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Kindred
Discussion Questions
a. Do you think if Rufus grew up in the 21st century he would turn out as he did?
b. Did the environment and what surrounded the characters in Rufus affect the character traits they displayed?
c. Could some slave owners, with all the power, be moral and good to the African American people they ‘owned’? 
Follow up Post 
 When we met we talked about significance of some of the characters, and the role they were meant to play. I learned about Rufus, and why he was included in the story. While reading alone I had not noted the significance of his youth. Although Rufus was not a bad person as a young person, being a powerless made him humane and compassionate. His race and gender had given him power but at this point he did not know how to exploit it. Upon becoming an adult, he changes and believes he can control people. This corrupts him as he turns his back on his friends like Alice. Familial love was confusing to me and I kept on asking why Dana was good to Rufus, or why the slaves obeyed so much. We discussed the dilemma surrounding familial love and how slave masters used it to oppress the slaves. We also noted that Dana helped Rufus, no matter how cruel he was, because she felt she owed him since he is her family. Later she killed him yet nothing changed the timeline, because she still went back to her timeline. I would sum kindred as a book that argues that a person’s environment can determine if they grow up to be moral beings or corrupted and power hungry. 
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