
The History & Politics of Africa
Essay Assignment

For the first take-home essay assignment you will answer the following question:
Write an essay discussing the causes, operation, and impact of the Atlantic slave trade in African history.  When and why did the Atlantic slave trade begin?  What were the specific features of its operation?  In what specific ways did the Atlantic slave trade shape the development of African societies?  Some parts of your answer will touch on issues that are subjects of debate, and your essay should acknowledge the existence of those debates and explain some of the various viewpoints that exist concerning these issues.

There is no page requirement for this assignment, but a successful response to this question should probably be about 6-8 pages in length.

Purpose of the Assignment
This assignment is designed to evaluate both your knowledge and your skills and has three main goals.  First, the assignment gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of an important topic.  In other words, can you effectively explain the history of the slave trade (and thus demonstrate your knowledge about this topic)?  Second, the assignment asks you to back up your statements about the slave trade with evidence (and that evidence should come from both written documents and visual images). Third, this assignment asks to you demonstrate your knowledge in the form of a formal essay (with an introduction, conclusion, citations, etc.)

The Task – How should you approach this assignment?
I recommend that you take the following steps as you work on your essay.  Following these steps will help you to produce a more successful essay.
Read the question carefully.  Make sure you understand the topics you need to cover.  If you are unsure, please speak to me about it.
Go through the Google Slides Presentations to find information you can use to answer the questions in the assignment.  Make note of ideas, examples, and arguments that you can use in your essay.  Remember that your essay has to include both factual information and analysis—describing an aspect of the slave trade is factual information, while explaining why it developed is analysis.
Once you have a good sense of what you would like to cover in your essay, go through the assigned sources looking for supporting evidence.  Find quotations from both the primary and secondary sources that would effectively support and/or illustrate the points you intend to make in the essay.  Remember that you should use at least 4 primary sources and at least 4 secondary sources in your essay.
The Files contains a number of images related to the major themes in this assignment.  Look in these files for images that will effectively illustrate important points you plan to make.  Remember that you should use at least 3 images in your essay.  You don’t need to provide a citation when you use an image, but you should label each image (see below).
Once you have gathered the material you wish to use in your essay, you can begin to put this material together in paragraph form.  Make sure that you are addressing all of the issues raised in the assignment.
Make sure that you include an in-text citation (MLA format) for any material you use from the assigned readings.  For example, if you quote from or reference page 135 of Walter Rodney’s discussion of the impact of the slave trade, you would put (Rodney 135) after the quote.  You don’t need to cite when you draw factual information from your notes or a Google Slides Presentation.  If you use one of the quotes in a Google Slides Presentation you should provide a citation (the full citation will be in the Google Slide). 
Once you have the body of your essay together, write introductory and concluding paragraphs that accurately convey the topic and goals of your essay.
Revise!  Read through your essay several times.  Does it cover everything it should?  Does it make sense?  Do you use the sources effectively to support your points?
Carefully proofread your essay for spelling and grammatical mistakes.  Word processing programs usually identify many of these mistakes for you – find them and fix them.
Add a works cited page.  All the information you need to create an entry in a works cited page for the source is contained in the sources.

Labeling Images
When you include an image in your essay please make sure that you follow the following guidelines:
Images should be centered on the page (not left or right justified)
Images should be numbered – label your images as Figure 1, Figure 2, etc.  You can then refer to those labels in the text of your essay (ex. “As demonstrated in Figure 1 …”)
Images should have a caption.  After the label you should include a brief description of the image (ex. The Triangle Trade).  If appropriate you can use the labels given to the images in Blackboard.

Avoiding violations
In order to avoid violations on this assignment, please keep in mind that this is not a research assignment.  Looking for information outside of the materials given is not necessary and is not allowed.  In other words, do not seek help on the internet in answering this question.  While you need to use evidence to support your points, you should not use any evidence outside of what has been provided for you.  Do not go looking for additional primary or secondary sources, and do not go looking for additional images.  Use only the documents and images that have been provided.

