You are required to write a final Research Proposal. You will write a research proposal that seeks to better understand the increasing violence in Indianapolis OR to identify policies or programs to respond to violence crime in Indianapolis.
This handout is designed to assist students in the completion of the Research Proposal and related assignments.  The paper alone is worth 100 points.  In addition, several additional assignments will be related to the paper and will count towards the final grade.  Therefore, it is strongly recommended that students understand and follow the below instructions.  If you have ANY questions or are uncertain about something, please see me as soon as possible.  More specific directions for each assignment will be provided later in the semester prior to their respective due dates.  The below dates are merely tentative and may be changed at the instructor’s discretion.   The final paper is due at 11:59 PM on Friday December 8th, both in class and on Canvas. NOTE THIS IS A REVISED DATE, TIME, AND DELIVERY METHOD
Your paper should include the following sections:


Introduction


Literature Review


Methods


Conclusion 
* You must submit papers through Canvas.  The papers will be run though the software Turnitin. 
Paper Format

1. Papers must be MINIMUM ten (10) double-spaced typed pages of 12 point font Times New Roman and are expected to free of grammatical, syntax, and organizational errors.  Students will therefore submit a minimum of 12 pages: a cover page, ten pages of text, and a reference page.  Papers should be left justified (not centered), have 1-inch margins on all sides, include page numbers, and use properly formatted headings where appropriate.  *For every page of text missing, there will be 10 points deducted from the final graded paper.
2. Papers must include a cover page with the student’s name, course title, date, and the title of the paper.  A “Reference” page must accompany the paper and include all sources used in the completion of the paper.  APA-style citation and referencing will be discussed in class and students are expected to follow that format. Proper citation and referencing format is required to pass the class. 

3.  Papers will be expected to follow the writing guidelines discussed in class as well as the Purdue OWL website. *Papers that do not adhere to the grammatical, organizational, or stylistic guidelines found in this document will have significant points deducted from the final graded paper.

4.  Students must include AT LEAST five academic journal articles.  Newspapers, magazines, websites, or other popular sources are not to be as primary sources of information, but may be used in a limited amount.  The distinctions between academic and non-academic sources will be discussed in class.  *For every required source that is missing, 10 points will be deducted from the final graded paper.
5.  Papers should have no more than a total of 3 quotations.  No more than one quotation may be over 40 words in length (maximum 60 words) and such a quote should follow proper APA format for long quotes. *For every quote that exceeds the 3 quotation and 40-word maximum, 5 points will be deducted from the final graded paper.
6.  Please be extremely careful about plagiarism and the citation of all your sources throughout the paper.  Plagiarism will be discussed in depth in class and on the OWL website.  If you have any questions, please ask.  Do not simply “assume” that you are adequately citing your sources – check the available resources to make sure you are using and citing your sources properly. 
Common Writing Mistakes and How to Avoid Them:

· Avoid first- and second-person (I, me, my, we, our). 

· Avoid slang and clichés (since the beginning of time, putting the cart before the horse, better said than done, etc.)
· Do not use contractions in formal writing (can’t, wouldn’t, don’t)

· Be consistent with verb tense. A common mistake is to alternate between present and past tense.

· Make sure that you do not use plural verbs with singular nouns or vice versa. 

· Avoid over-generalizing statements such as “Most people think . . .” & “Everybody knows. . .”  

· Answer the question(s) that you are asked. Always read exam and assignment questions carefully.
University Writing Center (UWC):
IUPUI has a University Writing Center that is available to all students. Students can work one-on-one with experienced readers and writers to improve their writing and receive constructive comments on their assignments. AND IT IS FREE! Students can schedule an appointment in three ways:

1. Visit http://uwconline.iupui.edu,

2. Stop by one of their locations: Cavanaugh 008H or University Library 2125

3. Or call them at 317-274-2049

More information about the writing center can be found here http://liberalarts.iupui.edu/uwc/
