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1. Discuss the concept of juvenile justice during the 19th century. Be sure to review the major social programs/institutions that were used to deal with the issue of juvenile delinquency. With the formation of the juvenile justice system in 1899, identify and discuss at least three changes that have occurred between the 19th and 20th century, in how American society deals with delinquency. Be specific. 
In the nineteenth century, delinquent neglected and runaway children were treated the same as adult criminal offenders. No special facilities existed for taking care of youths in trouble. Youths who committed crimes such as theft and vandalism were viewed as results of neglect and were put in asylums or homes. With the formation of the juvenile system in 1899, a separate court was establishing for delinquents and neglected children, special procedures were developed for governing the adjudication of juvenile matters, children were separated from adults in courts and institutional programs, and probation programs were developed to help the courts in making decisions in the best interest of the child and state. 

2. Identify and discuss the philosophy of the early juvenile courts. What impact did the reform movement of the 1960s have on this philosophy? When looking at the rights that juvenile now has today versus these first years of the juvenile court where there was a more individualized approach, do you think that the modern system of these rights outweighs the original philosophy of the court in its early years? Why or why not?
The philosophy of early juvenile court involved creating an acre facility that saves children to protect potential criminal youth by taking them off the street and offering a family-like environment. The reform movement ensured that children were placed in homes by court order, sometimes over parent objection to ensure that they got the care they needed. I believe that the modern system has outweighed the original services because today sexual and racial segregations are not available in juvenile institutions. They are subjected to harsh conditions, strict discipline, and intense labor. 
3. Give an overview of the juvenile justice system. Be sure to include in your discussion some of the key points/institutions along the process as well a discussion of the various avenues/forms of diversion that can occur along the way. Based on your reading and your knowledge of the adult criminal justice system do you find a greater or lesser degree of discretion associated with the juvenile justice system? Use evidence from the text to support either position. 
In the nineteenth century, the juvenile justice system-involved neglection of delinquent, and runaway children who were treated the same as adult criminal offenders. They were put in the same correctional facilities as adults, and the rate of discrimination was extremely high. Although reform groups continued to fight for government control over children, the processing of children incarceration was questioned. Moreover, the increase in the number of youth delinquents led to the development of juvenile institutions that ensured that children were placed in homes by court order, sometimes over parent objection to ensure that they got the care they needed. I find greater pleasure in the evolution of the juvenile system because a lot of changes are visible in terms of reform movements, children aid society, orphan trains, and society for the prevention of cruelty to children. 

4. Based on the textbook define the concept of a juvenile from a legal standpoint. Be sure to include a discussion of minimum and maximum ages. Do you think that the use of a minimum age set in law is appropriate or should there be some form of test utilized to determine culpability? Explain your reasoning for choosing one over the other. 
Juvenile and delinquent children are those that fall under a certain age limit. The oldest age for juvenile cases is eighteen in the United States. I do not believe that setting minimum age in law is appropriate since the intensity of criminal matters is not the same. For instance, a murder case cannot be treated the same as a vandalism case. Therefore, I believe offering exceptions for rape and murder cases should be excluded from the juvenile justice system benefits, and be treated as adults. 
5. Discuss the concept of Teen Courts. What are the primary benefits associated with courts such as these? Based on your understanding of Teen Courts, do you think that such systems should be used in place of traditional juvenile court processes? Why or why not.
Teen courts involve the utilization of young people instead of adults to determine the disposition in a case. It was developed due to the overcrowding in juvenile courts. The major benefits of teen courts involve accountability, timeliness, cost-saving, and community cohesion. I do not think it is effective for teen courts to be used in place of the juvenile court, but they should rather complement each other. This is because I do not think that most youths are qualified enough to take over the conduction of court activities for huge and intensive cases such as murder cases, and rape cases.













