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Course Exercise #2
Question #1
The primary source of revenue for CBS Evening Newsprogram is funding from CBS Corporation (CBS News, 2020). The general sources of revenue for the program are advertising fees and viewer's subscriptions. The mission of the news program is to accord its viewers with the trustworthy airing of news without taking any sides. 
The purpose of the Democracy Now news program is to break down each day's headlines and provide detailed interviews with various experts to cover the most pressing concerns globally. Democracy Now gets in main funding from donations given by organizations like Park, Lannan, and Ford Foundations. The general sources of revenue are from viewers and listeners’ contributions.
The mission of the PBS NewsHour program is to ensure that its viewers get intelligent, well-balanced, and deeper analysis and reporting of the most critical national and global news happening every day (PBS News Hour, 2020). The main source of revenue for this news program is from public sources, while its general sources of funding are financial support from foundations, individuals, and corporations.
The primary mission of The Special Report with Bret Baier is to provide 24-hour news surrounding the business and political environments. The main sources of funding for the Special Report with Bret Baier news program are money channeled to the corporation by its shareholders and profit ploughed back to this media house. The general sources of funding for this news program are advertising fees and money from viewer's subscriptions.
Such news programs act independently, and this is in line with the media independence theory that posits that an individual's dependence on certain media platforms for a specific topic depends on the individual's goals, environment, and the surrounding social systems. Therefore, it is imperative that news programs and media houses act independently to transform people's lives positively. 
Question #2
CBS Evening News used packaged stories for its broadcasting purposes. This news program did not involve any panel discussions, both internally and externally. Packaged news means that the news was already recorded before airing them live. The news anchor for the CBS Evening News was Norah O'Donnell. Norah provided a brief highlight of the main stories to be covered and then proceeded to provide a full package of the recorded news. In addition, several reporters such as Paula Reid had also packaged their news to supplement the highlights by the anchor. The Democracy Now news program used a long, in-depth style to broadcast its news. The news in this program was broadcast by Amy Goodman, and there were no reporters. Amy held a panel discussion outside the studio with Dr. Monica Gandhi using videoconferencing. The style that was used to broadcast the news inPBS News Hour program was long, in-depth segments. The news anchor for the PBS NewsHour program was Judy Woodruff. PBS News Hour had several reporters like Fred De Lazaro and William Brangham, who aided in live coverage and interviews with viewers on the ground. 
The Special Report with Bret Baier used the short, more superficial segment to broadcast its news. The news anchor for the Special Report with Bret Baier was Bret Baier. The reporters in Special Report with Bret Baier were John Roberts and Peter Doocy who covered live events like those of Trump and Biden in Minnesota (PBS News Hour, 2020). 
Special Report with Bret Baier, CBS Evening News, and PBS News Hour employed the primitive theory in their broadcast. The primitive theory posits that the depictions made by media platforms should stimulate similar thoughts to the viewers and listeners. In addition, the depictions made by media houses can either strengthen or weaken the conceptualization of concepts. For example, Special Report with Bret Baier, CBS Evening News, and PBS News Hour aired similar news about the presidential campaigns of Trump and Biden (CBS News, 2020). Therefore, it is likely that these news programs elicit similar reactions from the audience.       
Question #3
Democracy Now employed the non-profit journalism concept, which holds that the involved media platforms are not motivated by commercial motives. Rather they are driven by the concern to elaborate on certain social causes or expanding missions in public service. In addition, non-profit journalism posits that the involved media houses earn money from two main sources, namely grants and contributions from the audience, and this is true to Democracy Now (Democracy Now, 2020). However, these sources are not adequate for non-profit journalism, and therefore the involved media platforms may have limited staff and resources. Grants may also come with conditions like a demonstration of sustainability that may limit some media organizations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition, Special Report with Bret Baier, CBS Evening News, and PBS News Hour employed what is termed as bundling in journalism. Bundling is where journalism organizations provide a variety of products to its viewers and listeners. For example, apart from Special Report with Bret Baier, CBS Evening News, and PBS News Hour providing news, they also ran several ads in the midst of the news. Bundling is important because it acts as an alternative method of revenue generation for the concerned media platforms. Special Report with Bret Baier, CBS Evening News, and PBS News Hour also employed the concept of news commodification, which involves changing news into a commodity that is sold at a price to earn a profit (CBS News, 2020). News commodification is majorly centered in advertising, whereby news programs are majorly involved in the production and marketing of news content to attract more audience in which business persons can totalize such an audience to market their products through media channels.       
Question #4
One of the values of news is timeliness. Timeliness holds that news should be new, and therefore journalists should highly concern about the currency of their information. The more current the news is, the higher the chances that the audience will perceive them to be more trustworthy. In this case, Special Report with Bret Baier, CBS Evening News, and PBS News Hour audience is likely to have more trustworthy to the news aired because they are current (Fox News, 2020).  
However, it is rational to believe that Democracy Now is not likely to keep its viewers updated on current events because it doesn't seem to air timely news. For instance, on September 18, the current event was Trump and Biden's presidential campaigns in Minnesota and the US ban of Chinese applications, TikTok and WeChat (PBS News Hour, 2020). The world is dynamic, and news-worthy events are occurring every day. Therefore, it would be prudent for news agencies to keep their viewers updated by covering current events.
Journalism is centered on facts and news programs should not only broadcast factual news, but they should also make such facts more sensible in order for them to have more understanding by the audience. Therefore, news programs should provide factual news to keep their audience more informed of what is happening in the United States. Journalists should also shun biasness since it leads to misinformation among the audience. 
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