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Descartes wants to find out the truth and begins by doubting everything. Descartes goes further to prove God’s existences and starts with the recognition of an idea that he can hold in his mind. According to Descartes, human beings through reason can conceive a perfect being, and since there is no perfect being exists, there must be an absolute being which exists outside the scope of human beings. Thus according to Descartes, the mind starts with innate structures, and the inherent structures impose themselves on the perceptions that come to the world, that is, knowledge is born of the interaction of the mind and the external world. Descartes appears to be skeptical because of his method of doubting everything, but the technique established a solid foundation for knowledge (Hanna, 2001). On the other hand, Kant geared his efforts towards limiting science to provide room for religion.  His Critique of pure reason had a primary idea of showing that the human beings had limitations about what they should know concerning the world, and therefore humans although endowed with reason could not know if God existed as these things are beyond possible human experience. However, Kant acknowledged the practical reason and used to prove that although we could not know the existence of God or whether free will existed, but we could believe in God, and we could believe that we are free. Kant realizes that what human beings can know are phenomena, sense data mediated by the mind. Human beings mind has a similar structure and thus the same sense of experience, and we cannot know things as they are. This is to say that there exists a gap between hum a reality-things as known to the mind and pure reality-things as they are.



The contrast between Descartes philosophical concept of truth and Kant’s is rigid. Descartes thought that through reason there is much that we could know about the world but on the other hand, Kant denies this by examining the human mind and argues that there are limitations to what we should know. Interestingly though, both Kant and Descartes were champions of science (Rorty, 2009). Descartes divided the world into two, the mind, and the physical world. Descartes by establishing a clear line between the physical world and the mental world, he went a notch higher in promoting the development of science. Despite Kant rejection of knowledge, he believed that there were things that human beings would know without prejudice about their experience of the world. The argument by Kant in supporting science is because our experience of the world is part of what our minds impose as a foundation for our capability to have any experience.
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