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The End Justifying the Means
Judith is a Biblical character that is described in the same manner that most of the famous males are described. She is described as a wise, pious and effective person who uses intelligence to get her way. Her story appears in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christian canons, and is controversial for how she achieves her goal. Throughout the story, it appears that Judith understands her power over men. Majority of stories involving battle involve brute strength but here we find careful strategy. It is a unique Biblical story in that it shows a woman who appeals to the weaknesses of men. Her weapons of warfare become the sensual and material things that the Bible so often encourages men to avoid. She prayed for God to strengthen her to exploit the weaknesses of men, illustrating a sharp contrast to how the rest of the Biblical heroes prayed for accomplishments. 
It is difficult to ignore the sexual nature of the story of Judith. Women in the Bible are rarely mentioned by name, and those who were named were described as strictly pious women who would not seduce men for their own goals. Judith is a virtuous woman but is also seen to be a seductress and a murderer. The irony is evident to the reader as she is a God-fearing woman yet commits sins to achieve her goals. It indicates that the end justifies the means, another contrast to the general theme of the rest of the Bible that the means determines the end. The ingenuity of decisions made by Judith indicates that faith in God is superior to brute strength. The question that arises from this realization is whether it is acceptable to engage in what are considered sins if one has complete faith in God and has a desire to achieve the common good.
