Ch 17
Chapter 17 of the geology book is talking about dry regions, the geology of deserts, what a desert is, types of deserts, water erosion in deserts, and wind erosion in deserts. Desert are a barren area of landscape where little precipitation occurs and, consequently, living conditions are hostile for plant and animal life. The lack of vegetation exposes the unprotected surface of the ground to the processes of denudation. Deserts cover 25% of earth land surfaces and those deserts are characterized by extreme dryness, where it might be cold or hot, and unipue geologic process. The weather in deserts is different depends on if the desert is hot or cold. Hot deserts have low latitudes, low elevation and far from oceans, but cold deserts have high latitudes, high elevations and near cold ocean currents. There are five different types of deserts, which are subtropical deserts (found in middle east, Sahara, Arabian, and Kalahari), rain shadow deserts such as eastern Oregon, coastal deserts such as Atacama, continental interiors such as Gobi, and polar deserts such as Antarctica. Wind erosion in deserts are also called deflation and the material left behind forms a desert pavement. Also, wind erosion can occur by abrasion. Any bedrock surface or stone that has been abraded or shaped by wind occur sediment in a process similar to sand blasting. Another type of erosion in desert is water erosion, even if it dose not rain so often in deserts, but water usually is a general cause of erosion more than it dose the wind in most deserts. Water erosion begins with the impacts of raindrops which effect sediment from the ground into the air. In another hand, aid weathering and desert soils are most important thing in forming deserts. Desert soils are thin and have a poor defined of horizons. Iron oxides in rock weather to produce vibrant colors. Painted desert are formed by bedrock and having the bedrock color such as in Arizona, US. Deserts are the most common area in middle east, and its weather is dry and hot during summers, but it is cold and dry during winter. Sometimes during winter, deserts get some rain and that does not happen or occur so often.
