Paper #4: Read the student sample essay


This essay will demonstrate your skills in organizing and writing a Feminist Analysis essay of one of the following stories by Kate Chopin (posted in Module 5 assignments). I will read only papers on one of these stories. Your essay will demonstrate your grasp of Feminist Analysis, techniques used by the writer to make readers aware of the economic, political, social, and psychological oppression of women, and developing an essay from a thesis.
1. “A Pair of Silk Stockings”
2. “The Storm”
3.  “A Respectable Woman”

Length: I grade for substance, so write not less than three pages of substantial analysis. Long introductions should be avoided. 

Format: Compose the paper using typical margins, 12-point type, double spaced. When using quotes, use the MLA format of documentation including parenthetical documentation and a Works Cited page. 

Due Date and Penalties: This essay is sent to me as a word document attached to an e-mail and identified as English 1302, Paper #5 (in subject box of e-mail.) The essay is due by midnight on April 15th. 

Prompts:  Write on one and only one prompt below. Read the prompt very carefully.

You must use examples from the story. If you use sources other than the essays and stories assigned, document using MLA Documentation and a Works Cited page.


Prompt: Feminist analysis seeks to address several important questions. Write a paper that discusses how the story selected responds to questions below.

	1. How is the relationship between men and women portrayed? What are the power 			relationships between men and women (or characters assuming male/female 			roles)?
2. How are male and female roles defined? What constitutes masculinity and femininity? How do characters embody these traits?

3. Do characters take on traits from opposite genders? How so? How does this change others’ reactions to them? A “gender role” is the role or behavior learned by a person as appropriate to their gender, determined by the prevailing cultural norms.

Paragraph #1: Begin with a brief title and summary of the story and end the introduction with a thesis. An excellent way to do this is to take the prompt and shape it as your thesis.  
The thesis of your paper is very important. It either shows me where the paper is going or not. 
Use sources from this unit and quote or allude to the text.
Paragraph 2,3, and 4: Begin with a topics sentence that addresses one of the three questions that you will write about. For example, “The Story of An Hour” clearly reveals what constitutes masculinity and femininity. That would be the topic sentence that begins one of the paragraphs. After that use the story to support your points. 

Paragraph #5: Conclude your essay by reminding the reader of your thesis and any personal comments on how effective that story was in proving insights about the plight of women in American Society, especially the economic, political, social, and psychological oppression of women.


How will the paper be graded?
I will grade on writing, grammar, punctuation, coherence, and how effectively/substantially you respond to the prompt. I expect thoughtful analysis that is supported by quotes or allusions to the text of the novel.


How do I submit my Paper?
Submit Essay at submission link in Module 4. 



