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Over the course of the term, you will keep a journal of your responses to the reading and viewing material for the class as well as to sources you find for your research project. You may use these entries to work through or make sense of readings and/or respond to them.  Your entries will include two components: 1) quotations from reading and/or quotations or descriptive details from films and 2) your summary or response to the ideas reflected in those texts.  You should think of your journal entries as a conversation you have with the reading and viewing materials; they say something to you, and you respond (and you might even consider how the text itself responds back to you). These entries are intended to help you engage more deeply with texts but will also be useful for writing the class essays.  Write down any questions, thoughts, or insights you have. As we move through the term, try to make connections between course texts. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]You should have a good balance between quotations and your response, with much more weight given to your summary or response. This doesn’t mean you can’t identify long quotations to respond to, but it does mean your response needs to show you have tried to work through or thought deeply about the ideas presented there. 

You will need an entry for every text we read or view and for research sources (see below):
· For class readings: Each entry should to be completed before class. 
· For class film screenings: After the screening, each entry should be completed before the beginning of the next class meeting.
· For research sources: You should quote at least twice from each source and respond to those quotations as usual. 

Documentation: Use either APA or MLA documentation style for quotations. 

Format: typed into “Entry Message” box in Blackboard. You may find it more convenient to compose in Word and cut and paste your entry into the box.  

Late policy: Late entries will receive no credit, but (research entries excluded) you are allowed to miss or submit late two entries without penalty. All research entries must be submitted on time to receive credit. 