When you use sources, be careful in your paraphrasing.  If you find material in a source that you would like to use, you can either quote it directly or present it in your own words.  You can’t just change a couple of words in a sentence.


Criteria for Success
How will you know if you are on the right track with this essay? You can also use the following checklist to make sure that your essay has all of the necessary components.  You should also consult the grading rubric at the end of this document.

Checklist for the take-home essay
Does your essay discuss each of the major themes raised in the question – the origins, operation, and impact of the Atlantic slave trade?
Does your essay address the existence of debates among historians about some of these issues?
Does your essay include an introductory paragraph which clearly indicates the topic and goals of your essay?
Does your essay have a clear organizational structure?  Does it move logically from one topic to the next?
Is your essay largely free of spelling and grammatical errors?  Have you fixed any errors identified by your word processing program?
Does your essay include an in-text citation for any material taken from the assigned readings?
Does your essay include a works cited page?
Does your essay make effective use of at least 4 primary sources, at least 4 secondary sources, and at least 3 images?
Does your essay include a clear concluding paragraph that reviews the major points made in the essay?





Take-Home Essay #1 Rubric

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Multiplier
	Score

	Thesis
	A thesis statement or question is absent
	The thesis statement or question is vague and/or not relevant to the assignment
	The thesis statement or question is mostly clear and relevant to the assignment
	The thesis statement or question is fully clear and relevant to the assignment
	2
	

	Organization
	The essay is very disorganized and it is difficult to see the connection between individual points and the thesis statement or question
	The essay is poorly organized and it is sometimes difficult to see the connection between individual points and the thesis statement or question
	The essay is generally well-organized and there are only occasional difficulties in seeing the connection between individual points and the thesis statement or question
	The essay is very well-organized and the connection between individual points and the thesis statement or question is always clear.
	2
	

	Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics
	There are pervasive errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	There are frequent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	There are only infrequent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	There are few if any errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
	2
	

	Citations
	Either in-text citations or a works cited page are absent
	In-text citations and a works cited page are present, but they are often incorrectly formatted
	In-text citations and a works cited page are present, and are usually correctly formatted with a minimum of errors
	In-text citations and a works cited page are present and are free of errors
	2
	

	Content Knowledge 
	Factual information in the essay is incomplete, rarely accurate or relevant, and poorly explained.
	Factual information in the essay is often incomplete, inaccurate or irrelevant, and poorly explained.
	Factual information in the essay is largely complete and is usually accurate, relevant, and clearly explained.
	Factual information in the essay is complete and consistently accurate, relevant, and clearly explained.
	3
	






	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Multiplier
	Score

	Analysis 
	The essay contains no analytical component
	The essay contains little analytical material and/or analysis that is weak and ineffectual
	The essay contains a significant analytical component which is generally effectively done
	The essay contains a substantive and compelling analytical component
	3
	

	# of Textual Primary Sources 
	Fewer than 2 textual primary sources are used
	2 textual primary sources are used
	3 textual primary sources are used
	4 or more textual primary sources are used
	2
	

	# of Secondary Sources
	Fewer than 2 secondary sources are used 
	2 secondary sources are used
	3 secondary sources are used
	4 or more secondary sources are used
	2
	

	# of Images
	No images are used 
	1 image is used 
	2 images are used 
	3 or more images are used 
	2
	

	Use of sources (primary, secondary, images)
	Sources are not used effectively to support points made in the essay
	Sources are occasionally used effectively to support points made in the essay
	Sources are often used effectively to support points made in the essay
	Sources are consistently used effectively to support points made in the essay
	3
	

	Concluding statement 
	Concluding statement is absent
	Concluding statement is present but does not clearly address the thesis statement or question
	Concluding statement is present and addresses the thesis statement or question in a largely clear manner
	Concluding statement is present and clearly addresses the thesis statement or question
	2
	






Total score________


