. By using appropriate evidence and rhetorical strategies, you will present your action plan in detail and show why your plan is not only realistic and doable, but will have a positive effect in response to the problem you have been researching. 
Note that a persuasive essay is a little different from an argumentative essay. This resource  clearly identifies the differences. 
Responding to Your Research Question
Your thesis statement will be a direct response to your research question. The body of your paper will expound on that question by addressing the following questions:
· Who should be involved in carrying out this action? Why? How do you know this is the right individual or group? 
· Knowing that people rarely communicate with one another through academic essays, what is the most effective way to inform this individual or group about the problem (signage, flyer, persuasive letter, social media, website, petition, television commercial, etc.)? How do you know this mode would be effective? 
· What will that individual or group do? How will they be invited/encouraged to take action? Who will communicate with them and how? How do you know that these are the right people to take action?
· What will your role be in carrying out this action? 
· What resources will be necessary for this action (money, materials, technology, etc.)?
· What is the timeline for carrying this out? How do you know that it is appropriate and realistic?
These questions are listed in no particular order and are meant to be a starting point, not necessarily a checklist. In other words, you might not need to respond to all of these questions, and there might be other information you need to include. Your paper should not read as a list of responses to the questions above.
Using Evidence to Support Your Claims
Expect your reader to ask two questions as they move through your essay: “So what?” and “How do you know?” Think about some potential ways to back up your claims. You might look into how others have carried out similar actions, for example. I very highly recommend you seek the support of our campus librarians. 
You should find a minimum of four sources to support your claims. You may also use sources you found in your Week 4 search, but you must find at least four new sources for this section of your paper. Your sources can be popular or scholarly or a combination of the two. Use the skills you gained in Week 4 to locate sources that are credible and appropriate for this assignment.

It is fine to use sources that were not originally written in English.Just be sure to carefully paraphrase and represent the authors’ ideas appropriately. 
You will need to use MLA in-text citations and include a Works Cited page when you submit your final draft. 
Your Audience
You should write for an audience who has read your Problem Statement and is now very supportive of you initiating action and might want to join you in your efforts. This person or group may aid you in your efforts in any way--through participation or donations, etc. 
It is fine to use first person, but your language should be formal and professional. It is also fine to assume that your audience now knows all of the information you provided in your Problem Statement. 
Guidelines
This paper will be roughly five to six pages. Some of you might write more, while others might write slightly less. Rather than thinking in terms of word count or page limit, you should focus on all the questions you need to answer in order for your paper to be convincing. (See the list under “Responding to Your Research Question” above.) It would be difficult to convey all the information you need to convey in fewer than four pages. More than seven pages might be more than your audience needs.
The Action Proposal will be comprised of: 
1. A clear, concise, and well-defined thesis statement that is located at the end of the first paragraph of your paper.  Your thesis should be a response to your research question. It should be persuasive in nature and should focus on an action, not a solution. By the time they reach the end of your paper, your audience should want to help you bring your ideas to fruition.
2. The body of your paper will respond to the questions listed above. The information you provide should be supported by your research.
3. The information you offer throughout your paper must be backed with evidence. You must find a minimum of four sources to support your claims. In addition, you may reference the sources you used in your Problem Statement as well as any course readings or other materials.
4. A conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis, but is oriented toward the future and the potential impact your action might have.
5. A unique and creative title.
6. A Works Cited page in MLA format that appropriately lists each of the sources you used to support your claims. You may request to use APA if you are majoring in a discipline that prefers that citation format.
You will have additional formatting guidelines to follow for your final draft. We’ll think about that a little later. 






















research project
In her CNN interview,  Amanda Gorman said, “words matter.” That’s what this class is all about—using words to convey ideas; analyzing the words of others; seeking out words to support your own ideas. Your words and your voices matter immensely. The skills you are learning this quarter will help you consider the clearest and most appropriate ways in which to deliver messages to your reader.
Now you have the opportunity to use your words to make a difference. Drawing upon Baiden’s and Gorman’s notions of hope—that hope is more than a feeling, that it is an act. This project takes inspiration from the last few lines of Gorman’s poem, “The Hill We Climb.” 

