Matthew’s Answer

[bookmark: _Hlk522890419]What are three key influences (experiences, people, etc.) that have shaped your identity?

Influence one would be a high school teacher I had through years 10-12, Richard Whitehouse. I knew from a young age that I loved the performing arts, when I learned I had a passion for singing. I learnt I then had a strong passion and talent for acting, and that belief in myself and confidence in what a could do and bring to the stage was instilled in me by my then Drama and Theatre Studies teacher, Mr. Whitehouse. He built up my confidence and my passion for the arts, in particular Drama and acting throughout my final 3 years in high school, and seeing how he acted as not just a performing arts lover himself but how he stood as a teacher and an educator, enabled me to make the decision in early year 11 that I too, would want to pursue a career in teaching, so thus my dream of becoming a Drama and Theatre Studies teacher just like he was, arose from nowhere, and that was the path my life was going to take, and still currently is. He has been one of the biggest influences in my life, and he has shaped me into the performing arts loving man I am today – added to that, he enabled me to enjoy and love the position of an educator just as much – thus I can help make the dreams of aspiring young actors and actresses, and performers, come true one day. The ultimate reward for hard work.

Influence two, that directly relates to my love for the performing arts, would be an actor himself, Cory Monteith. From the age of 11, and early stages of being 12, I found one of my new favourite actors. The TV show ‘Glee’ was released in the year 2009, and I released early on that Cory, who played the lead role of ‘Finn Hudson’ on the show, was someone I could aspire to become. His character was one with a hidden voice, which at the time, was a representation of me – he thought he couldn’t fit in and would be ridiculed if he used his voice in front of people, just like me, until he took a chance and loved the results. Cory was the reason I auditioned for school productions and wanted to pursue a career in acting and performing arts (before I changed to wanting to becoming a performing arts educator). Cory died in 2013 after a toxic mix of heroin and alcohol, which in itself was a way that shaped me into who I am today – someone who would never take drugs. I always said that I wanted to be like him, and I will always have that dream in the back of my mind, so who knows, maybe I could still pursue that big screen dream one day.

Influence three is a real close and personal one to me, and that’s my Dad. When I was 13, Dad was diagnosed with Cancer, and about 7 months later, when I was then 14, he passed away. Losing your Dad at any age being male or female is hard, but losing your Dad when you’re a young, teenage male, is excruciatingly hard – when you have to adjust to being the man of the house, taking on a working role in your family, and always having it in the back of your mind if you are making him proud or not – stepping into my shoes at that time, I wouldn’t have wished it on anyone. Dad always told me to do what I loved, to follow my dreams in a sense. He was a very heavy smoker, which made me decide at such a young age to not smoke. And since then, I smoked ONCE, socially, and haven’t done it since. He was a heavy drinker, and I too am known to drink, however after seeing the dark side of what happened to him, I drink a lot less. He taught me so many things when I was growing up, like every Dad would, such as how to use a lawnmower, and how to wash the car, and even how to paint. He missed out on teaching me how to drive, and how to successfully and respectful treat and talk to girls and then in his passing, he’s taught me even more about rights and wrongs. I sit here typing this thinking and hoping he would be proud of me, because I never want to let him down. He helped turn me into the man I am today, and for that I will be forever grateful.






[bookmark: _Hlk522893685]Describe three positive experiences you had when you were at school

Positive experiences sometimes came few and far between for me in school, because I wasn’t always the most popular of students, but there were a handful that did make the experience worthwhile. The first of which would be my captaincy positions. I only had two, but I gained more respect from people because of them. In year 11 I was nominated by my homeroom classmates to be class captain, and in year 12 I was offered the position of chess captain. Having those two leadership positions, although small, made me feel important, which was sometimes difficult to do in high school. I think also they enabled me to see that I could be a very good leader if called upon, and have been in leadership positions since high school (Secretary of the La Trobe University Tennis Club, captain of my tennis teams there as well, just to name a few). The second positive experience would definitely be my lead roles in college productions, in particular my major lead in my final performance with the school. I had minor lead roles in my first two productions in years 9 and 10, with being cast as Zeke in ‘High School Musical’ and the Captain in ‘Anything Goes.’ However, my third and final production in year 12, I was cast as Gaston in ‘Beauty and the Beast,’ a role in which I definitely wanted. As a whole, my first 5 years of high school were pretty average, but my final year was much more pleasing. I never thoughts for a second that I would be respected and spoken to as much as I was after the final performance, because people said they never knew I existed, and wondered where I was hiding, and that my talent was incredible. Definitely a confidence booster for me, and also leads on to my third positive experience – graduation. Being around all my friends, and the rest of my year level, being called up by the principal and shaking his hand, and realising that I had done it, successfully graduated from high school and that the door had opened into the rest of my life – it was such a great and satisfying feeling, that I will always remember.

[bookmark: _Hlk522894905]What was a situation at school that impacted you negatively?

