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Interpretation of the short story The Bath by Raymond Carver
[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
In the short story, The Bath by Raymond Carver, an unknown narrator tells the story in a third-person view. The narrator begins by telling of a mother who is Mrs Weiss going to the bakery on a Saturday afternoon to order a cake for her son’s birthday. On a Monday morning, Scotty, the son of Mrs Weiss, gets hit by a car. The parents of the boy come to the hospital, and after conversing with different doctors, they decide not to leave the hospital. The story ends with suspense, as Mrs Weiss gets a strange call, not knowing whether it was from the baker or the hospital. The story does not show what the fate of the boy is at the end. In the story, it is clear that the central theme that the author is portraying is lack of communication. The author has also described other topics, such as uncertainty and the idea of conflict.
Lack of communication
In the beginning, the author says that the baker says a few words to Mrs Weiss. The baker does not exchange any pleasantries with Mrs Weiss besides giving her minimal information about the cake. Here, the author is showing a lack of communication. As the narrator has put it, there is no point that the baker said anything more than what was necessary. 
The next instance that the author has tried to explore the theme of lack of communication is when Scotty tries to convince his friend to tell him what he got him for his birthday. As the boys walk to school on a Monday morning, Scotty wants to know what his friend got him for his birthday, but in turn, his friend does not say anything. Also, when Scotty gets hit by the car, his friend asks him what it felt like to be hit by a car, but Scotty does not answer. When Mr Weiss went home to take a bath, the baker calls, but Mr Weiss has no clue about the baker and the cake. Although it is clear to the reader that the caller was the baker, and his concern was his pay and why has someone not picked the cake, Mr Weiss was not willing to know anything about it, and he hangs up the call.
Uncertainty
The first instance that the author has portrayed the idea of uncertainty is when Scotty gets hit by a car. Scotty's friend is not sure whether to go to school or to continue eating his potato chips. Scotty left his friend wondering how it feels like to be hit by a car since he does not answer his question. At the hospital, Scotty's parents are left uncertain and in fear of what their son's condition is. When the first nurse comes in, they ask her how their son is, and she states that Scotty is stable and that the doctors would give them more information. However, this does not happen; since when the first doctor comes, he says that they would know more after the test results are ain. 
In another instance, the mother suggests that Scotty is in a coma. Still, the doctor dismisses her statements claiming that the sleeping state that Scotty was in, is a therapeutic aspect and that the body was doing as it was supposed to be. The doctor leaves the parents, uncertain of whether Scotty was in a coma or not. In the story, there is no instance that Scotty's parents get assurance from the doctors. When Scotty is taken to undergo for a scan, the doctors say it’s nothing. The mother is worried and left wondering how can running different test and taking scans on his sons be termed as nothing. 
Conflict
In the story, the author has shown the theme of conflict in different instances. There is an internal and external conflict between the characters in the story. The first kind of conflict that the author has explored is an internal conflict. When Mr Weiss goes home to take a bath, he sits in his car so worried about what could happen to Scotty. He is thinking to himself of how life has been good to him and his family until now. The fear and concern of what his son and his family are going through engulfs him and makes him want to take a bath as an attempt to get back to normalcy. Another instance of internal conflict happens to Mrs Weiss while she is at the hospital. Mrs Weiss gets engulfed with fear of what her family is going through. As she sees another woman get into a car and drive away from the hospital, she wishes that she was that woman, and she could drive away from this entire problem that was happening at the moment.
At the end of the story, both Ann and baker are in internal and external conflict, respectively. For the baker, he is wondering about his payment, and for Mrs Weiss still fears and is left on the verge of waiting to get a response on her son’s condition. 
Conclusion
The Bath by Raymond Carver is a representation of different themes. One can interpret the title as a symbol of normalcy. In the normal life, taking a bath is a routine, and so when Mr Weiss is in worry of what life had become when his son got hit by the car, he tries to find normalcy of his previous life by taking a bath. The author has explored the theme of conflict as portrayed in different instances, such as an internal conflict of Mr Weiss, making be filled with fear and wanting to return to his normal life. There is also the theme of uncertainty. Besides the assurance the baker gave Mrs Weiss, she and her husband remain unassured for the best part of the story, leading to them being uncertain of their son's condition.  Lack of communication is another theme that the author has explored in the story. In the story, there is no comprehensive communication between the characters. For instance, Scotty does answer the question of his friend on how it feels to get hit by a car, and also his friend refuses to tell him what he got him for his birthday.
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