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Speech communities and the American dialects
Communication is key in every community. Where people exist, there must be something to connect them. This is the reason why children are born without a language, but as soon as they are brought up, they learn the language of their parents or caretakers. Moreover, in order to communicate to various groups of people across the world, there must be a language that is understood by a bigger percentage of people. Considering Paul Roberts and Richard Lederer ideas and their views on language, it is evident that there are a lot of similarities and differences as well. The paragraphs below will give detailed information on comparisons and contrasts observed between speech communities and American dialects.  
In both, language is portrayed as being different from one group of people to another; in Speech Communities, it is evident that language changes based on age, geography, occupation, social position, and education. This is why a child has to undergo several learning experiences before he or she becomes conversant with language. He or she begins with the language of the family, moves to kindergarten and children of the neighborhood before moving to the classroom where his language is developed based on the criticisms from teachers and colleagues. The older generation considers, the newer as unable to understand and use the language well. Likewise, in the American dialects, it is vivid that the American dialects are different based on the geographical locations. However, those who are living in one location, understand each other well. The American dialects are divided into the Southern, Western and Eastern dialect.
In contrast, there are some differences between the language as used by the speech communities and the American dialects. To start with, the English words used in Speech communities mean the same across all the age groups, the only difference is the way of pronunciation. The young are not in a position to pronounce as the elders because there are still in a learning process. However, with the American dialects, some words have a different meanings. In one hemisphere, the word could be meaning something which is totally different from another hemisphere. Words are different, the vocabulary used is different. This creates communication vacuums when a member of one location communicate with a member of a different location.
Secondly, while the Speech communities try to create unity through an intense understanding of the language, the American dialects creates divisions among the citizens. It is observed that some of the desires of the elder people in Speech Communities are to have a community where the young and the old speak the same language with similar pronunciations. If this is effected, it is bound to create unity. The American dialects, on the other hand, can be seen as a source of division, this is because those living in one location who understand each other well may consider themselves superior to the others who are speaking a different language in a different area. Moreover, the names given to similar organisms in the American dialects differ from place to place. 
In conclusion, it is essential to have a common language in society. Besides being a form of communication, it brings unity and understanding. The two forms contrasted should be harmonized to come up with a better society. Divisions likely to arise from the American dialects' will definitely divide the country into unmanageable sections in the near future.
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