Professor Jaye Ramsey Sutter

Due before 11:59 p.m., Tuesday, December 4
No Late Papers Accepted

Required, NOT Optional

Paper Grade Is 25% of Final Grade

Research Essay--The HCCS Government Department requires that 25% of students' final grade be based on a writing assignment.  This essay is a required assignment. 

Mandatory--This grade is not dropped.  If not submitted on time it is a zero. A zero is devastating to a final grade average and may cause a student to fail the course or drop an "A" or "B" average to a "D" average.

No late papers--Absolutely no late papers are accepted.  There are no late research essays accepted. The essay must be submitted through Canvas on the deadline and under no circumstances can the paper be accepted after that deadline.

Completing the paper is your responsibility. If your personal computer is unreliable, use college computers to complete your work on time. If your computer dies, get to the college and use their computers.  If that doesn't work, get to a library and use their computers. 

http://open.lib.umn.edu/americangovernment/chapter/6-2-political-socialization//
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_k_k-bHigM
Review the above article and watch the PBS youtube video.

How were you politically socialized?  What factors influenced your political thinking? 
Answer the following questions in your essay.  Remember these answers are strictly confidential.  This is an exercise or inventory to help you understand what influences your political views and socialization. 
· Where are you from—where did you grow up—and did your hometown, state, or country influence your political beliefs?
· How did you learn about government growing up?
· Did your family discuss politics?  Were you encouraged or discouraged to participate in politics?
· What agents of socialization influenced your political socialization?
· How did the area of the country or the world you’re from help determine your political socialization? Did your experience with where you are from influence how you approach political issues and events? 
· Has college or high school made an impact on your political socialization?

· Does media influence your thinking about politics?

· Do your peers or friends influence your political thinking?

· What is the first political event you can remember?  Did living through or experiencing a political even influence your political socialization?
· What influenced and how your political socialization—your parents, your religion, your peers, your school, the media, political events?
· If you’re 18 or older and a citizen, are your registered to vote and have you voted before?  Why or why not?
· Based upon your political socialization, what was your reaction to the results of the recent November general election (giving specific examples and reaction)?
MECHANICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PAPER:

1,000 Words, Minimum.  You can write beyond that if you wish but points will be deducted for papers under 1,000 words.  Five points off for every 25 words under 1,000.

Write your essay on a word processor with Microsoft Word.  Highlight your document, copy it, and then paste it onto the dialogue box on the Canvas site for submission of your paper.  Look over the pasted document to make sure nothing has been left out.  

Provide the word count at the end of the paper.  When you type a document on Microsoft Word, Word automatically counts the number of pages and the words at the bottom left of the workspace in the status bar.  If you don’t see the word count in the status bar, right-click the status bar and click “Word Count.”  You can also go to “Tools” on a classic Word, menu, pull down and click on “Word Count”.  And as stated above if the word count is below 1,000, then you will lose points.

If you do not type in bold print the word count at the bottom of the paper I will penalize your paper by five (5) points.
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