Unfortunately, this question is slightly easier to answer than the last, because my high school experience wasn’t great, but I can pick one that probably affected me the most quite easily. In primary school, I was bullied by a boy who was labelled as the ‘school bully.’ He, on a daily basis, made my life hell. I was frighted to come to school because I was worried what he was going to do to me, and I was living at school in fear, daily. At first it was just verbal, but then turned physical. He always used to come by, make the effort to push me around, punch or kick me, and just be up in my face, and because I was so afraid, I never said anything to teachers. Unfortunately for me, once day I cracked, and fought back. He pushed me over one day and something snapped in my head, so I got up, and pushed him back and he went flying down himself – thus a big brawl erupted. Later that day he threatened to kill me, and surprisingly I wasn’t scared – I retaliated though and I shouldn’t have, and that is where it did, and does still, affect me. He was about 20 meters away from me and I was furious at him for making my life hell for years, so I picked up a rock and threw it at him, and it slit his wrist open. To this day, I want to take that moment back, because I am not that type of person and it doesn’t reflect who I am today. His bullying had a negative impact on me, no doubt, but I feel like my actions in my own defence and in retaliation, have affected me more. It makes me know, now, that deep down I feel like I could be pushed to the limit, and I have been since, but the difference now is that I can make a choice and make the correct one. So, in a sense, it was a really negative situation that has now since turned positive.







Do you think that teachers have an impact on a student’s identity?

To put it simply, I do. I’ve answered it really in an earlier question with my old Drama and Theatre Studies teacher, Richard Whitehouse. There was also a teacher that I had for mathematics, who also was the chess club coach, David Strantzen. Mathematics was going to be my backup option as a teacher if I couldn’t get a Drama teaching job, and he being my maths teacher for two years (as well as another maths teacher named Philip Di Natale), they had a positive impact on my love and passion for mathematics in school, and enabled me to decide that maths could be a backup in my pursuit of a teaching job. Those were positive influences; however, I have had a few negative ones too – I had an English teacher who’s name I can’t even remember, who insinuated to my parents during parent teacher interviews one year that I was never going to be successful in life because I was a pain in the butt, and did no work, and wasn’t intelligent enough. That was in year 7, and for the next few years I was worried that she was right, but ironically enough I proved her wrong – I graduated, got into a teaching course at university, and life is good. Teachers most certainly can influence your identity, both negatively and positively – my dream however is to be able to influence people’s lives positively – that is all I want to be able to do.

































[bookmark: _GoBack]Rajvi’s Answer

What are three key influences (experiences, people, etc.) that have shaped your identity?

One key influence that has shaped my identity would be my parents. The main reason I am who I m today is because of my parents. As a 17 year old, I am very independent and hardworking. As a child, I have always been told to do things on my own in order to develop and become more mature quicker. My parents never really had time to explain to me what was wrong and what was right so I sort of had to figure things out on my own. I was barely ever encouraged by them however had a lot of pressure when it came to academic work. My dad would always make me talk on the phone and order food by myself and would not accompany me. My mum doesn’t speak English therefore I had to make the effort and do everything on my own. But now that I look back on my childhood, I can proudly say that I am happy with myself because I don’t have to be dependent on anyone.

Another key influence includes Indian movies. I am no Indian however because I was brought up In Mauritius, I watched Indian movies most of my life. The Indian culture is different to many other cultures. Families in Indian cultures are very strict and therefore, so were my parents. I was brought up differently. My parents would not let me go out alone, I was not allowed to have a boyfriend until I turn 18. Girls are not allowed to wear shorts or short clothing. 

Key influence three, would be moving to Australia. This has been a really big experience which is still ongoing. When I moved to Australia, I was shy and didn’t know how to do anything. I struggled to speak English however throughout the years I learnt and now my English has gotten better. I moved to Australia in 2015 and by 2016, I was able to open my own bank account and I got my first job at Lord of the Fries. I worked there for more than a year and unfortunately had to leave after an event that happened last December which traumatised me. However, while working at Lord of the Fries, I also got a job at Hungry Jacks. Therefore, coming to Australia had a big positive influence on me.



Describe three positive experiences you had when you were at school.

Three positive experiences I had when I was at school was that I successfully passed my year 12 exams and got into my Education course. Dealing with depression and having to face different challenges. I finally passed my exams and didn’t drop out no matter how much I wanted to. Another positive experience I had in school was that when I was inn year 9 in Mauritius, we had to do a national exam and I passed all my subjects thinking I would fail. Lastly, in Year 12 I studied French and I participated in a competition called ‘Berthe Mouchette’ and I was qualified for the finals. This helped me improve my French and made me more confident.




What was a situation at school that impacted you negatively?

A situation in school that had impacted on me negatively is when I moved to Australia, I experienced racism. People used to think I am Indian and would not be friends with me. So it was hard making friends in high school. People would not ask me where I came from and would just assume that I am Indian. I remember having a conversation with someone in school and he just assumed that I was Indian and asked “so what is it like living in India”. I found this really offensive because I was not from India and never saw him again.
Do you think that teachers have an impact on a student’s identity?

Honestly, yes. I do believe that teachers have an impact on a student’s identity. It can be both positive or negative. I personally experienced both, my accounting teacher in year 12 told me that I would not be able to go further in life. He never encouraged me and told me that I would not make it to uni. I believed in myself and tried my hardest to work hard in school and passes my exams. He called me stupid because I was struggling and had trouble understanding the subject.
