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[bookmark: _Hlk44368513]Jacob’s Wrestle with A “Man” (Genesis 32:24)
Many theological scholars and practitioners have made different interpretations and commentaries on Jacob’s wrestle with a man in Genesis 32:24. One of these commentaries involves Adam Clarke’s. According to Clarke, the “man” whom Jacob wrestled with was undoubtedly our Lord Jesus Christ, who in that incidence took a human form (Clarke, n.d.). Others go contrary to his argument. 
Secondly, Matthew Ervin argues that the man who wrestled with Jacob was the Angel of the lord. “The “man” Jacob wrestled was the Angel of the Lord” (Ervin, 2019). He connects this scripture with that of Hosea, in which Hosea referred to the man that Jacob wrestled as both an Angel and God. Ervin argues that Jacob knew that he was wrestling with an angel of the lord, a reason that made him ask for blessings. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, a scholar named Jerome Kodell argues that the man Jacob wrestled with, as seen in Genesis 32:24 was Esau. It is similar to the interpretation of the Maimonides, who believed that the wrestle was a vision of prophecy (Kodell, 1980). In this case, Rashi had a belief that Jacob fought with Esau’s guardian angel, known as Samael. 
All these three interpretations are contradicting. However, I agree with Matthew Ervin’s argument that the man who wrestled with Jacob was the Angel of the lord. It is because the scripture in Genesis 32:24 connects with the scripture in the book of Hosea, where Hosea describes Jacob’s wrestling with an angel as an encounter with both an angel and God. Therefore, despite the story being so much ambiguous, the argument that Jacob fought with an angel of God carries a lot of weight than the other interpretations. 
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