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Anwar's Story 
1. What has happened in Anwar’s life? Name at least three things that Anwar went through while he was in foster care. (You can make a list.) 
Anwar was placed under foster care at the age of five years because he was gay. Although he wished to change his sexual orientation he experienced a lot of difficulties. He moved from one foster family to another and at some point, he was placed with the Foster family of Jehovah's Witnesses. Anwar later joined college and reunited with his biological family. Some of the challenges Anwar went through while in foster care include:
· Rejection. Even after staying with Jehovah's witnesses’ foster family for five years, they couldn’t accept him for who he was. He was not easily accepted by foster families as a result he was moved from one foster family to another 
· Wrongly judged. He was presumed gay even when he just needed brotherly love.
· Stress and depression. At some point, Anwar contemplated committing suicide.
2. How old was Anwar when he knew he was gay?
Anwar was five years old when he realized he was gay.
3. Why did his foster family think Anwar wanted to "be with" their son? What did Anwar want? 
His foster family assumed Anwar was interested in going intimate with their son because he was gay. Anwar wanted brotherly love and he was missing his brothers after being away for a long time
4. Why do you think Anwar contemplated suicide? 
Anwar experienced rejection for 5 years with his foster family. They couldn’t accept him because he was a guy. For this reason, he got depressed hence contemplating suicide.
5. What kind of tutoring did Anwar want in college? 
Anwar wanted Math tutoring in college.
Shaquana's Story 
6. How do you feel about the way Shaquana's foster parents treated her? Explain 
I feel Shaquana was mistreated by her foster parents. She went through psychological and emotional torture seeing her foster mother being beaten by her first boyfriend before she was divorced. Family instability also left her worried and unsure of college education and a good future.
7. Why do you think no one checked on how Shaquana was doing in foster care? How do you feel about that? 
I think it is out of negligence that nobody bothered to check on how Shaquana was doing in foster care. I feel it is unfair that nobody bothers to follow up on the welfare of the child in foster care because even when they are mistreated like Shaquana nobody is there to rescue them.
8. What does it show about Shaquana that she has custody of her two younger sisters?
Shaquana is not proud of her experiences in foster care and she is unwilling to let her sisters have similar experiences like hers. The custody of her younger sisters also shows that Shaquana can’t trust her mother to take care of her siblings.
Roshawn's Story 
9. Do you think Roshawn should not be permitted to wear her hair in a men's cut in the women's transitional housing facility where she stayed? Why or why not?
Rashawn should be permitted to wear her hair in a Men’s cut. Permitting her to freely express herself through haircuts or otherwise is necessary for understanding her differences with others. After all, all women are not the same. Also, men’s haircut does not make a man in a women’s transitional housing facility.
10. Why do you think it is important for LGBTQ youth to have their voices heard? 
LQBTQ youths go through a lot of isolation, confusion, and rejection from their biological and foster families. Like other youths, they are on their self-discovery path and all they need is positive guidance, love, and care. Having their voices heard allows them an opportunity for positive role models.
Antoine's Story 
11. Why did Antoine originally prefer a foster family to a group home? How did he end up feeling about his group home and why?
Antoine preferred a foster family because he wanted to live in a family and experience family love. He loved his group hope because he could freely express himself without being judged. He also found in the group home the love and family he was missing at home.
Counseling LGBTQ Youth in Foster Care 
12. What could you relate to? What couldn’t you relate to? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I could relate to the pain of rejection and isolation LGBTQ experiences in foster care because of their differences. I could also relate with the inability by most people to accept that we are not the same and people have different sexual orientations. Having not experienced life under foster care I couldn’t relate well personal experiences of LGBTQ Youths. I couldn’t understand why a parent would place her child in foster care because he/she was different.
13. What would you need to learn to be a better counselor for the youth in this video? 
Communication skills. To better understand them and be in a position to help.
Multicultural competency skills. This skill would give me a chance to understand people of different backgrounds and cultures and problem-solving skills. This skill would enable me to solve the unique challenges of LGBTQ youths.
14. Do you agree or disagree that there is a “moral obligation to provide LGBTQ foster care youth with accepting families and a sense of self-worth?” Explain
I agree. Every youth in our society deserves care and a sense of self-worth. LGBTQ Youths are not any different from other youths and are worth really. Most of their needs are not any different from the needs of other kids. A loving and accepting family is at the Centre of successful upbringing through guidance and positive role modeling.
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