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Introduction
Written by Edwin Arlington Robinson is a poem by the name “Richard Cory."  He is American poet of Twentieth century and has received several prizes showing different themes in his poet that affects most of the American like individual failures as well as materialism that is well evident in the poet of "Richard Cory." The poem starts by introducing the readers to this man called “Richard Cory” The poem describes this man as a total gentleman, slim and looking good, and this makes him be admired by everyone in the town.  He is also rich and has a high rank in society. In this poem, Edwin Arlington Robinson addresses how wealth and status are not a guarantee of happiness by using different literacy devices like the setting of the poem, irony, imagery, symbolism, and characterization. 
As evidenced in the first stanza first line,  poem taking place in downtown and this is actually the setting of the poem whereby were told that, Mr. Cory pay a frequent visit to this town since he does not come from there. Those who live downtown are referring themselves, “The people of pavement," as seen in the second line of the first stanza of the poem.  Now Cory considers the town to be very humble compared to where he comes from as people work for several hours. In this poem, the setting is as good as highlighting a big gulf between Mr. Cory and the speaker, whereby suicide, which is a shocking effect at the end of the poem, is heightened.

The irony in this poem has been skillfully used in showing how physical appearance can turn into deceiving. In this poem, Richard Cory is viewed to be very happy because of his status and wealth, and other townspeople admire to be like him, as evidenced in the first line of the third stanza. However, it is ironical that, despite his wealth, this man has never enjoyed happiness because he lacked companionship. In the fourth stanza, the last line, we are told that this man lived an isolated life, and this makes him shoot himself. Therefore, situational irony has been used in the poem to get Richard Cory's message across. 
In the first stanza, the third line, we are introduced to the use of imagery in this poem. The line "He was a gentleman from sole to crown" has been sued to show imagery. Here Richard exudes any features that one can assume about a gent. He seemed to be refined with pretty taste. He shows a lot of respect to others in the town; people look and admire him. This line is offering an impression of differentiating subjects in the whole poem. Still, on the same stanza line, four imagery is shown; “ Clean favored, and Impressively slim” (Edwin,1935). This means that Cory growled well as he took more pride due to his appearance, and as such, it is confirmed that he is "Imperially" but not thin (Edwin,1935). In the poem, as in the first stanza last line, the term “imperially” slim has been used to symbolize affluence. We get to know that Cory hardly did physical labor to earn a living. He depends on the inherited wealth and does not work, so lacked a muscular body. H is not fat though he can eat whatever he wants. This tells us that Richard Cory is uncomfortable in his wealth. In the first stanza second line, “We people on the pavement looked at him," we get to know reality in the poem that there are two classes of people here that are Richard Cory and the town's Folk who are not educated like Richard. The narrator describes Cory as human and others as not "Human," The most important symbol is suicide, as evident in the last line of this poem. It has been used as an allegory for surrendering as Richard Cory give up in his attempt to have a close connection with other peoples in the town. He lives an isolated life and decides to shoot his head violently. Food is another symbol that has been used in the poem. The narrator of the poem described how "we" to mean humanity can only afford bread and cannot afford meat, a thing that makes them curse the bread, knowing that it is what sustain them. They actually envy Richard Cory because of the way he is comfortable.
Lastly, is the characterization in this poem? Here we have Richard Cory, Narrator, and townspeople. Richard Cory is described as an admirable, slim, and good looking gentleman. He is rich and educated, and many of the townspeople want to be like him. The narrator, as well as other people in the town, is poor as they envy Richard Cory. They also wish if it were possible to take in position in the society. They cannot afford meat but bread, which sustains them, and thus, this means they are poor (Donna, 2019).
Conclusion
The poem is trying to describe how wealth and high status in society is not a guarantee of happiness in one's life. Through Richard Cory, we can learn the way people thought about him; it is not actually what he was. They though he is happy and swimming in richness, but the reality is that he lacked happiness due to a lack of companionship that ended up making him terminate his life. Finally, the author of this poem has addressed themes through different literary devices in this poem, such as symbolism, the setting of the poem, imagery, irony, and characterization.
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