When day comes we step out of the shade,
aflame and unafraid
The new dawn blooms as we free it
For there is always light,
if only we’re brave enough to see it
If only we’re brave enough to be it
You will consider “the shade” as a problem or issue—big or small—in your community, culture, region, home country, or in the world. You’ll imagine a “new dawn”—a small act that works toward a solution. You’ll find an audience who is “brave enough to see it” and you’ll persuade them to be “brave enough to be it,” to join you in that small act.
Project Components
You'll receive much more detailed instructions for each piece of this project as the weeks go on. For now though, here is a brief overview of the project.
You will:
1. Consider “the shade” by identifying an existing problem or issue that needs to be addressed.
2. Engage in the research process to seek out and evaluate the most appropriate sources to back your claims.
3. Identify “the light” by offering a potential solution to the problem that applies at least one of the tactics for cultivating hope.
4. Identify a group or individual who is “brave enough to see” the light by creating or putting to use existing resources to help carry out the solution you propose. And you’ll persuade them to “be [the light]” in a way that makes the most rhetorical sense. This could be in the form of a formal proposal, a letter, a creative work, etc.
5. Reflect on your writing and learning processes and assess your work on this project and your growth over the course of the quarter.
Each component of this project will be assigned separately over the course of the next several weeks. Guidelines for each component will be posted in the weekly modules. 

Project Timeline
The remainder of the quarter will follow the timeline below. As we move through each component of this project, we will engage in a different part of the writing process; consider the rhetorical situation and appropriate rhetorical moves; and continue to learn and practice techniques involved in creating an academic conversation. Yes, it's a lot of work, but you can do this and you will learn A LOT! 

Part I: Exploring the Shade/Identifying the Problem or Issue
Week 3 Exploring topics, brainstorming techniques, and writing a topic proposal
Week 4 Critical reading strategies, researching the problem, and documenting and evaluating sources
Part II: Brave Enough to See It and Be It: Proposing Action
Week 5 Creating research questions, continued research, and acknowledging the work of others
Week 6 Persuading audiences
Week 7 Revising drafts and writing reflection/self-assessment
Part III: Revision, Reflection, and Self Assessment
Week 8 Complete final draft due with reflection and assessment
Your final draft will consist of the following*: 
Researched Problem Statement: A roughly 4 to 6-page paper that fully defines a problem or issue.
Proposed Action: A roughly 4 to 5-page researched argument that identifies one small act that would work toward a solution. 
Persuasive Piece: A creative argument for others to join you in your action. This part of the assignment can take many different forms. You will have the opportunity to choose between a persuasive letter or a visual or artistic form of expression.
Reflection/Self-Assessment: You will look back on your progress over the course of the quarter and reflect upon specific moments and assignments to tell the story of what you learned. You will also assess and propose a grade for your research project in this roughly 2-page personal essay.

Let's Agree to Remain Flexible
*My teaching style involves constructing assignments as the quarter progresses. Every class is different. My students form a community and I teach to that community, customizing modules and assignments so that they fit the overall vibe of the class.

You might find that some of the details in the items outlined above change a little bit. For example, if the pacing of our class slows, I might reduce the page requirement, or I might combine two assignments into one for the sake of effeciency. I adjust for access and equity, making sure that each of you has the opportunity to get as much out of this class as you possibly can. I will always give you plenty of advance notice if something should change, and I will never change an assignment in such a way that unnecessarily or unfairly increases expectations. 

Be Bold, Brave, and Unique!
I encourage you to apply your unique voices, viewpoints, and forms of expression as you approach this project. Embrace the importance of process over product. Move through the assignments one at a time, taking advantage of the learning experiences each week offers! 


























Here is the article that I wrote before, please take it and use as a reference for today’s assignment. And please follow all the instructions above. Thanks a lot!
The Problem of Teen Suicide
Teen suicide occurs when a teenager decides to terminate their life for a purpose. Before they narrow down to this decision, a teenager may have struggled with thoughts about suicide for a long time. The thoughts about terminating one's life may lead to what are known as suicidal behaviors. Young adults and teenagers are likely to develop suicidal ideation and even attempt suicide as a result of many changes that take place in their lives during this age. Suicide among teenagers is one of the leading causes of death in this age bracket. Although complete suicides are rare, suicidal ideation among teenagers is characterized by planning to commit suicide, attempting to commit suicide, attempting to commit suicide to an extent that requires medical attention, or even completing suicide. While suicidal thoughts and attempts vary with age, sex, ethnicity, sexual identity among teenagers, it remains to be one of the most devastating causes of teenage deaths, which needs serious attention from many dimensions. 
A Brief History of Teen Suicides
Teen suicides in America have taken a dramatic trend since the early 1950s and have been increasing in the late decades. For instance, according to Shain, (2016), one of the highest rates was reported between 1950 and 1990, where the rate of suicides among the youths aged between 15 and 1 years increased by over 300 percent. However, this rate decreased by 28 percent between 1990 and 2013.  This trend indicates that teenage suicide is a big problem with a long history in America and the globe. According to a study done by (Rosenberg et al. 417) teenage suicide was not a big problem between the 1900s and 1950s. Between 1900 and 1950s, the rate of teenage suicides was equivalent, and about a half of suicides among the other persons. The trend changed from the year 1955, which experienced a highly sharp increase in teenage suicides. The rate of teenage suicides exceeded that of all other persons for the first time in 1978.
VICTIMS OF TEEN SUICIDES
While teenage suicides are likely to affect people across all social dimensions including ethnicity, age, gender, sexual identification, and financial status, trends have shown that some groups of youths are at a higher risk to develop suicidal ideas and attempt suicides than others. For instance, males are more expected to die from suicide than girls while girls are more likely to attempt suicide as compared to boys. That explains why the trends show a high number of boys dying from suicide as compared to the boys. According to Ruch, et al., (2019), 80.1 percent of male teenagers died from suicides as compared to 19.9 percent of females. Concerning ethnicity and sexual identification, Shain, (2016) has shown that American Indian/Alaska Native has the highest risk while Black females have the lowest risk. Another group of sexual minority LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning) has high rates of developing suicidal ideation by more than twice the rate of other youths.  
RISK FACTORS TO TEEN SUICIDAL THOUGHTS
Teenagers have serious problems associated with their age as well as social environment, which increases their risks to develop suicidal thoughts and suicidal behaviors. According to (Shain, 2016), the three most significant causes of suicidal ideation among teens are bullying, internet use, and absence of treatment for depression. Bullying among the youths occurs between teens of related popularity or physical strength. Such imbalances when repeated against a victim create imbalances to an extent that the victim cannot defend themselves. Suicidal thoughts are likely to develop among those being bullied as well as the bullies. The use of the internet is highly associated with suicidal ideations among teenagers. Some of the riskiest behaviors in internet use include long hours on social media and video games, searching for topics related to suicide, online stories related to suicide from other teens, and cyberbullying.  Finally, the failure to provide medication for teens suffering from depression has been associated with increasing the risks of teen suicides. Teenagers become victims of depression as a result of many factors including mood disorders, drug and substance abuse, sexual orientation among many other reasons. However, if treated early, it is possible to prevent them from attempting suicide. 
GLOBAL SCOPE OF TEEN SUICIDES
Global statistics from a study done by Campisi et al., (2020) show that suicidal ideations are highly prevalent in females than boys. The most common causes of suicidal thoughts included bullying and having no close friends among the girls and boys. The study also showed a higher rate of suicidal thoughts in adolescents from high-income countries than middle and low-income countries. Such factors as mental illness and accessibility of mental health facilities and services also affect the rate of teen suicides at the global level. For instance, low-income countries have been associated with neglecting mental health needs among the youths (McLoughlin, Gould, & Malone, 2015). Alcohol and drug abuse have also been identified as a significant risk among teens towards developing suicidal thoughts. For instance, the use of alcohol and drugs while depressed mark a significant cause of such suicides.  
CONCLUSION
The trends of teenage suicides have demonstrated a great need to call for an alarm to save the lives of teenagers. Teenage suicides remain to be one of the leading causes of adolescent deaths that need multidimensional approaches to address the problem. The male gender is less likely to attempt suicide as compared to the girls. However, males are more likely to complete suicides, causing a higher rate of male suicidal deaths than of females. Sexual minority youths such as LGBTQ are also likely to develop suicidal thoughts due to such things as discrimination and bullying. Youths also lack mental health attention from various societies despite being victims of depression, which leads to suicidal thoughts.  As a result, countries, and societies can develop effective approaches to deal with this problem using the existing evidence. 
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